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TO THE 


INFINITE. AND EVERLASTING 


LOVE, 
OUT OF WHOM, THROUGH WHOM, AND TO WHOM, 
ARE ALL THINGS. e 
WHO 1s CALLED 8 
GOD THE FATHER, SON, 
_ 


HOLY GHOST, 


THIS SIMPLE WITNESS OF TRUTH, 
BORNE OF HIM, 


Is, in filial Love and Humulity, 
Pad and offered, | 


(Mol b and powerfully to bleſs it for the 
End it 1s intended, and to defend it againſt the 
Devil and his whole hoſt of evil Angels and Men, 
whoſe Intereſt it is that the Everlaſting Dbovx 

. ſhould not have the ſole Dominion over the whole 


5 Creation, and come to be ALL IN ALL) 
By 


C - PAUL SIEGVOLCK. 


To Tus READER.  ._ 


1 have been many books publiſhed in 
our language upon the ſubject of the Reſtitu- 
tion of all fallen Intelligences; ſome of them fraught 
with learning and criticiſm, as Dr. Burnet's piece on 
the ſtate of the dead; the Chevalier Ae e- 8 _ 


as Sas all of this kind, bis treatiſe of Mr. Stone- 
houſe, late vicar of Iſlington: a work which is wor- 

thy of the notice of the learned world, and to which 

1 do not know that there has ever been an anſwer at- 
tempted. 

While the above gentlemen have written on this 
great ſubject for the learned, others have no leſs lau- 
dably employed their talents for the ſervice of the 
bulk of mankind, by bearing their teſtimony to the 
_ univerſal and efficacious love of God to his rational 
creatures, in plain popular ftile : among whom we 
find Mr. Jeremiah White in the laſt century, and 
Mr. Wincheſter of late : the latter of whom has not 
only preſented to the world, the evidence of the Reſ- 
toration of all things, in his dialogues, lectures on 
prophecy, and numerous other tracts; but has alſo 
favoured mankind with the firſt edition of Mr. Steg- 
volck's book, that has been printed/in Old England. 
Notwithſtanding the oppoſition which ſome miſta- 


ken (but otherwiſe good) men have made to the uni- 
verſal 
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verſal doctrine, the firft impreſſion of this piece is 


ſold off; ſo that a copy of it has been hardly to be 
procured for above twelve months paſt, though it 
was publiſhed only in 1792. A proof this, that man- 
kind begin to have their eyes more opened, and their 
hearts more expanded, than formerly; and that, in- 
ſtead of the contrafted ſentiments which have long 
ſet Chriſtians at bitter variance with each other, they 
now begin to think themſelves the children of one 
common Father, whoſe mercy, whoſe ,/enaer mercy, 
is over all the works of his hands.—May this view of 
the IMMORTAL GOD, in Chriſt Jeſus, increaſe, 
until diſcord and hatred are baniſhed from the earth. 

I have found this little book very uſe ful to myſelf, 
I did not, like Mr. Wincheſter, receive my firſt con- 
viction of the truth of the univerſal doctrine from it; 
but it was the mean of fully eſtabliſhing my mind in 


it. I remember particularly, that the ſeventh chap- 
ter, which treats of the word Eternity, and the diffe- 


rent eternities, or ages, mentioned in the ſcriptures, 
was very ſatisfying to me; as was the eleventh chap- 
ter, which treats of this preſent world; the world to 
come; and the ſtill, or ſilent eternity. 

I know of no book that is more calculated to diſ- 
{cminate the univerſal doctrine among good men, than 
this; for every one who has ated that GOD is Love, 
will here find ſomething that meets and accords with. 


the warm and holy benevolence of his ſoul; and to 


them I do moſt heartily recommend it; being fully 
aſſured, that however ſuch may differ in other things, 
i they 
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they all bear in their hearts good will towards men. 
They will not, therefore, be offènded at my ſub- 
ſcribing myſelf, | 


A Friend to all Mankind, 
WILLIAM VIDLER. 


London. 
June 8th. 1795. 
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CHAPTERS AND TRHEIX CONTENTS. } 


Chap. 1. page 1. God, in bis love, deſcribes himſelf 
as the everlaſting eſſential Love; and the reſult thereof. 
Chap. ii. page 5. What the wrath of God is, and 


bis juſtice in puniſhing. 


Chap. iii. page g. Every thing that God willeth, 
muſt abſolutely be fulfilled at laſt ; and what is 10 be 
concluded therefrom. 
Chap. iv. page 14. I is impoſi 21 that two contra- 
| 2 things ſhould be both of endleſs duration. 

Chap. v. page 17. The diabolical nature, and that 
which makes fallen angels to be devils, muſt be well diſ- 
tinguiſbed from their angelical nature in which 29 * were 
_ treated ; and the reſult thereof. 

Chap. vi. page 33. Of the everlaſting validity and 
efficacy of the merits of Chriſt, and the eternal redemp- , 
tion found out by him; and that the ſame is infinitely 
more powerful than all fin, and corruption ſpringing 
_ therefrom. 

Chap. vii. page 45. Of thefword Eternity, and the 
different eternities or ages, mentioned in the [cri ptures. 

2 viii. page 55. To which ſort M eternities, the 

: eternity 


eternity of the evil, and the puniſhment depending there- 
on, eternal damnation, as it is called, belongs. 

Chap. ix. page 64. Of the different forts or. degrees 
of damnation : that is, of the firſt and ſecond death, or 
of the priſons of the ſea, death, and hell, and of the fiery 
lake. 

Chap. x. page 78. Of the d ferent degrees of eter- 
nal glory ; or of the firſt birth, and after vert to falva- 
tion. | 

Chap. x1. page 87. What the ſcripture meaneth by 

this preſent world, the world to come, and the ſtill or 
filent eternity. 

Chap. xii. page 96. Containing the cleareſt Skew: 
of the holy ſcriptures, which treat of the general N 
ration of all men, and corrupt creatures. 

Chap. xiii. page 122. Inquiry whether this facred 
truth may make men careleſs ? Of the excellent uſeful- 


ag of it : and what is to be . of the contrary doc- 


Mx. WINCHESTER's PREFACE 


'TO THE FIRST EDITION. 


HIS little book which I now ſend abroad in this 
country, was originally written in the German 
language in the beginning of the preſent century, and 


tranſlated into Engliſh, and printed in Pennſylvania | 


in the year 1753. I am well acquainted with the 


good man at whoſe inſtance and expence it was tranſ-. 


lated and printed. He has lived to ſee the little ſpark 
riſe into a flame, and the ſmall ſeed into a large tree, 
and may he ſtill live many years, until this glorious 
ſyſtem, fo grand, ſo worthy of a God, ſhall have pre- 


vailed to bring all the different ſects of Chriſtians to 


be of the ſame ſpirit, mind, and judgment. Then ſhall 
the glorious prophecy of Iſaiah be fulfilled, Thy 
« watchmen ſhall lift up the voice, with the voice to- 


« gether ſhall they ſing ; for they ſhall ſee eye to eye 
„when the Loxp ſhall bring again Zion.” Chap. 
lii. 8. and alſo that part of our bleſſed Saviour's 


prayer, © That they all (who believe on me) may be 
one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that 
they alſo may be one in us; that the world may 


believe that thou haſt ſent me. I in them, and 
thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one, 
„and that the world may know that thou haſt ſent 


eme.“ St. John, xvii. 21, 23. 
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viii MR. WINCHESTER's PREFACE. 


I be diviſions and animoſities among Chriſtians are 
great hinderances to the converſion of the world to 
Chriſtianity, and until unity of ſpirit and harmony 
of ſentiment take place in a much greater degree 
than at preſent, we cannot expett the knowledge of the 
Lord to fill the earth as the waters cover the ſea. But 
that ſuch a glorious event ſhall take place before the 
conflagration, is to me as plain as expreſs prophecies 
can make it, and may the Lord haſten it in his time! 
The ſyſtem held out in the following pages appears 
to me the only one that in the leaſt bids fair to unite 
the two great bodies of Chriſtians, that have ſo long 
and ſo bitterly oppoſed each other, viz. thoſe who 
aſſert that Chriſt died for all, and yet that there ſhall 
be but few, comparatively, that ſhall finally derive 
any ſaving benefit therefrom ; and thoſe who aſſert 
that all for whom the Saviour died ſhall indeed be 
faved, but that he died only for a few. For it ſeems 
highly improbable that either of theſe ſects ſhould 
ever ſo far change their ground, as to go over to the 
opinions of the other; ſince one party charges the 
tenets of the other with want of benevolence, and the 
other as ſucceſsfully returns the charge by repreſent- 
ing their antagoniſts as entertaining diſhonourable 
thoughts of the wiſdom and power of the Deity. There- 
fore if a reconciliation takes place between them, it 
muſt be on ſome middle ground where both may meet 
vithout giving up their favourite opinions; and this ap- 
| pears to me to be no other but the ſyſtem of the Uni- 
verſal Reſtoration; and whenever it ſhall univerſally 
prevail, it will bring this moſt deſirable event to pals. 
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This book I eſteem as valuable on three accounts; 
Firſt, it was written at a time when this ſyſtem was 


but little known, having been in a great meaſure loſt 
during the long night of popiſh darkneſs, which over- 


{ſpread the Chriſtian world for ſo many ages. This 


little book was at firſt like a light ſhining in a dark 


place, but now the day 1s broke, and the hight ſhines 
in a moſt glorious manner. 

Secondly, The author throughout the whole writes 
like a ſincere Chriſtian, appears to have the moſt glo- 
rious ideas of God, of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of the 
divine perfections of the Deity, and of the way of 
Salvation; and he conſtantly appeals to the ſacred 


Scriptures for the proof of what he writes. And he 


appears to me as one that had a very ſerious regard 
to truth, and to the general welfare of mankind; and 
while he holds forth the glorious ſyſtem of the Reſto- 
ration for the comfort of the fearful, he ſpeaks in ſuch 
a manner of the terrors of the Lord, and the puniſh- 


ments of the future ſtate, as is ſufficient to alarm the 


conſciences of the careleſs and ſecure. | 
Thirdly, It was the firſt book that ever I ſaw which 
treated upon the ſubjeQ of the Univerſal Reſtoration, 


and it was by reading a little therein, that I firſt began ' 


to turn my thoughts and attention to the ſyſtem 
which I now hold forth. Indeed the arguments preſ- 


ſed upon my mind in ſuch a manner, that I could not 
get rid of them; and though I ſtrove long againſt - 


them,. yet they conquered me in about three years. 


I think it was in the year 1778 that I firſt ſaw this 


ES. 
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book, and the firſt piece I publiſhed.upon the ſubje& 
was a ſermon delivered April 22d, 1781, to which I 
added a liſt of the paſſages of the Scripture which I 
judged to be moſt in favour of the Reſtoration, and 
anſwers to the principal objections moſt commonly 
| brought againſt it. | 

I cannot help therefore having a great regard for 
this work, as it proved the firſt mean of my convic- 
tion, and at length brought me to embrace this moſt 


= glorious and univerſal plan of ſalvation through Jeſus 


Chriſt our Lord and Saviour. 

As ſome of my friends in this country have read, 
and greatly admired this book, and others who have 
only ſeen a part of it quoted in my Lectures have ex- 
preſſed their wiſhes to have the whole, I have in com- 
pliance with their carneſt requeſts, undertaken to re- 
publiſh it, and hope it may be bleſt to the comfort 
and ſalvation of many ſouls. 

I have in ſome places corrected the language a 
little, and have made a few ſmall alterations, but in 
general have followed my author exaaly, as he never 
appears to me to vary from what I Judge to be the 
truth of the goſpel. 

May the bleſſing of heaven attend this publication 
to all who read it, is the earneſt defire of one who 
takes pleaſure to ſubſcribe himſelf a friend to the 
whole human race. 


ELHANAN WINCHESTER. 


THE AUTHOR's PREFACE. 


' BELOVED READERg, 
bis: 


N OD, who will not that any one periſh, but that 


every one turn to repentance, always uſed this 
method, that, before he viſited the world, or certain 
nations, with his judgments, he firſt poured out upon 


them all the riches of his long-ſuffering, love, good- 


neſs, and mercy, in ſuch a meaſure as 1s allotted to 
every age; to try thereby, as it were, to his utmoſt, 


whether ſome might be perſuaded to forſake their 


ſinful ways, and to be ſaved from the deſtruction 
otherwiſe waiting for them. 


2. Thus he gave divers preachers of righteouſneſs 


to the antediluvian world, and waited full an hun- 


dred and twenty years for their repentance. Before 
God executed the judgment of the Aſſyrian and Baby- 
lonian captivity upon his people of 1/rael, he did not 
only firſt beſtow upon them all manner of bodily 
good, but alſo ſent them many of his faithful ſervants 
and prophets, who delivered unto them many excel- 
lent prophecies concerning the Reftorer of all Things, 


the Lord Meſſiah. Yea, before he paſſed the next 
by far more dreadful judgment upon this nation, he 


firſt ſent them even his only and moſt beloved Son, 


difcloſing unto them by him moſt perfectly his infinite 


love 
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love towards all his Creatures; which alſo afterwards he 
did by his holy Apoſtles. | 
3. Now, fince venly the future great and terrible 
day is nigh at hand, wherein the anger of the hitherto 
ſo patient LAMB is to be kindled againſt the preſent 
antichriſtian world, Rev. vi. 16, 17. what wonder, 
then, that God, who willeth not the death of a finner, 
is opening at this time all the treaſures of his everlaſt- 
ing love towards all his creatures? His deſign in ſo 
doing is, with reſpeQ to the wicked, to try his utmoſt, 
and to ſee whether by theſe means he may bring ſome 
of them to repentance, ſo that they may begin to love 
again that God who with his eternal love and mercy 
ſo tenderly loves them, and thus eſcape the future 
terrible judgment, and be able to ſtand before the 
Son of man. But as to the little flock of his faithful, 
or the bride of Jeſus, which is on her pilgrimage in 
the church militant here on earth, he is leading them 
now upon Mount Tabor, there to let them ſee their 
future transfiguration, yea, the abyſs of his perfect 
love, thereby powerfully to ſtrengthen them againſt 
their approaching ſufferings, becauſe they will ſoon 
be led with their bridegroom to Mount Golgotha, 
there to be crucified with him. For, verily, the per- 
fett deliverance of the children of God will not come 
till they have been firſt put to the teſt in Laodicea, and 
the empire of darkneſs has exerciſed its moſt extreme 
fury on them. 


4. Now, for the above-mentioned purpoſe it is, 
that this ſimple teſtimony of the everlaſting and endleſs 
| love 


Ne 
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love of GOD towards all his creatures, is recorded in 


this preſent little book. If thou, beloved Reader, 


makeſt proper uſe of it, (to the end whereof I wiſh 
thee the neceſſary light of the Holy Spirit) thou wilt 
reap abundance of benefit from it in time and eter- 


nity, and not know how to thank God, the infinite love, 


_ enough for it. 


5. But if thou turneſt into laſciviouſnels that which 


is declared unto thee in order to bring thee to re- 
pentance and true amendment of life, and if thou 


doſt pervert it to fortify thyſelf in thy carnal ſecurity ; 


then will, O man, thy doom be juſt in the day of judg- 

ment, nay, even in this world, may thyſoutward ſtate 
and condition here be whatſoever it will, Emperor, 
King, Prince, Count, Baron, Gentleman, Citizen or 
Peaſant, rich or poor, learned or unlearned. I and all 
the children of Love, who by the enlivening know- 
ledge of the everlaſting love of God, which is repre- 


ſented unto thee in this Treatiſe, quite plain and with- 
out obſcure enigmatical or proverbial ſayings ; we, I 


ſay, who are not made careleſs by ſuch love of God, 
but daily more and more ſanQtified and mightily en- 


couraged for our ſpiritual combat againſt the devil, 


world, fin, hell, and death, we will affiſt in condemn- 


ing thee. Yea, this little book, which now is given 


thee as a mean of life, ſhall then become thy death, 

a worm which will gnaw thee day and night, an unex- 
_ tinguiſhable fire. The Lord preſerve thee from 1 it, if 
thou deſireſt to be preſerved. 


6. If 


B 
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6. If any one ſhould undertake raſhly to contradia 


the eternal truth ſet forth in this Treatiſe, or to write 
againſt it, he may do it at his penl ; but then I would 
have him to know, that the empty vapours of the 
gloſſes of his reaſon will never be able to obſcure 
the bright ſun-beams of ſo many clear teſtimonies of 
. the holy Scripture, which treat of the everlaſting love 
of God towards all his creatures; (eſpecially as they 


are exhibited in the XIIth Chapter of this Treatiſe) 


and that I count him too feeble and unable to thruſt 


that God from his throne, who 1s everlaſting love to- 
wards all his creatures, and to enthrone a ſtrange God, 


who is to be worſhipped a as endleſs fury towards moſt 
of his creatures. 


7. And if any body ſhall go ſo far as to calumniate 


this teſtimony of eternal truth, and to perſecute my 


_ perſon, as much as lies in his power, he muſt know, 


that I will not be revenged on him in any other way, 
than by offering him up day and night to the end- 
leſs and tender love of God, together with all the 


reſt of corrupt creatures, being priſoners in the cen- 


ter of wrath, to the end that they may every one of 
them, by Chriſt Jeſus, the Son of eternal Love, be 
brought back again into the center of eternal love, from 
whence they are fallen, and thus enjoy for ever and e- 


ver, God who is nothing elſe but love! Vea, 
Amen ! ſo be it, Lord Jeſus, thou eternal and univer- 


fl Saviour, Amen! IO JF 60 


CHAPTER 


| 


THE | — 
EVERLASTING GOSPEL, 
: &c. &c. 


CHAPTER I. 


God, in his Word, deſcribes himſelf as the everlaſting, 


eſſential Love ; and the reſult thereof. 


"ONE can better deſcribe Gor, than God 
himſelf, or the Holy Spirit of God which teſ- 
tifies of him in the ſacred Scriptures. 4+ No man hath 


« ſeen God at any time: the only begotten Son, which 
« js in the boſom of the Father, he hath declared him.” 


St. John 1. 18. : 
« The Spirit ſearcheth all things, yea, the deep things 


©« of God. For what man knoweth the things of man, 


« fave the ſpirit of man which is in him? even ſo the 


E things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of 
e God.” 1 Cor. ii. 10, 11. 


2. The Holy Spirit deſcribes God, or the Divine 


Being, thus, that he is à Spirit. St. John 1 iv. 24. 


Light, without darkneſs,. 1 John i. 35. The Father 
4 eb From whom every good gift, and my perfect | 
Ba gift 


#1} 


gift cometh down, with whom is no variableneſs, neither 
ſhadow of turning. James L 29. -4 n fire. 
Heb. xii. 29. Deut. iv. 24. 

3. But all deſcriptions of the Divine Being, that we 
find in the holy Scriptures, together with all that may 
be believed, thought, or uttered of God, center in 
this one word, Love: which the Spirit of truth atteſts 
by St. John, ſaying, “ He that loveth not, knoweth 
tc not God; for Gop 1s Love. And we have kno 
& and believed the love that God hath to us. Gop 
& 1s Love, and he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in 
« God, and God in him.” 1 John iv. 8, 16. 

4. If God is Love eſſentially, and fo that, God and 


Love is one and the ſame thing, it undeniably follows, 


that whatſoever God doth, (though in our eyes it ſhould 
appear to be the moſt ternble affair) proceeds from 
Love, becauſe God, who does it, is Love itſelf: as, 
on the contrary, whatſoever Satan doth, let it appear 
never ſo good and uſeful, proceeds from hatred againſt 

God and his creatures. ants 
5. All works, that are not works of Love, in their 
very principle, or ſpring from it as their center, are not 
the works of God; becauſe God, as the eſſential, ever- 
laſting, unchangeable Love, can do no other but works 
of Love. As the tree 1s, lo are its fruits. St. Matt. \ vi. 
| 16, 17, 18. Xii. 33. 

6. All creatures confidend + in themſlves, without 
their coherent corruption, are produQtions of the eter- 
nal Love of God. 5 * 


not hate his creatures, or that in them which his 
hands have made. © For thou loveſt all the things 


) 
$ 
i 
1 
) 
) 


to the creatures, all the purpoſes of God muſt have - 


„For the Lord will not caſt off for eve. But 


them from fin and the curſe, that ſandtifieth and 


niſheth the creatures when they are found in rebel- 


© 4&2 


© For of him, and through him, and to him, are 
& all things.” Rom. xi. 36. Thou art worthy, 
& O Lord, to receive glory, and honour, and power: 
& for thou haſj created all thing, and for thy plea- 
e ſure they ard, and were created.“ Rev. iv. 11. 

Therefore, fince God cannot hate himſelf, he can- 


« th: re. and abhorrel nothing nicht 

tc made; for never wouldſt thou have made 

e thing if thou hadſt hated it.” Wiſ. xi. 20. 1 
7. So that all whatſoever Gop, who is Love, doch 4 

and purpoſeth with his creatures, as noble produc- J 

tions of his Love, both in this and in the future 

ages, muſt proceed from Love, and thus with reſpe& 


ſomething good and ſalutary for their ultimage end. 


ee though he cauſe grief, yet will he have compaſſion 
ee according to the multitude of his mercies: For 
& he doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the chil- 
'« dren of men.” Lam. iii. 31, 32, 33- 

8. Now, as it is the Love of God that made 
the creatures, that through Chriſt redeemeth 


purgeth them from all diſorder, that protects and 
preſerves them, and beſtows all manner of good 2x 
upon them; even ſo it is the ſame Love which pu- 


hon * their Maker, and do not continue in 
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the order in which he firſt created them. © As many 
& as I love I rebuke and chaſten : be zealous there- 
&« fore and repent.” Rev. iii. 19. Hence all puniſh- 
ments wherewith God viſits his creatures, as far as 
they come from him, and are conſidered according 
to their firſt principle, are works of Divine Love. 
9. If all puniſhments determined by God for the 
Creatures, be they never ſo dreadful, are (when conſi. 
works of divine Love, it neceſſarily follows from hence, 
that even the moſt dreadful puniſhments which God, 
in the age or ages to come, will inflit on bad angels 
and men, as far as they proceed from him, are 
grounded on no other principle than that of Love ; 


| fince God, who condemneth and ſentenceth the cor- 
rupt Creatures to ſuch puniſhments, is the eſſential, 


everlaſting, and unchangeable Love, and nothing 
elſe but pure Love, and will remain ſuch unto all 


| endleſs eternities, and therefore, all, whatſoever comes 
from him, muſt proceed from Love. If ſuch pu- 


niſhments, on God's fide, had any other ground but 
Love, then would that God, who puniſheth his crea- 


tures from ſuch a ground, be no God; becauſe the 
true and only God, beſides whom none other is to 
be found, is nothing elſe but pure Love, and who 


therefore can do nothing elſe but what ſprings from 
the center of Love, and returns into the ſame. 
Thus faith the Lord, the King of Iſrael, and his 


% Redeemer the Lord of Hoſts, I am the firſt, and I 
«am the laſt, and beſides me there is no God.” Iſai. 
_ xbv, 6. * 
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xliv. 6. And this God, beſides whom there is no 


other, is Love. 1 John iv. 8, 16. 


10. Hence it follows, without contradiQtion, that 
not one of thoſe puniſhments which God has determi- 
ned for the depraved creatures, can be intended for the 
never-ceaſing, and endleſs perdition and torment of thoſe 


| Intelligences that had their origin from the unchange- 


able Love of God; but they muſt needs aim at, and 


* 


be deſigned for, their final preſervation, melioration, 


and reſtoration, let them lait as long as they will: be- 
cauſe the deepeſt ground of all pumiſhments determined 


by God, for the creatures, ſo far as they are his doing, 


is his infinite and unchangeable Love. And it is im- 


poſſible that Love ſhould, without end, plague and tor- 
ment that which it loves; but by all pains and tormnts, 


| ſeeks, and can ſeek, nothing elſe but the amendment 
of its beloved object. For Love thinketh no evil ; 1 


Cor. xiii. 5. much leſs does evil, or deſigns to do it. 


CHAPTER II. 


What the Wrath of God is, and bis alice in punibing 


1. AS the whole Divine Being 1s pure 1 fo are 


likewiſe -all the attributes of God; as for inſtance, 


his Wiſdom, Omnipotence, Holineſs, Mercy, Truth, 
&c. at the bottom nothing elſe but Love. If an? 
thang could be ſaid of God, which is not grounded 
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upon Love, or is contrary to it, God would. have 


ſomething in himſelf, which would make him to be no 


God, becauſe the true and only God is entirely an 
ocean of Love. 

2. From hence may be caſily conceived what God's 
wrath is, and his juſtice in puniſhing, of which the 
Holy Scriptures, both in the old and new Teſtament, 
make mention ſo frequently: Namely, ſuch wrath 


and puniſhing juſtice of God, is, as all other Divine 


attributes, nothing elſe but his eſſential Love, which, 


as it ſhews itſelf pure with the pure, 2 Sam. xxii. 26, 
27. that is, deals moſt kindly, lovingly, and hounti- 


fully with thoſe creatures who ſtand in their right 


order, in true humility, and ſubjeQtion to God: fo. 


with the froward it will ſhew itſelf froward, or unſa- 
vory, Pſalm xviii. 25. 26. That is, with the per- 
verſe, rebellious, and proud creatures, who do not 
ſtand in that true erder wherein God would have 

them, but are diſobedient, and will not be ſubjea 
unto him, with ſuch it will deal hardly, and as 1t were 


act perverſely with them; for God reſiſteth the 
proud,“ 1 Peter v. 5, and he will torment them by all 
manner of bodily and ſpiritual plagues, both in this, 
and the next age, until they ſhall be ſubdued, and 


ſhall acknowledge their offences, humbling themſelves 


with their whole heart, before the righteous God, and 
in ſo doing ſhalt be made partakers of the ſweet 
effluence of his infinite and everlaſting mercy and 


Love. 


by 
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80 God is terrible, both in this and the other 


vorld, for this end only, that at the laſt he may be 
gracious and merciful to thoſe to whom he has been 


terrible. In ſhort, God, when he is angry, doth a 


ſtrange work, both in this and the next age, to the 
end that afterwards he may do his proper works, 
which are thoſe of Love, Grace and Mercy. 
e For I will not contend for ever, neither will 1 
et be always wroth, for the ſpirit ſhould fail before 
& me, and the ſouls which I have made,” Iſai. 
lvii. 16. 
« He will not aways chide ; neither will he =_—_ 
& his anger for ever.” Pſal. ciii. g. 
“For God hath concluded thaw all in unbelief, 
te that he might have mercy upon all.” Rom. xi. 32. 


See alſo Deut. xxviii. from verſe 15 to the end, 
compared with Chap. xxx. 2, 3, 4, 5» 6. 8c. com- 


pared with Ley. xxvi. ver. 14——45. 
3. God always continues the ſame towards all 
his creatures, and his nature, which is Love, is un- 


changeable, therefore all the anger of God, both in 


this world and that which is to come, hath only 
Love for the foundation of its working; yea, it is in 
reality nothing elſe but his eſſential and ever abiding 


Love, which muſt compel thoſe creatures by terrible 


judgments to obey him, that will not be brought to 
it by fair and gentle means; nevertheleſs ſo, that the 
obedience to which they are brought in ſuch a dread- 
ful manner, doth not remain forced: which is to be 
concluded from this, that the whole creation ſhall at 
laſt 


31 


laſt praiſe God, ſee Rev. v. 13, compared with 
Pal. cl. 6. And the reaſon for it will indiſputably 
be, becauſe that all ſhall zafte and ſee that the Lord is 
good, and that it is well with thoſe that obey him. 
Pal. xxxiv. 8. 


4. Hence it clearly appears, that it is impoſſible, 


that the wrath of God, and his Juſtice in puniſhing, 
| (fince they have. nothing elſe but the eſſential Love 
of God, for their deepeſt principle,) ſhould' be de- 
ſigned for, and tend towards the endlefs perdition of 
thoſe creatures that were produced from God's 
everlaſting Love, and which God, as ſuch, can no 


more hate than he can hate himſelf; but that God 
in all theſe puniſhments, can have no other final 
view than the rooting out of fin, and the mending 


and reſtoration of the corrupt creatures. 


5. And in ſuch a ſenſe it is that God is called in 


the holy Scriptures a conſuming fire, not as if he in- 


tended entirely to conſume his creatures, or to 
plague and torment them without end; but becauſe 


he will conſume the evil in and about his creatures, 
which by their wilful turning away from God, they 
have brought upon themſelves, and mixed with 
their being, and which he vill at laſt extirpate 
out of his whole Creation, and every individual crea- 
ture, and annihilate it: which certainly cannot be done 
without great pain to the corrupt creatures, whoſe 


whole will is ſo coherent with the evil. The whole 


Creation * ſhall be delivered from the bondage of 
corruption into the glorious liberty of the children 
« of God.” Rom. viii. 21. 


6 Then 
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« Then ſhall be brought to paſs the ſaying, hat 
* 1s written, Death is ſwallowed up in victory. O 


death, where is thy ſting ? O grave, or hell, where 


« 1s thy victory? The ſting of death is ſin: 1 Cor: 


xv. 54, 55» 50. © Death the laſt enemy ſhall be 
. deſtroyed.” ver. 26. 
* « Behold the Lamb of God who taketh away the 


& fin of the world.” St. John i. 29. where I would 
have you conſider in the original, the force of the 
expreſſion. Sin of the world, and the word take or 
bear away, which properly ſignifies, to make that ſome- 
thing which now exiſts, to be hereafter no more. Such 
a Saviour and Redeemer we have in the perſon of 


Chriſt, who will take away the ſin of the world; that 


is, he will by the power of his-moſt precious blood, 


ſhed for the fins of the whole world, brings things at 


laſt to ſuch a paſs, that no fin at all, and — 
not the leaſt evil will be any more found in the worlds 
or in the creatures of God, but be totally deſtroyed 
and ſwallowed up in victory, together with the wages 
of the firſt and ſecond death, depending thereon. 


CHAPTER III. 


| * 


Every thing that God willeth, muſt abſolutely be fulfilled 


at laſt ; and what is to be concluded therefrom. 


1. Every divine will, let it be conditional or abſolute, 
is in — earneſt, and of 1 power, and muſt 
12 therefore 


10 


there fore infallibly and actually be fulfilled at one 
time or another, be it never ſo long delayed. 

% Whatſoever the Lord pleaſed, that did he in 
0 heaven, and in earth, in the ſeas, and all deep 
& places.” Pſal. cxxxv. 6. 

And he doeth according to his will in the army 
& of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: 
« and none can ſtay his hand, or ſay unto him, 
„What doeſt thou?” Dan. iv. 35. He © worketh 
6 all. things after the counſel of his own will.” 
Epheſ. i. 11. 
2. Now ſince God in his word ſo earneſtly 4 
clares, and hath confirmed the ſame by a moſt ſolemn 
oath, that he hath zo pleaſure in the death of lim that 
dieth, nor in the death of the wicked ; but that the 
wicked turn from his way and live: Ezek. xviii. 23, 32, 
xxxiii. 11. That he is not willing that any ſhould periſh, 
but that all ſhould come to repentance. 2 Pet. iii. g. 
That he will have all men to be ſaved, or reſtored, 
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. 1 Tim. 
ü. 4. That at laſt be will make all things new, nothing 
excepted. Rev. xxi. 5. It unavoidably follows, that 


* this divine will muſt needs be finally accompliſhed 


in reſpe& to all, and every one of his creatures, 
whoſe death and deſtruction he willeth not, whom 
| he will have to be ſaved, and which he will make 
new. If it be not done in the preſent time, as indeed 
it is not but to the ſmalleſt number of the corrupt 
creatures, it muſt neceſſarily be done in the age to 
come, at leaſt before that ones when Chriſt, after all 


2 


glory. See 1 Cor. xv. 24. 


(1 ] 
things ſhall be ſubdued to him, and ſubordinate 
under him, that is, reſtored to that true order, in 
which they were created by him in the beginning, 
ſhall deliver up the kingdom to the Father, even 
the whole reſtored creation ; to the end that the moſt 


Holy God, who cannot unite himſelf with any thing 


that is impure, may be all in all, and fill all with his, 
28. Col. i. 16. com- 


pared with Gen. i. 31. 

3. The holy Scripture declares that wicked men 
both can and do oppoſe and reſiſt God; St. Matt. 
xxiii. 37. xxii. 3. St. John v. 40. Acts vii. 51. As 
alſo that no creature can reſiſt the will of God; Rom. 


ix. 19. Dan. iv. 35: Though here ſeems an apparent 
contradittion, yet both theſe poſitions may well con- 
fiſt together; and here may be ſaid, Diſtinguiſb be- 


teen the times, and the Scriptures will agree. 8 
4. The creatures may withſtand the will of their 


Creator; but this is not to be underſtood in ſuch a 
manner, as if there was an ability and power in them, 


whereby they might as it were repel and conquer the 


power and might of God that works in and upon 


them, ſo that the ſame could never get its laſt end 
with ſuch rebellious creatures. For it is only with 


God's permiſſion, and as long as he thinks fit that 
the creature is ſuffered to withſtand or reſiſt God, for 


reaſons: beſt known to him, and to the end that the 
creatures, who will not voluntarily chuſe the ſalvation 
and well-being offered to them, may taſte of the 
bitter fruits of their diſobedience, and on them- 

ſelves 
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ſelves learn to know the difference between good and 
evil, which before they would not believe, when God 


in his word did ſet it before their eyes; which, through 


the wiſdom and mercy of God, will at laſt have this 
good effect upon the malicious creatures, that they 
| will, as conquered, give themſelves up to their Creator, 

juſtify the puniſhment of their tranſgreffions, and 
| praiſe the moſt holy juſtice of God manifeſted therein, 
and conſequently humble themſelves before the Su- 


preme Being, who is able to ſubdue all, however 
great, mighty, haughty or malicious they may be; 


and thus by the grace of God, which they will em- 
| brace anew after they have ſuffered their puniſhment, 
they ſhall be diveſted of all their obſtinacy. 


Of this only true and certain way for the reſtora- 


tion of all ſtubborn and rebellious creatures, God has 
ſhewed us a very remarkable inſtance in Nebuchad- 
nexzar, as a pattern of the reſt of obdurate men and 
creatures. The confeſſion of this haughty monarch, 
concerning the moſt High King of Heaven, after he 
had felt the weight of his puniſhing hand, will ever 
hold true. He doeth according to his will in the 


&« army of Heaven, and among the inhabitants of the 
earth: and none can ſtay his hand, or fay unto 


„ him, What doeſt thou? All his works are truth, 
and his ways judgment, and thoſe that walk in 
„pride he is able to abaſe.” Dan. iv. 33, 37. 


It is therefore clear, that no creature can refiſt the - 
Creator to all endleſs eternity, or as long as God is 


to remain Gop, but only to a certain period or age, 


J 


\ 
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be that ſhort or long, 10, 100, 1000, 10,000, 20, ooo, 
40,000, or more years, yet at laſt it muſt come to an 
end. 

5. For if it was poſſible * the creatures to reſiſt 
their Creator in ſuch a manner as to repel and con- 
quer his Almighty and Divine power, by the power 
of their iniquity, and conſequently without God's 


permiſſion and the withdrawing of his might, to with- 
Rand him, and to continue in obſtinacy, bittemeſs, 
hatred and enmity againſt him, and what is more, to 


all endleſs eternity, and as long as God ſhall exiſt, (as 
has been commonly taught) it would indiſputably 
follow, that the creature, and that which is evil, is 
as ſtrong, or ſtronger than God, and that which is 


good; or that the will of God is not in earneſt, when 
he with ſo many ſolemn expreſſions declares, that he 


heartily deſires the ſalvation of all men; that he is not 
pleaſed with the deſtruction, death, and miſery of his 
creatures; but rather earneſtly requires, that they 


ſhould repent and live; and that he will make all 


things new. But neither can be thought of God 
without the greateſt blaſphemy, as it would entirely 


overthrow the whole Divine Being, make God to be 


no God, but an impotent idol, or an hypocrite; and 


conſequently quite open the way to all iniquity and . 
atheiſtical mockery, 
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CHAPTER IV. 


77 18 impoſſible that two contrary things ſoould be both 
| of endleſs duration. 


1. It is as impoſſible that there ſhould be two. 
endleſs contrary things, as that there ſhould be two 
real contrary Deities, a good God, anda bad one, or 

two ſorts of contrary creatures, both of truly divine 
| original, ſome being made good by God, and others 
bad. 

2. For an abſolute and merely infinite uns, 
which has neither beginning nor end, is, according to 
| the. confeſſion of all divines, yea, of every reaſonable 

man, a property peculiar to the uncreated Being only. 
But ſuch an infinite duration, which although it has 
a beginning, yet ſhall have no end, can only be the- 
property of thoſe creatures that are of divine original. 
For as theſe according to the language of Scripture 
are of divine origin, and therefore are rooted in God, 
or in his almighty creating power, which has no be- 
ginning, they can alſo be everlaſting, their exiſtence 
or duration can alſo be without end in God. For 
© in him we live, and move, and have our being, 

© For we are alſo his offspring.” Acts xvii. 28. 
But whatſoever has not its eternal root in God, or 
in his eternal creating power, but is ſprung up inthe 
creature in this world, by its voluntary turning away 
from God, and againſt his holy will, and conſequently 


SB 
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is an abomination and diſpleaſure to the Moſt High, 
and is only ſuffered by him, ſuch as fin, and the pu- 
niſhment depending thereon, theſe things cannot 
poſſibly be of an abſolutely endleſs exiflence, and 
duration, or remain ſo long as Gop ſhall exiſt ; but 
muſt of neceſſity ceaſe at laſt, and be annihilated. 
For as God is a Being to thoſe creatures which he 
created good, and which exiſt through his will, 
whereby they may ſubſiſt and be preſerved without 
end; ſo he is, on the contrary, to iniquity and fin, 
(which againſt his will is ſprung up in and ſticks to 
the creatures) a conſuming fire, whereby all fin and 
perverſeneſs inthe creatures muſt be at laſt conſumed, 
annihilated and ſeparated from them in the higheſt 
degree, in order to reſtore them to their primitive 
purity; in the ſame manner as fire does not conſume 
and deſtroy the gold, but only the droſs and that 
which is impure, 
g. Now all thoſe who pretend PO the degeneracy 
and fin found in fallen Angels and men, together with 


the. puniſhment following it, are of an abſolutely 


endleſs exiſtence, and vill continue ſo long as God 
exiſts, make fin either a God, or a creature of divine 
' original ; but how much this reſembles the hereſy 
imputed to the Manichees, is left to their o] 
judgment: or they deny that God is entirely a con- 
ſuming fire to fin: becauſe, according to their pre- 
tence, he either cannot or will not deſtroy it in moſt _ 
of the creatures; and conſequently repreſent him 
either an impotent God, or one who takes delight in 
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CHAPTER IV. 


It is impoſſible that two contrary things ſhould be both 
of endleſs duration. 


1. It is as impoſſible that there ſhould be two 
endleſs contrary things, as that there ſhould be two 
real contrary Deities, a good God, and a bad one, or 
two ſorts of contrary creatures, both of truly divine 
original, ſome being made good by God, and others 
bad. 

2. For an abſolute and meaty infinite duration, | 
which has neither beginning nor end, is, according to 
the confeſſion of all divines, yea, of every reaſonable. 
man, a property peculiar to the uncreated Being only. 
But ſuch an infinite duration, which although it has 


5 beginning, yet ſhall have no end, can only be the 


property of thoſe creatures that are of divine original. 
For as theſe according to the language of Scripture 
are of divine origin, and therefore are rooted in God, 
or in his almighty creating power, which has no be- 
ginning, they can alſo be everlaſting, their exiſtence 
or duration can alſo be without end in God. © For 
© in him we live, and move, and have our being, 
$6 For we are alſo his offspring.“ Acts xvii. 28. 
But whatſoever has not its eternal root in God, or 
in his eternal creating power, but is ſprung up in the 
creature in this world, by its voluntary turning away 
from God, and againſt his holy will, and conſequently 
is 


1 


is an abomination and diſpleaſure to the Moſt High, 
and is only ſuffered by him, ſuch as fin, and the pu- 
niſhment depending thereon, theſe things cannot 
poſſibly be of an abſolutely endleſs exiſtence, and 
duration, or remain ſo long as Gop ſhall exiſt ; but 
muſt of neceſſity ceaſe at laſt, and be annihilated. 
For as God is a Being to thoſe creatures which he 
created good, and which exiſt through his will, 
whereby they may ſubſiſt and be preſerved without 
end; ſo he is, on the contrary, to iniquity and fin, 
(which againſt his will is ſprung up in and ſticks to 
| the creatures) a conſuming fire, whereby all fin and 
perverſeneſs inthe creatures muſt be at laſt conſumed, 
annihilated and ſeparated from them in the higheſt 
degree, in order to reſtore them to their primitive 
-purity ; in the ſame manner as fire does not conſume 
and deſtroy the gold, but only the. droſs and that 
which is impure. 
3- Now all thoſe who pretend * the degeneracy 
and ſin found in fallen Angels and men, together with 
the puniſhment following it, are of an abſolutely 
endleſs exiſtence, and will continue ſo long as God 


exiſts, make fin either a God, or a creature of divine 


© original; but how much this reſembles the hereſy 
' imputed to the Manichees, is left to their on 
judgment: or they. deny that God is entirely a con- 
ſuming fire to ſin: becauſe, according to their pre- 
tence, he either cannot or will not deſtroy it in moſt 
of the creatures; and conſequently repreſent him 
either an impotent God, or one who takes delight in 
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fin and the puniſhment of it. For what man will 
ſuffer that continually before his eyes which is loath- 
ſome, or an abomination to him, if he has it in his 
power to remove it? Since God, therefore, has ſo 
earneſtly declared in his word, that all fin is an abo- 
mination unto him, and that he takes no pleaſure in 
the puniſhment of it; yea, that his end, in ſending 

his Son, is utterly to deſtroy fin and death, and eſſen- 
tially to reſtore an eternal righteouſneſs to all man- 
kind, who all both ſinned and died in Adam; fo that 
“As by the offence of one, judgment came upon all 


men to condemnation : even ſo by the righteouſ- 


« neſs of one, the free gift came upon all men, unto 
„ juſtification of life.” Rom. v. 18. It is evident, 
that all thoſe who by their tenets maintain, that God 
will ſuffer fin and the puniſhment of death in and upon 


his creatures to all endleſs eternity, which by his al- 
mighty power he can deſtroy, and hath ſolemnly pro- 
miſed that he will deſtroy, make the moſt true and 


holy God a liar and hypocrite, and contrary to his 
own plain words, accuſe him of taking delight and 
pleaſure 1 in fin and the puniſhment of death depend- | 


ing thereon. | 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER v. 


The diabolical Nature, and that which makes fallen An- 
gels to be Devils, muſt be well diſtinguiſhed from their 
angelical Nature in which they were created: and the 


Reſult _ 


Two things are to be conſidered in all fallen and 


_ corrupted creatures. Firſt, that nature in which 


God created them in the beginning; and, ſecond 


the degeneracy and fin, which through the creature's 


own fault has intermixed with that nature. 
For inſtance, the ſoul and body, with all their 


| powers and faculties, viz. the faculty to underſtand, 
to will or defire, to love, to act, to ſee, to hear, to 
ſmell, to feel, to taſte, &c. may be truly called the 


nature of man, in which God created him. But 
what is called fin, vice, and degeneracy, and which 
coheres, and 1s intermixed with, the human nature, 
ſince the fall, is this, That man's underſtanding is 
darkened; his will, defires, and affeQions, are not 
fixed upon God and everlaſting things, but upon the 
creatures, and thoſe things which are tranſitory and 
vain; and that man, according to his perverſe will 
and defires, and the blindneſs of his mind and under- 


ſtanding, does not apply the reſt of the faculties 
of his ſoul, and his body with all its limbs, to that 


uſe which is agreeable to God, but, on the contrary, 

to ſuch things as diſpleaſe him. Sin, therefore, con- 

ſilts in * elſe but diſorder and abuſe: and 
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when a man is converted, and of a finner is made a 
_ godly and holy man, he goes over from the diſorder 
and abuſe of his nature, to the true order and right 
uſe of it. St. Paul thus expreſſed the difference, 


& As ye have yielded your members ſervants to un- 
„& cleanneſs and to iniquity, even ſo now yield your 
tc members ſervants to righteouſneſs unto holineſs.” 
Rom. vi. 19. © I beſeech you, brethren, by the mer- 


&« cies of God, that ye preſent your bodies a living 


* 
„ * 


A 
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“ ſacnfice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is 
“ your reaſonable ſervice.” Chap. xii. 1. 
2. Now, as fin, which cleaves to the depraved 


creatures, is the only thing which God hates; ſo it 


appears impoſſible for him to hate in itſelf the being 
or nature of his creatures, let them be never ſo cor- 
rupt ; but as he loved them when he created them, 


he will love them to all endleſs eternity, becauſe, as 
creatures, they are the productions of his eternal, un- 


changeable love. For of him, and through him, 
and to him are all things.“ Rom. xi. 36. Thou 
tc art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, honour, and 


power: for thou haſt created all things, and for. 
thy pleaſure they are, and were created.” Rev. 
iv. 11. For thou loveſt all the things that are, and 
&« abhorreſt nothing which thou haſt made: for 


«© never wouldſt thou have made any thing if thou 
4 hadſt hated it.” Wiſdom xi. 24. 
3. Although creatures that are endued by God 


with a free will, may ſpoil themſelves through the 


_ abuſe of that free will, * no creature of itſelf can 
annihilate 
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annihilate that being or nature which God gave it, or 
make ſomething ſo quite different of it, that nothing 
of a creature of God ſhall remain. For as no crea- 
ture can give itſelf a being, ſo neither can it take 
away or annihilate its own being. And as it is only 
the Omnipotence of God which is able to produce 
_ conſcious intelligent beings, ſo alſo nothing leſs than 
the ſame almighty power is able to take away the ex- 


K 3 iſtence of thoſe cre: "E yhic le hath made. As 
$ long, therefore, as a creature remains a creature, ſo 
long ſomething remains in it which God truly loves, 
Þ viz. that being which he gave it; ſuppoſe the ſame 
t to be never ſo diſordered and corrupt. 
8 4̃. Nov all this is to be well conkdered with reſpe& 
1 to fallen angels: for then we ſhall be able to diſcem 
„ the deepeſt ground for the myſtery of their reſtoration, 
s and conſequently comprehend it the more eafily. 
* I mean, we muſt learn well to diſtinguiſh between 
, that angelical nature in which God created them, and 
WM the iniquity and fin, which, through their own fault, 
d has intermixed with ſuch nature, the ſource where- 
3 of is their perverſe ſelf. will, that cauſed them to 
. leave their center and principle of humility (where - 
d in alone a creature can be happy) and to withdraw 
r themſelves from their obedience and ſubjection to 
u God, and to rely on themſelves, willing to live inde- 
pendent of God, nay indeed, to be themſelves God. 
d For ſuch an independence as admits of none ſuperior, 
e or where one needs not to be ruled by the will and 
n command of another, is, and always muſt be an eſſential 
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property of the great Gop and Creator of all things, 
and cannot by any means belong to a creature, nor 
can be ceded to it by God, who will not give his glo- 
ry to another. Iſai. xlii. 8. xlviii. 11. | 

Therefore the Scripture very emphatically ſays of 
the devil, that he- abode not in the truth. St. John 
viii. 44. And that the angels kept not their firſt eſtate, 
but left their oon habitation. _= 18 


— with all he e that is in it, — produ- 
ced thereby, is the proper diabolical nature, or that 
which makes them devils and enemies of Gop; and 
this alone is the thing which is an abomination to him, 
and what he hates in them. 5 
6. But that an angelical nature in itſelf, in which 
God firſt created the fallen angels, and to which the 
iniquity, degeneracy, and perverſeneſs ſo cloſely 
cleave, or rather have quite penetrated through, and 
intermixed with, that I ſay is no devil, but according 
to the confeſſion of all reaſonable men, a good crea- 
ture of God, a produtiion of eternal love, which the 
Creator as truly loves, as he loves the being and na- 
ture of men, yea, as himſelf, and will love to all 
endleſs eternity ; and conſequently, by virtue of ſuch 
his everlaſting, unchangeable, and almighty love, 
will of neceſſity bring it once into the right order 
again. For, as by CxrisT he has created all things 
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, viſible and in- 
viſible, &c. Col. i. 16. (to which likewiſe indiſputa- 
bly belong all fallen angels) even ſo it has alſo been 
| the 
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the good pleaſure of God to reconcile all thoſe things 


(which were created by Chriſt) unto himſelf, whether 


they be things in earth, or things in heaven ; ver. 20. 
that is, by the power of his blood, ſhed for the fins 


of all, to make them fit and capable of being reſtored 
from their diſorder to their firſt right and true order, 


though every one in his own time, ſo that at laſt 


not only the wrath of God may be turned away 


from the creatures, but alſo the enmity of the crea- 
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tures themſelves, ceaſe, and the forrow which 


the good and holy creatures of God really feel for 


their fallen and corrupt fellow creatures, may be no 


more; but univerſal joy, and everlaſting praiſes to 


God may be cauſed and raiſed in the whole creation. 


The words of God, that he will make all things new, 


Rev. xxi. 5. are true, whether men believe them or 


not : their unbelief will not make the promiſe void. 


For as every thing was very good when firſt created 
by God, for God ſaw every thing that he had made, 

and behold it was very good. Gen. i. 31. ſo when he 
ſhall make all things new, there will be neither fin, 
death, nor hell, nor ſorrow, crying, nor pain, through- 
out the whole creation, which ſhall then be wholly 


delivered from the bondage of corruption, znto the glorious 
"I of the children of God. Rom. viii. 21. 


All men who raſhly dare exclude one of the 
fallen creatures, be it never ſo corrupt, from the 
endleſs mercy and all renewing Love of God, are, 
not yet grounded in that love to enemies, which is fo 
highly recommended to us by the univerſal Saviour 

_ C4 of 
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of the world, See St. Matt. v. 44—————48, 


St. Luke vi. 27 36.) which diſtinguiſhes true 
Chriſtians from unbelievers, and is the ſureſt ſign of 
our being the children of God. They are not yet 
grounded in humility, becauſe they have not that 
deep ſenſe of their own miſery and moſt abominable 
condition by nature, - that they ought to have ; and 
conſequently cannot duly pity other corrupt crea- 
tures as they ought, conſidering them as God's 
creatures. They are reſpetters of perſons, and ſo not 
altogether made partakers of the divine nature; ſince 
with Gop, who is everlaſting love towards all his 
creatures, as ſuch, no reſpett of perſons finds place, 
Ats x. 34. Rom. ij. 11. Col. iii. 23. They do not 
yet know what that Scripture meaneth . For God 
& hath concluded them all in unbelief, tbat he might 
& have mercy upon all: Rom. xi. g2. And indeed 
God's mercy is not only towards all men, but alſo 
according to the plain teſtimony of truth, over all his 
- works. Pſal. cxiv, g. to which indiſputably the fallen 
Angels belong, who in the beginning were even ſome 
of the moſt glorious and chief works of God, the 
Holy Spirit in the Scriptures calling them principali- 
ties, powers, and rulers. Epheſ. vi. 12. | 

Thoſe men do not underſtand how neceſſary that 
knowledge is, which St. Paul wiſhes all believers 
to © be able to comprehend with all ſaints, what is 
the breadth, and length, and depth and height, 
and to know the love of Chnſt, which paſſeth 
„knowledge.“ (or, as the original may ſignify, 7s 
know that the love of Chri 0 far ſu rpaſſeth all knowledge) 
66 that 
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& that they might be filled with all the fullneſs of 
4 God,” in ſuch a manner as to ſee that it extends o- 
ver the whole creation, and every individual creature, 
Epheſ. iii. 18, 19. From whence it follows, that 
- thoſe cannot be filled with all the fullneſs of God, who 
will not comprehend with all ſaints what is the breadth, 
and length, and depth, and height of the love of God, 
and that it is broader, longer, deeper, and higher, than 
all fin which is to be found in the creatures, with the 
carruption depending thereon ; yea, who will not 
| know, that the love of Chriſt infinitely ſurpaſſeth all 
knowledge of men and angels, but dare preſumptioul- 
ly confine it within the narrow limits of their own 
knowledge, and tenets taught by corrupt human rea- 


ſon. In ſhort, theſe men who murmur againſt the 


goodneſs of the heavenly Father of the family, and 


complain of his everlaſting love and mercy, may find 


both their pictures drawn, and their leſſons given 
them, in St. Matt, xx. 10——16. and St. Luke xv, 
28—— 32. 
8. Now if that man, who, regardleſs of all remon- 
ſtrances, would audaciouſly exclude but one creature 
from the endleſs mercy of God, deſerves ſuch a cen- 
ſure, what ſhall we ſay of thoſe, who, with great aſ- 
ſurance, dare exclude from it ſo many thouſands of. 
millions of creatures, that through the blood of 
Chriſt are all made fit for redemption and reconcilia- 
tion? Ah! may theſe poor men be prevailed upon, 
by the wounds of Jeſus Chriſt, the univerſal Saviour 
of the world, and by the everlaſting mercy and love 
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of God, which will moſt tenderly embrace them too, 
to pity, in this caſe, their own ſouls, and to conſider 
what an abominable arrogance it is, to make the love 
of God, which has no limits, much leſs than the love 
of men, who are bound to love even their worſt e- 


nemies, and to recompence all evil with nothing but 


good ; and yet with all their love they are no more 


to be compared with God, and his love, and mercy, 
than the leaſt worm that creeps on the ground, and 


is trodden under foot, is to be compared to the high- 
eſt angel in heaven, or one fingle drop of water to 
the vaſt ocean. Let them conſider, what a terrible 
fin and raſhneſs it is, only to acknowledge Jeſus 


Chriſt, the univerſal Saviour of the world, by whom 


all things in heaven and earth were created, and 
are to be reconciled, to be an actual Saviour and 
Redeemer of about the thouſandth part of mankind, 
and conſequently rob him of almoſt all his glory, 
by leaving him for his real property no more than 
that very ſmall number or handful of elect, or firſt- 
born men unto falvation, (St. Matt. xxii. 14. Chap. 
vii. 14.) and by excluding all the reſt of the unſpeak- 
able multitude of men and creatures, to all eternity, 
from any real participation of the tender mercy and 
love of God, and the redemption of his beloved 


Son, although it evidently appears from Scripture | 


to be defigned for all. For, although it is too 


true, that a great part of mankind, like Eſau, will, 


through their own fault, be entirely deprived of, 
and loſe the great prerogative of their birth-right, 
Shi and 
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and fo far be caſt away; yet it is utterly falſe, that 


therefore they will be altogether excluded from all 
enjoyments of the tender mercies of God, and be 
doomed to endleſs torments, and never, never feel 
the virtue of Chriſt's atoning blood. Can this be 
the perfect, ancient, and eternal Goſpel, which 
Chriſt has commanded to be preached to every crea- 
ture, St. Mark xvi. 15. or to the whole creation? 


which his apoftles preached 7o every creature who is 
under heaven? Col. i. 23. yea, was it this which 


Chriſt himſelf preached to the ſpirits in the infernal 


' priſon, when he announced to them that the judg- 


ment paſſed upon them had been only intended for 
the deſtruttion of the fleſh, or that which was carnal, 
ſinful, and diabolical in them, but that they ſhould 
live again according to God in the ſpirit ? 1 Pet. iii. 19, 
20. compared with Chap. iv. 6. I can never be- 
lieve this partial Goſpel to be that which Chriſt com- 


manded to be preached to every creature, let who 


may, can, and will; but I rather hold it, if not for a 
quite perverſe and new, yet at leaſt for a corrupt, 


mutilated, and wrongfully-circumſcribed goſpel, con- 


trived and introduced by depraved and ſelf-wiſe hu- 
man reaſon, in order to obſcure and ſuppreſs the true 
goſpel of our eternal Redeemer, which alone has the 
power to make men godly and happy from the bot- 
tom of their hearts, when the other only ſerves to 
propagate bigotry, flaviſh fear, and hypocriſy. And 
I am apt to think, if even an angel from heaven was 
to preach the before-mentioned curtailed goſpel to 
the zealous Apoſtle Paul, who in his writings has 
left 
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left us the moſt excellent teſtimonies of the impartial 
and univerſal love of God, he would denounce an 
anathema againſt him. Gal. i. 8, 9. 

9. Therefore all ſuch of every ſed and religious 
party in Chriſtendom, who will not ſuffer the true an- 
_ cient goſpel of Chriſt to be preached, which, accord- 
ing to our Saviour's plain words, is deſigned for eve- 

ry creature, but with all their might endeavour to ſup- 
preſs it, in order to eſtabliſh the new invented, par- 
tial, and mutilated goſpel, which hardly extends to a 
thouſandth part of God's creatures; all ſuch, I ſay, 
will haye great reaſon to be afraid of the fore-menti- 
oned anathema of the Apoſtle Paul. 

Thoſe men diſcover a terribly envious ſpirit, and 
an intolerably diabolical pride, by grudging moſt 
creatures the endleſs mercy of God, and endeavour- 
ing totally to deprive them of it; but let them take 
care that thereby they do not incur the danger of be- 
ing themſelves for a long period excluded from the 
real enjoyment of it. This is certain, that in ſo doing, 
they commit a fin which deſerves ſuch a puniſhment. 

For in the ſame manner as they behave towards 
their fellow-creatures, that are in the eſtimation of 
God as good as themſelves, even ſo will God behave 
himſelf towards them; and with the ſame meaſure 
that they mete unto their brethren, it ſhall be meaſu- 


red unto them; yea, good meajure, preſſed down, ſba- 


ken together, and running over, ſhall be given into their 
b:ſom. St. Luke vi. 38. See alſo to this purpoſe St. 
Matt. xviii. 33, 34, 35- Let them reflect upon the 
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terrible and juſt threatning which God has annexed 
as a concluſion to the book wherein he fo plainly de- 
clares, that evcry creature which is in heaven, and on 
the earth, and under the earth, and ſuch as are in the 
ſea, and al! that are in them, ſhall praiſe and glorify 
God and the Lamb for ever and ever, Rev. v. 13. and 
that he will make all things new, Chap. xxi. 5. He ſays, 
« If any man ſhall take away from the words of the 
& book of this prophecy, God ſhall-take away his part 
ee out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, 
* and from the things which are written in this book.” 
Chap. xxii. 19. 

Oh, how eagerly will all thoſe upon whom this ter- 
rible judgment lights, wiſh that it may be true, what 
has been teſtified unto them of the everlaſting riches of 
God's love ; and that on the other hand, all oppoſite 
dogmas which convert the everlaſting love of God in- 
to endleſs fury and wrath, though propagated by them- 
ſelves in this world, may be falſe! but for their juſt 
puniſhment, they will have no full aſſurance, and con- 
ſequently no comfort of it in their hearts, during all 
that terrible long period wherein God will entirely 
hide his face from them. See Prov. i. 24—32. 
10. If we ponder well our own natural wretchedneſs, 

and the condition we are in under the fall, it ſhould, 
methinks, bring pretty low ; nay, utterly deſtroy that 

pride and envy of ours, which cauſeth us to endea- 
vour raſhly to exclude from the everlaſting mercy of 
God, ſo many millions of angelical and human crea- 
tures. For without the mercy of God, we are not 
only 


19 
only as bad as the moſt wicked wretch on earth, but 
we are alſo nothing better than the devil and his an- 
gels. Nay, one may in truth ſay, that man, in ſome 
meaſure, has diſcovered greater wickedneſs againſt 
God's moſt holy majeſty than the devils themſelves. 
For the evil ſpirits have never yet oppoſed God in 
endeavouring to work out their own ſalvation, be- 

cauſe the economy and proper periods for it are not 
yet come, and conſequently they have had no oppor- 
tunity of committing this moſt heinous of all ſins; 
though they have oppoſed God, and ſtill continue to 
oppoſe him, in his endeavours to deliver mankind 
from their power, and to tranſlate them into the king- 
dom of his beloved Son; but this is hardly to be won- 
dered at, conſidering the moſt depraved ſtate they 
are in. But men, on the contrary, moſt vehemenily 
reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt in the work of their own ſalva- 
tion, from their youth, not only in ignorance, but 
too often knowingly and wilfully. Not to mention, 
that things cannot go worſe among the devils in their 
dark infernal regions, than they go among men of 
this wicked world. Ah, what diſcord is there among 
them! How do they plague and torment one ano- | 
ther! What contentions, quarrels, ſeditions, vexa- 
tion and oppreſſion of the poor and needy! What wars 
and bloodſhed do we not continually hear of! But 
that this is not the caſe with the devils (of which men 
| Ought to be aſhamed) and that they do not fall out 
among themſelves our Saviour himſelf declares, St. 
Matt. xii. 26. alledging at the ſame time the reaſon 
. RS for 
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for it, becauſe then their kingdom would not ſtand. 


There is another thing wherein men are frequently 


far more criminal than devils, and that is, in profane 
language, curſing, ſwearing, blaſpheming, and exe- 


crating themſelves: when an evil ſpirit ſpake to 
| Jeſus, with how much reverence he addreſſed him, 


& I know thee, who thou art, the Holy One of 
“ God!” St. Mark i. 24. And far from execrating 


themſelves, or wiſhing damnation to come upon 


them, as wicked men frequently do, they eameſtly 
beſought our Lord that he would not torment them 
nor ſend them into the abyls. * v. 7. St. Luke, 


viii. 28, 31. 


So it clearly appears, that in many caſes the ini- 


quity of men ſurpaſſes that of the devils themſelves. 


A truly penitent, afflicted and contrite heart would in- 
fallibly deſpair at this terrible fight of human wick- 


edneſs, when it comes to have a full view thereof as 
well in itſelf as in others, if the univerſal and moſt 
impartial mercy of God in Jeſus Chriſt, our eternal 


Redeemer, and through his all ſufficient merits, was 
not its comfort. In ſuch a ſtate men learn to ſet the 
true value upon the precious pearl of this evangelical 


truth, and begin to conceive that the origin of all 


railing againſt, and contradidting this bleſſed doc- 
trine, is either that groſs, or ſubtil phariſaical ſpirit 


in mankind, that cannot ſo eaſily be rooted out, even 


in the diſciples of Chriſt ; and this ſpirit prevents 
men from knowing, feeling, and acknowledging that 
more than diabolical wickedneſs which lies in our 
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corrupt nature, and conſequently while under the 
government of ſuch a temper, they can neither under- 
ſtand nor duly eſteem that adequate and grand 
remedy deſigned by God for the curing and taking 

away of this great evil. So far indeed I allow a pre- 
| ference to fallen men before the apoſtate angels; that 
God offers his mercy firſt to men, ſince his juſ- 
tice requires that the deceived ſhould be reſtored 
before the deceivers : but the ground for this prefe- 
rence does not lie in ourſelves, but in the endleſs 
mercy and moſt holy juſtice of God. For in our de- 
praved and corrupt eſtate, we need not imagine our- 
ſelves to be one whit better than the fallen angels, or 
to deſerve the leaſt preference before them. 

That which makes them devils, and an abomination 
in God's eyes, namely, their perverſe /elf-will, which 
will not bow under God, but would be entirely inde- 
pendent, not ſubjeAt to the divine law; that ſame 
perverſe ſelf-will, is the thing in us which renders us 
as abominable in the fight of God as the fallen an- 
gels themſelves. This perverſe ſelf-willl is the true 
devil in all fallen finful Creatures, this is that which 
conſtitutes angels, devils, who otherwiſe would be 
good creatures of God. Hence it is, that ſuch men 
as follow their perverſe ſelf-will, (which may infinu- 
ate itſelf into the moſt ſacred things) and ſuffer it to 
reign in themſelves, and to prevail over them, are 
called in Scripture by the fame names which are 
given to evil angels. They are for inſtance called 
Adverſaries, or . which means the ſame, St. 
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Matt. xvi. 23. 1 Tim. v. 14. Yea, Diaboli, that is 
_ devils, or Calummators, &c. St. John vi. 70. 1 Tim. 


i. 6, 79. Therefore all fallen men, as far as they are 
under the dominion of fin, or their perverſe ſelf-will, 
are nothing elſe but Diaboli incarnati, or incarnate 
devils. Whoſoever will not know this, nor own him- 
ſelf to be according to the fallen nature as bad as the 
devil himſelf, ſuch an one does not know as yet his 


ſinful ſtate as he ought to do; he is far from being 


rightly grounded in true humility, and there is as yet 
a great deal of the abominable ſeed of ſpiritual pride 


in his heart, let him think never ſo much of his ho- 


lineſs and humility. He has never yet begun truly 
and in reality to practiſe the earneſt command of 
his Saviour, to hate himſelf or his own life, St. Luke 
xiv. 26, (to wit, in his own corrupt nature, which de- 
ſerves as much to be hated as the devil himſelf) and 


| therefore does not know how to eſteem ſufficiently 


the everlaſting mercy of God, and the precious blood 
of our univerſal Redeemer. For if he but knew the 


horrible wickedneſs of his own evil nature, and had 


come duly to eſteem the endleſs mercies of God, and 


all ſufficient merits of Chriſt, he really would not 


grudge one of the fallen creatures a part in the 


boundleſs love of God, and that grace of Jeſus 
Chriſt which is able to deliver ſouls from hell, but 
would wiſh them all to partake of it as freely as he 


_ himſelf attained it, even if there was not one word of it 


mentioned in the Bible; whereas the Scripture abun- 
dantly teſtifies of this boundleſs infinite everlaſting | 
D love . 
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love, and the whole creation declares it to us as it were 
with living voices, if we would but hear it. 

11. Now our ever-loving God, who has begun to 
have mercy on fallen men, who, in their ſinful nature 
are incarnate devils, and has already made great num- 
bers of them holy children of God, reſembling the 
angels in heaven, and will continue fo to do; the fame 
ever-loving God, I fay, will in his own time have pity 
alſo upon the reſt of mankind, who in this life have 
forfeited their ſpiritual birth-right ; and not upon 
them only, but even on the fallen angels themſelves, 
when they will begin to humble themſelves truly be- 
fore God. And then it will be as eaſy for him to 
make them holy angels again, as it was to make angel- 
like men and children of God of fo many thouſands 
of fallen men or incamate devils. And that this will 
certainly come to paſs in the fullneſs of the ages or 
periods appointed for it, will admit of no doubt, if we 
conſider the promiſe of God, that he will make all 
things new, Rev xxi. 5. and that he hath prepared 
all things that are in heaven, and on the earth, for this 
renovation or actual reconciliation, by reconciling them 
to himſelf by the death of his Son, who hath made peace 
by the blood of his croſs. See Rom. v. 10. Col. i. 20. 
I0o conclude, let us further conſider, that it will be 
as eaſy a matter for the everlaſting mercy of God to 
forgive the fallen angels their fins, whenever they 
will begin to humble themſelves before him, as it is 
for him to forgive us ours. For let their fins be ever 


ſo great, ever ſo many, or ever ſo grievous, yet both 
have 
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have but one ſource, that is, as above ſaid, felf will 


and pride, And as the nature of things does not ad- 
mit of any other ſource of evil, ſo there is no other 
God but he who himſelf is mercy and love. 


CHAPTER VI, 


| Of the everlaſting Validity and Efficacy of the merits of 


Chriſt, and the Eternal Redemption found out by him: 
aud that the ſame is infinitely more powerful than all 
Sin, and Corruption ſpringing therefrom. | 


1. None, it is to be hoped, who claims the name of 
a Chriſiian among all religious parties of Chriſtendom, 


let them otherwiſe be never ſo much divided, will 


deny Caz1sT our Redeemer to be ſtronger and far 
more powerful than the devil, and the grace of re- 


demption and falvation procured by him through 


his merits and ſufferings, to be infinitely more effica- 
cious than all fin, together with the corruption and 
miſery ſpringing therefrom. For whoſoever would 
deny this, would not only declare himſelf an infidel, 
but even a blaſphemer againſt Chriſt. Beſides, the 


nature of the thing requires it, that a Saviour or De- 


liverer be ſtronger than the Enemy whoſe priſoners he 
is to take away by force; and the plain word of God 
declares Jzsus Canis to be ſuch a Saviour and 
Deliyerer. See Iſai. xlix. 25, 26. Hoſea xiii. 14. St. 
Luke xi. 21, 22. 1 John iv. 4. Rom. v. 20. 

D 2 2. But 
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2. But there is a dottrine propagated and believed 
by many, which is quite inconſiſtent with what is ad- 
vanced above; namely, That although Chriſt bas re- 
deemed all men, or through his blood bought and reconciled 
them unto God, yet none really partake of his redemption 
but thoſe who in this life believe in him, and by faith en- 
dure to the end ; and that all the reſt of mankind, who do 
not come to belit ve in Chriſt in this life, but continue in 
puniſhed i in the age to tome, which is true, 4 that they 
Will, moreover, with all evil angels, be ſeparated from 
God to all endleſs eternity, even ſo long as God ſhall exiſt, 
and ſhall ſuffer endleſs forments, and never ſhare in the 
redemption of Chriſt. 

g. How 1s it poſſible now, I pray, according to this 
doQtrine, that Chriſt ſhould be ſtronger than the 
devii? How can the grace procured and purchaſed by 
his merits, ſufferings, and death, be more efficacious 
than fin and all corruption and miſery ſpringing from 
it ? For our Saviour declares in plain terms, and daily 
experience confirms it, that by far the ſmalleſt num- 
ber of men find in their life time the narrow way of 
repentance and faith, and through the ſtraight gate go 
into eternal life ; but that, on the contrary, moſt of 
them go the broad way of perdition, and become a 
prey to the j Jaws of hell. See St. Matt. vii. 13, 14. 
St. Luke xiii. 23, 24. St Matt. xxii. 14. Ah! if no 
more men are really partakers of the redemption of 

Chriſt, than thoſe, who in this life come to be united 
to him, he will hardly be a Saviour to the millionth 
part of mankind; and Satan. will, according to his 

_ wiſh 
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wiſh and lene, keep the greateſt number captives - 
in his empire to all endleſs etemity. And according 
to this ſcheme, how can Crxr1sT be ſaid to be ſtronger 
than his enemy the devil? But you will perhaps re- 
ply, that the ſtrength of Chriſt manifeſts itſelf, and 
may be known by his really delivering and ſnatching 
out of the claws of Satan the few ele. But pray, is 

Chriſt to be only a Saviour of the elect? Is he not alſo 
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ii. 2. And has he not t bought with his blood thoſe who 
bring upon themſelves fwift deſtruction? 2 Pet. ii. 1. 
If a man was to give out of himſelf againſt his 
enemy, who had led a million of his people captive, 
that he was ſtronger than ſuch an enemy, and that he 
- would beat and ſpoil him of all his priſoners, becauſe 
he heartily pitied the poor fouls; and coming there- 
upon to the battle, was to deliver, of a million of pri- 
ſoners, about three, or at the moſt ten, leaving all 
the reſt in ſlavery, becauſe the enemy had too well 
ſecured them; pray, would you believe ſuch a man to 
be much ſtronger than his enemy, fince of a million 
of pri ſoners, he had actually delivered about three or 
ten? Would you not be apt to ſay, that he had 
boaſted much more of himſelf than he was able to 
perform, and juſtly conclude, that he muſt want 
either ſtrength or power to overcome the enemy, . or 
mercy and compaſſion towards the poor captives? 
Now, ſuch a bragging, yea, unmerciful, or infirm man 
do we generally make of Chriſt, by teaching and ac- 
knowledging on the one hand, that he is an univerſal 
Redeemer, but on the other hand, perverſely pretend, 
that 
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that but the ſmalleſt number of men, viz. tis few cle& 
(who, compared to the reſt of mankind, are hardly 
as ten to a million) in reality partake of his redemp- 
tion, and that all the reſidue of fallen men and other 
creatures are to be wholly excluded therefrom to all 
endleſs eternity. Certainly if Chriſt is no other than 
ſuch a Saviour to us, I ſay again, the devil, who ac- 
cording to the common opinion, will for eyer, world 

without end, and as long as Chriſt is to be Chriſt, 
keep in his power and under his dominion by far the 
greateſt part of men, of whom we at the ſame time 
own that Chriſt has an eameſt deſire to redeem them, 
muſt be many thouſand times mightier than he, Ve- 
rily if this was the caſe with our Redeemer, he muſt 

either fall ſhort of power to conquer the devil, or 
want pity and compaſſion towards thoſe poor ſouls 
that are kept priſoners by the devil. 8 
4. It may be you will make me another objefiion, | 
and ſay, That Chriſt neither wants for force to con- 
quer his enemy, nor mercy towards the captives; but 
that the reaſon why ſo few men are really delivered 
by him, is, becauſe they reſiſt his grace, and ſponta- 
neouſly defire to remain the infernal tyrant's ſlaves. 
To this I anſwer, But what is then ſuch refiſtance and 
obſtinacy in moſt men againſt the grace of Jeſug 
Chriſt offered them? What is the blindneſs and hard- 
neſs of their hearts, according to which they them- 
ſelves chuſe to continue in the ſervice of the devil? 
Are they not altogether the workings of Satan? Are 
they not all chains and ſnares wherewith he has 
bound and entangled poor men? Now if Chriſt, 
who 
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who is to be an univerſal Saviour of mankind, will 
in moſt men never, to all endleſs etemity, and as long 
as God is to remain God, deſtroy ſuch works of the 
devil; if he will never break and untie the chains and 
fetters wherewith Satan hath bound the greateſt part 
of mankind; it will ſtill follow, that Chriſt muſt be 
either unmerciful, and not willing to do it, or that he 
is not able to perform what he would deſire. But 
_ _— nay how great a blaſphemy is it to 


711, and that which is evil, ſtronger than 
Chriſt "wi that which is good, and fin more power- 
ful than the grace of God? 


5. Thanks be to God, that in Chriſt we have ſuch 
a Redeemer, who, although he is a ſpecial Saviour of 
thoſe that believe, 1 Tim. iv. 10. becauſe he will 
grant them to fit with him upon his tkrone, Rev. iii. 
21. and make them partakers of all his glories, to 
which dignity and high degree of ſalvation, none of 
thoſe will ever attain who muſt be humbled and 
brought to Chriſt by the judgment of the next age; 
yet he is nevertheleſs not a mere titular, but a real 
Saviour of all the reſt of men: who al/o by the blood of 
bis covenant ſendeth forth his priſoners out of the pit, 
wherein is no water, Zech. ix. 11. that is out of the 
| fate of the damned, where not one drop of comfort 
is to be found. He has the keys of hell, and of deatb, 
Rev. i. 18. and conſequently is able to caſt into, and 
_ diſcharge therefrom whomſoever he pleaſes ; and he 
will actually ranſom them from the power of the grave 
(or hell) and will redeem them from death, in ſuch a 


* 00 be a plague to death, and total 
deſtruc- 
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deſtruttion to the grave (or hell). Hoſea xiii. 14. 
That is, he will continue ſo long to redeem from 
hell, till not one priſoner more ſhall be left in its jaws 
and in the power of the devil, and death, and all the 
power of Satan ſhall be deſtroyed and wholly annihi- 
lated. Then ſhall be compleatly fulfilled what is 
written, Death is ſwallowed up in victory. Oh, 
&« death where is thy ſting ! Oh, grave (or hell) where 
te is thy victory? The ſting of death is fin, and the 
ce ſtrength of fin is the law. But thanks be to God, 
« who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jeſus 
& Chriſt.” 1. Cor. xv. 54, 557 56, 57- | 

6. If but one ſoul was to remain in the power of 


the devil, death, or hell, to all endleſs etemity, as 


long as God ſhall exiſt, then the devil, death, and 


hell, would for ever have ſomething to boaſt of 


againſt God, and to upbraid him with not being able 
really to ſpoil them of all their priſoners, to the very 
laſt, but that he was obliged to leave them ſome- 


thing, and conſequently give up the conqueſt to 
them. And thus death would not be entirely ſwal- 


lowed up in victory to all endleſs eternity, but would 
always keep ſomething of his ſting ; and hell would 


not quite loſe the field of battle, but would be for ever- 
more able to make a ſcorn of thoſe who ſhould ſay, 


Hell, where is thy victory? For it might at leaſt boaſt of 
one ſoul of which Chriſt could not deprive it, though 
he had ſhed his blood for i it. With how much more 


right now could the devil, death and hell, mock 


Chriſt and his believers, if they were to aſk them, 


M O death, where | is thy ng? O hell, where is thy 


victory: 2 
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« victory?“ in caſe theſe enemies could (according 
to the common pretence, whereof the Scripture 
knows nothing) keep at pleaſure the greateſt part of 
mankind for their priſoners as long as God ſhall 
exiſt ? 

7. It is plain that by Chriſt, the univerſal Saviour, 
all captivated men are to be attually ſnatched out of 
the power of the devil and his angels; and this, when 
it is fully accompliſhed, will be an occaſion to oblige 
Lucifer and his angels alſo to humble themſelves en- 
tirely before Chriſt Jeſus, which, (except the incar- 
nation of our Saviour, and what he did and ſuffered 
on earth to work out the ſalvation of his creatures) 
will be the greateſt wonder that ever was wrought in - 
the creation. And this the holy Scripture clearly 
foretels, when it ſays, that all things under the earth, 
that is, not only damned men, but even the fallen 
_ ſpirits, ſhall at laſt bow Ihe knee in the name of Feſus, 

and confeſs with their inmoſt heart as well as tongue, 
that He, and not Satan, 7s Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. Phil. ii. 10, 11. 

Then they, together with all hs reſt of creatures, 
hall praiſe God with loud hallelujahs and inexpreſ- 
ſible joy. See Rev. v. 13. compared with Pſalm cxlv. 
9s 10 11. Cl. 6. | py 

For, when now the whole armour of this ſtrong 
man ſhall be taken from him, and all his ſpoils di- 
vided, that is, all men who were made a prey of by 
him, reſtored to God, and brought again to the com- 

pany of his ſaints, and Satan be thus entirely con- 
quered by Chriſt, and reduced to the condition of a 
; 5 E | king 
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king without ſubjects or dominions, what then will 
he do elſe, but aſter the manner of an utterly routed 
enemy, be obliged to proſtrate himſelf before his con- 
queror, and pray for mercy ? 
8. And this total ſubduing will make way for the 
_ reſtoration of Lucifer and his angels. 
For, as the moſt high God could not have mercy 
upon them, nor could deliver them out of their moſt 
wretched condition, as long as through pride they 
wanted to be like him, or even above him; ſo may 
they be helped when all the ſtays of their pride are 
conſumed, and reduced to aſhes in the lake of fire 
and brimſtone, and of proud and haughty devils they 
are become humbled ſpirits, that bow down in the 
duſt before God and Chriſt, praying for mercy : for 
God reſiſteth only the proud, and without the leaſt 
reſpect of perſon, giveth grace to all humble crea- 
tures. 1 Pet. v. 5. Ifai. Ivii. 13. 

9. Although the offer of God's grace in the ſaid 
manner will be very acceptable news to Lucifer and 
his angels, at the time of their deepeſt abafement 
and humiliation by Chriſt ; (which doubtleſs will 
yet require many thouſand years) nevertheleſs the 
 dottnine of his reſtoration, and the means for it, are, 
in his preſent ſituation, not at all agreeable to him; 

but the diſtant prophecies of his ſubjection are to 
him moſt dreadful tidings. For as he is a proud and 
haughty ſpirit to the higheſt degree, who is by no 
means willing to be ſubje& to God, but would fain 
be his equal, or rather above him, who with all his 
raight * and if poſſible, would dethrone the 


moſt 
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moſt High; therefore it is intolerable for him to be 
foretold, according to divine truth, that by Chriſt all 
his power, his whole empire, and all his ſubjeQs, 


not one excepted, ſhall be taken from him, and he 
himſelf brought. down ſo low as to lie in the duſt like 


a vile worm before Chriſt, and to worſhip him; which 
at preſent he would reckon his greateſt ſhame, and 


vould much rather that Chriſt and his followers, to- 


gether with the reſt of mankind, ſhould worſhip him, 
or take his will for their law. Therefore is this goſ- 


pel a moſt frightful lecture to him, to hear that once 


he ſhall be entirely thrown down from his high 


places, and brought again into the right order of 
God's creatures, which 1s humility and ſubjection un- 


der God and Chriſt. Epheſ. i. 10. 


10. That the doftrine that Chnſt will entirely 
vanquiſh the devil, is intolerable to him, the follow- 
ing parable may ſerve to illuſtrate. 

Suppoſe a poor, miſerable, naked beggar man, was 
to be preſented to a grand, proud, and tyrannical 
Monarch in the world, who was in poſſeſſion of a 
vaſt empire, having many millions of ſubje&s ; and 
it ſhould be foretold him by divine authority, that 


this man, ſo worthleſs and contemptible in his eyes, 


ſhould one day or another, conquer his whole em- 


pire, and ſtrip him of all his ſubjetts, ſo that at laſt he - 


would be obliged to fall down naked at his feet, to 
acknowledge him his . Lord, and depend on his 


mercy : can any one imagine this would be an 


agreeable prophecy to the ſaid grand, proud and ty- 
rannical monarch ? Would he not rather fret and 
E3-- fume; 


1 J 


fume, and treat them in the moſt barbarous manner, 
as mutineers and rebels, who ſhould foretel ſuch a 
revolution? ä ; 

An inſtance of this we ſee in Herod; he only ſup- 
poling in a fooliſh manner, that Jeſus the new-born 
| King of the Jews, might be a rival to him or his 
ſohs, what cruel means he made uſe of to prevent the 
imaginary miſchief! See St. Matt. ii. Now the doc- | 
trine of the Reſtoration of all creatures, is a thouſand 
times more terrible news to the devil; by which it is 
foretold, that Jeſus, that moſt deſpiſed and rejected one, 
See Ifai. liii. 3. who when he dwelt on earth, was de- 
ſpiſed and abhorred, whom Satan, through his inſtru- 
ments, did in the moſt terrible manner revile, mock, 
ſpit upon, perſecute and torment ; and who is till 
abuſed in his name, character, and followers, by the 
children of the devil: that he, I ſay, ſhall at laſt con- 
quer the whole empire of Satan, ſpoil him of all his 
ſubje&s and dominions, and oblige him to fall at his 
feet, who once was numbered with the transgreſſors, 
Ifai. li. 12. and worſhip him in the humbleſt man- 


ner. 


In ſhort, this doctrine tends monly to deſtroy the 
kingdom of the devil, and all that is diabolical, ſuch 
as pride, envy, and fury ; and therefore the hearing 
of it, muſt be the greateſt mortification to Satan ima- N 
ginable. 

11. From what hes been ſaid, it may eafily be 

concluded, that it is no wonder if Satan is enraged 
againſt this holy goſpel, and endeavours with all his 

power to — it, uſing eſpecially for his inſtru- 
ments 
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ments the hypocritical Phariſees of this age, falſe 
Theologers, and the naturally and legally pious peo- 
ple, and ſuch as are but half converted, whoſe minds 
are not yet free from wrath, and who look upon 
God as an endleſs furious Being towards all his crea- 
tures, becauſe their fouls had never yet a due ſenſe . 
of his infinite love and mercy towards all his works. 
Nay, I am afraid that even many, otherwiſe well- mean- 
ing ſouls, will be ftirred up to fight againſt this holy 
'dofrine, particularly thoſe who hold the traditions of 
their fathers for indiſputably divine truths, which they 
have been obliged to ſwear to, and call them he 
hedge about the Lord's vineyard ; for finding ſome of 
them diametrically oppoſite to this bleſſed goſpel of 
[ae univerſal and impartial love of God, they will 
perhaps be enticed to declare it to be fanaticiſm, and 
a long condemned hereſy, which they think them- 
ſelves obliged to guard againſt. But if the whole 
world, and all thoſe that are reckoned the wiſeſt and 
moſt pious, were to riſe up againſt it, this holy truth 
will, nevertheleſs, make its way through all oppoſi- 
tion, and be applauded by the children of truth. 
Ye that ſtigmatize the propagators of this doc- 
trine in the world, do but confider what is repre- 
| ſented thereby! It is the moſt fender and at the ſame 
time molt juſt mercy of our God, whereby the day 
ſpring from on high hath viſited us ; in order to give 
alſo at laſt light to them that ſit in darkneſs and in the 
| ſhadow of death, and to guide our feet into the way of 
peace ! St. Luke 1. 78, 79. Pray what harm can this 
>? you may proteſt againſt it as much as you 
E 3 8 pleaſe, 
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pleaſe, the words of Solomon's ſong on our ſide, de- 

ſcribing the majeſty of the love of God, will never- 

theleſs be found true, viz. © Love is ſtrong as death, 

« jcalouſy is cruel (or hard) as the grave, (or hell, 

« to give it battle, and carry the day) the coals 

| thereof are coals of fire, which hath a moſt vehe- 

| & ment flame. Many waters cannot quench love, 

6 neither can the floods drown it: if a man would 

„ give all the ſubſtance of his houſe for love, it 

| Tp „ would utterly be contemned.” Sol. Song, viii. 
6, 7 „ FI 

12. Now, as the repreſentation of God's univerſal 

and everlaſting love muſt needs, for the above- men- 
tioned reaſons, be hateful to the malevolent devil ; 

ſo on the contrary, that doctrine cannot but very muc' v 

pleaſe him, which teaches that he will to all etemity, 
or while God exiſts, keep, as his ſubjetts and ſlaves, 
the far greater part of mankind, though purchaſed by 
the blood of Jeſus our Saviour ; which conſequently, 
according to his wiſh and pleaſure, in general, and very 
near entirely ſets at nought the intent of Chriſt's re- 
demption, and the divine love and mercy manifeſted 
thereby. And which teaches that the greateſt part of 

| mankind, and all the fallen angels, ſhall always conti- 

| nue rebels in heart againſt God, without ever being 

16 . brought down in true humility to worſhip God and 

= Chriſt in ſpirit and in truth ; for the Father ſceketh 

ſuch to worſhip bim, and will have no other ſubjects 

and worſhippers than ſuch as thoſe. St. John iv. 
23, 24. . 


oA. 6 


\\ 


[ 45 J 
CHAPTER VIL 


Of the Word Keen and the different Eternities, or 
Ages, mentioned i in the Scriptures. 


1. The words for ever, for ever and ever, everlaſt- 


ing, eternal, expreſſed in the Hebrew language by 
| ad, olam, olamim; and in the Greek language by 


aion, aronios, aionion, eis tous aionas ton aionon, &c. 


have not always the ſame, but different ſignifications 
in the Holy ee, as is well known to the 


learned. 


2. We may ſay, that in general, theſe words are uſed 


for every long and hidden duration or continuance of 
things, whether this duration be final and endleſs; or 
of ſuch a nature, that, as it 1s not without beginning, 


rooted in the everlaſting and incorruptible being of 
God, and his creating power, but has had its begin- 


ning from the creature, and ſo muſt of neceſſity 


ceaſe at laſt, and have an end; or infinite, that is of 


| ſuch a nature that, as it had no beginning, either in 


reſpe& to the real exiſtence or being of the thing it- 
ſelf, or in regard to its root and origin, ſo neceſſarily ' 
has no end, or may at leaſt be without end or any 


_ ceſſation. 


3. Therefore, whenever we find the word eternal, 
or everlaſting, in the Holy Scriptures, we are not im- 
meMately to conclude that an abſolutely endleſs du- 

E 4 ration 
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ration muſt be intended; but we ought firſt of all to 
look upon the nature and property of the things that 

are ſaid to be eternal or everlaſting, and conſider 
| whether their nature will admit of an endleſs, or only 
of a limited duration, and explain the word everlaſting 
accordingly . | 

4. That this is a true and irrefutable rule to be 

obſerved, in all explanations and expoſitions, we are 
taught, as ſchool-boys, by the canon of logic; ſaying, 
prædicata, intelligenda ſunt ſecundum ſubſtratam mate- 
ram: Or, Talia ſunt predicata, qualia permitluntur eſſe 
a ſuis ſubjectis; that is, That what is ſaid of a thing 
& muſt be underſtood in ſuch a manner as the nature 
of the thing will allow of.” Such, for inſtance, 
is the term power, which is lodged in one perſon to 
command, or rule others. For this power is not the 
ſame in all perſons that have any command or go- 
vernment; it being of one kind in an abſolute em- 
peror, monarch, or king, and of another in a prince, 

and it is ſtill different in an earl, count, baron, or 
gentleman. Nay, power may be different in a mayor or 
magiſtrate of a city, from that in a juſtice of the peace 
in the country; and yet there is ſome kind of power 
in all theſe. So it is with reſpect to the word for ever, 
or everlaſiing ; all things which the Holy Spirit, in 
the ſacred Scriptures, call ever/a/ting, are, in a ſenſe, 
really ſo; that is, they have ſuch an exiſtence and 
duration as is grounded on their nature, and eſpe- 
cially on the will of God. For this the word ever- 


laſting 
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laſting really ſignifies, and nothing elſe, as I ſhall en- 
deavour to ſhew inconteſtibly before 1 have done. 
For the word everlaſting is of a quite different extent 
when it is uſed to expreſs the duration of the being 
of God, than when he 1s attributed to thoſe creatures 
that have their being from God, and to the good 
which is derived from him ; and again, it is ſtill dif- 
ferent when it is applied to fin, and the evil of pu- 
niſhment depending thereon, as. coming from the 
creature alone without God. Now, if I fay that the 
word eternal, when applicd to God in the Scriptures, 
ſignifies an abſolutely endleſs duration, becauſe, God 
having no beginning, can have no end: and that when 
it is uſed of the creatures that have their being from 
God, as alſo of their good and bleſſed condition which 
they derive from him, it then ſignifies ſuch an eternal 
duration, which, as to the real exiſtence or being of 
things, has had its beginning, but is, or may be, 
without end; becauſe God, in whole incorruptible, 
creating power, ſuch things are rooted, has neither 
beginning nor end. If any ſhould infer from hence, 
that the word eternal, or everlaſting, muſt alſo ſignify 
an abſolutely endleſs duration, when it is uſed to ex- 
preſs the continuance of fin and the evil of puniſni- 
ment depending thereon, in this and the next ſtate; 
ſuch a conception would be more abſurd than it 
would be to imagine the power of a country juſtice 
of the peace to be the ſame with that of an abſolute 
monarch or king. 5 
e | 5. There 
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5. Therefore to form a true and diſtinct idea of 
the words for ever, for ever and ever, everlaſting, and 
eternal, wherever they occur in Scripture, we have 
to obſerve, that all the eternities or ages mentioned 
therein, are chiefly divided into three ſorts, and may 
be diſtinguiſhed accordingly ; as in ſome meaſure 
appears from the preceding paragraph, and 1s well 
' known to people of underſtanding. 

6. The firſt fort of eternities mentioned in IR 
ture, may be called Atlernitas abſolute infinita a parte 
ante et poſt, that is, an abſolutely endleſs eternity; or, 
ſuch a duration as has neither beginning nor end. 
This is always the meaning of the word eternal or 
everlaſting, when it is applied to the Divine Being 
and his attributes; ſince God is IEHOVAREH, or that 
ſupreme ſelf-cxiſtent Being, which, as he never had 
a beginning, but has been in and of himſelf from 
everlaſting, giving all other things their exiſtence, ſo 
neither can he ever have an end. 

Gen. xxi. 33, © And Abraham planted a grove in 
& Beerſheba, and called there on the name of Ir no- 
* van, the everlaſiing God. 

Exodus xv. 18. Jenovan ſhall reign for ever 
& and ever. 

' Pſalm xc. 2. * Before the mountains were brought 
% forth, or ever thou hadſt formed the earth and the 


world; even from * to 2 thou art 
& Hos.” | 


Pſalm 
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Pſalm xciii. 2. © Thy throne is eſtabliſhed of old ; 
& thou art from everlaſting.” | 

Jer. x. 10. But Jenovan is the true God; he 
cc is the living God, and an everlaſting King.“ 

Rev. iv. 9, 10. And when thoſe living animals 
& give glory, and honour, and thanks to him that 
* ſat on the throne, who liveth for ever and ever, the 
e four and twenty elders fall down before him that 
e ſat on the throne, and worſhip him that * for 
& ever and ever, &c. 

7. The ſecond ſort of ages or eternities that the 
holy Scriptures ſpeak of, we may call Æternitas infi- 
nita a parte poſt ; that is, ſuch an endleſs eternity or 
duration, which, although it has a beginning, yet 
will never have an end. This is intended by the _ 
word everlaſting, when it is applied to the exiſtence 
of thoſe rational creatures which God hath made, and 
to the good which comes from God. Such is, for 
inſtance, the beatitude and glory of believers in the 
world to come. For, although the good that is to 
be found in the creatures, together with their ex- 
iſtence, as diſtint beings, has not always been, but 
has had a beginning, nevertheleſs it has abſolutely an 
eternal root in God, in his almighty and incorruptible 
creating power, which is as ancient as God himſelf, 
becauſe it is the ſame with God ; and therefore his. 
creatures, which, according to his wiſdom, by his 
power, and for his pleaſure, he hath created, may, 

and doubtleſs ſhall be preſerved in exiſtence 10 all 


ages, 


. 
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ages, or while God exiſts, and their final * of hap- 
pineſs ſhall be of the ſame duration. 
Ilſaiah xlv. 17. © Ifrael ſhall be ſaved in Junoran 
c with an everlaſting ſalvation; ye ſhall not be aſhamed 
ce nor confounded world without end.” | 

Dan. xii. 3. And they that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as 
ec the brightneſs of the firmament, and they that 
turn —_—_ to righteouſneſs, as the ſtars for ever and 
& ever.” 

St. John iii. 15, 16. © That whoſoever believeth 
ein him ſhould not periſh, but have eternal life. 
For God fo loved the world, that he gave his only 
e begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him 
& ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting-life.” -. 

Ver. 36. He that believeth on * Son * ever- 
& Jafting fe.” 

Chap. iv. 14. The water that 7 ſhall give him 
„ ſhall be in him a well of water ſpringing up into 
& everlaſting life.“ 

Chap. v. 24. Venly, ally; I * unto you, He 
* that heareth my word, and believeth on him that 
« ſent me, hath everlaſting life, and ſhall not come 
& into condemnation, but is paſſed from death to 
„life. 

Chap. vi. 27. Labour not for the meat which 
4 periſheth, but for that meat which endureth unto 
% everlaſting life.” 

Ver. 40.“ And this is the wal of him that ſent 
e me, that every one who Teh the Son, and believeth 
© on 
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* on him, may have everlaſting life: and I will raiſe 
him up at the laſt day.“ 

Ver. 47. © Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, be that 
e believeth on me hath cverlaſting life.” 

Ver. 84. Whoſo eateth my fleſh and drinketh 
& my blood hath eternal life; and I will rage him up 
46 at the laſt day.” 

Ver. 68. Lord to whom ſhall we go? thou haſt 
the words of eternal life.” 

Chap. x. 28. And I give unto them eternal life ; 
ee and they ſhall never periſh, neit er ſhall any pluck 
& them out of my hand.” „ 

Chap. xii. 25. © He that loveth his life ſhall loſe 
« it,. and he that hateth his life in this world ſhall 
keep it unto life eternal,” 

Ver. 50. © And I know that his (the Tales: 8) 
“ commandment is life everlaſting.” 

Chap. xvii. 2. © As thou haſt given him power 
over all fleſh that he ſhould give eternal life to as 
( many as thou haſt given him :” M4 

Ver. 3. And this is life eternal, chat they might 
& know thee, the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt 
5 whom thou haſt ſent.” * 

All theſe paſſages, and many more chat might be 
6, brought, intend the ſecond kind of eternities or 
ages: viz. thoſe that have a beginning, but fhall 
never have an end. 

8. The third ſort of eternities amd in the 
holy Scriptures, may be called AÆlernitas periodica ; 
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that is ſuch an age or duration of things which is li- 


mited within a certain period of time, longer or ſhort- . 


er, that has its certain beginning and end; fince the 
things to which ſuch an azor, or for ever, are aſcribed, 
are not to laſt to an endleſs duration. In this ſenſe 
the words for ever, everlaſting, &c. are very frequently 
uſed in the Scriptures, both of the Old and New 
Teſtament. 

Here we will only alledge ſome of the plaineſt 
and chiefe Dlaces. or inſtance. the Holv Spi- 
rit calls a man's life time here on earth an eternity, or 
For ever, Exod. xxi. 6. Deut. xv. 17. 1 Sam. 1. 22. 
Philemon, ver. 15. 

_ Secondly, the Levitical prieſthood, 224 divine 
worſhip of the old Teſtament, which was inſtituted 
by God only for a certain time, viz. until the time 
of Reformation, as the Holy Ghoſt expreſſes it, 
Heb. ix. 10. that is until the coming of Chriſt, who 
is the end of the law. This time, or period, is called 
an eternity, or for ever, in the following paſſages : 
Exod. xu. 14, 17. chap. xxvii. 21. chap. xxviil. 43. 
chap. xxix. 28. chap. xxx. 21. chap. xxxi. 16, 17. 
chap. xl. 15. Levit. iii. 17. chap. vi. 133 18, 22. 
_ chap. vii. 34» 36. chap. x. 9715 chap. xvi. 29, 31, 34. 
chap. xvii. 7. chap. xxiü. 14, 21, 31, 41. chap. 
 xxiv. 3, 9. Numb. x. 8, chap. xv. 15. chap. xviii. 
8, 11, 19, 23. chap. xix. 10. chap. xxv. 13. Deut. 
XV. 5. Theſe are all ſaid to be for ever, everlaſting, 

or 
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or perpetual, and yet were only for a certain period, 
as is evident to all Chriſtians. 

Thirdly, the time before Chriſt's incarnation, and 
the preaching of the Goſpel by the Apoſtles, in the 
whole world, is called (chronois aioniois the eternal 
age, Rom. xvi. 25. And the Apoſtle ſays that 
Chriſt appeared | in the end of (ton atonon) the eternity, 
or - Heb. Ix. 26. 1 5 
Zelleral, anc in 2 Omples enſe the 
3 of time, or the ages, both of this preſent and 
the next world, which in ſome meaſure both ſub ſiſt 
together, and ſucceed one another, and being linked 
like one chain, and reach even unto that eternity, 
when the Son of God, after the conſummation of all 
his works, ſhall deliver up the kingdom to his 
Father, and himſelf, though without the leaſt dimi- 
nution of his glory, be ſubje@ unto him who put 
all things under him, that God may be All in All, 
in that only endleſs and till eternity of God, into 
which at laſt, all limited or periodical eternzties ſhall 
be changed, or, in the ſweeteſt manner return, as 
into the head-ſpring from which they flowed. Heb. 
xi. 3, compared with Ephel. i. i. 21. Chap. 1 ü. 7. 1 Cor. 
v. Rev. xL 16. 

Fiſthly, this preſent wicked world or age, which 
is to have an end at the coming of Chriſt, is called 
by the ſame word that is rende red elſewhere for ever, 
or eternity. St. Matt. xii. 32. chap. Xill. 22, 39» 
40, 49. chap. xxiv. 3. chap. xxvili, 20. St. Mark | 
IV. 
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iv. 19. St. Luke i. 178 chap. xVi. 8. chap. xx. 34- 
St. John, ix. 32. Acts iii. 21. xv. 18. Rom. xii. 2. 
1 Cor. i. 20. chap. ii. 6, 7. chap. ui. 18. chap. viii. 13. 
chap. x. 11. 2 Cor. iv. 4. Gal. i. 4. Ephel. 1. 21. 
chap. vi. 12. 1 Tim. vi. 17. 2 Tim. i. 9. chap. 
Iv. 10. Tit. 1. 2. chap. it. 12. 


N. B. In all theſe laſt * of Sera the Engliſh 
tranſlation now in uſe h⸗ e 

Greek original has the word aion, or ſome of its de- 
rivatives, which is nothing like world, but properly 
ſignifies the preſent age, which muſt end, though it 
is called by the ſame name which is applied to the 
life to come, and is rendered for ever, or eternity; 
but whereby, in theſe places, can be underſtood no- 
thing more than the duration or continuance of the 
time of this wicked age of the world, which is only 
to laſt till the coming of Chriſt. 
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CHAPTER VIII. a 

To which ſort of Eternities the Erexnity of the evil, 
and the puniſhment depending thereon, ETERNAL 

DAMNATION, as it is called, belongs. 


1. As ſoon as the evil or fin is ſevered from the 
creatures, the puniſhment thereof ceaſes. For ſin is 
the fling of death, 1 Cor. xv. 56. Now when this 
ſting comes to be deſtroyed, then the pain and wound- 
ing of death diſcontinues too; as a fire muſt go out 
as ſoon as it wants combuſtibles. | 
2. On the contrary, ſo long as the evil, or «« 
ſubſiſts in the creatures, either within or without, or 
at leaſt within, fo long the puniſhment of ſin will 
continue upon them both in this and the next world: 
So long will the wrath of God abide on them ; for 
his indignation reſteth upon amen, ſo long as they 
continue in fin, 
He that believeth not is condemned already, 

„ becauſe he hath not believed in the name of the 
only begotten Son of God.” St. John iii. 18. 
He that believeth not the Son ſhall not ſee life; 
& but the wrath of God abideth on him.” ver. 66. 
God is angry with the wicked every day.” Plal. 
viii. _ 
« Suffer not thy mouth to cauſe thy fleſh to fin : 
6 nenther ſay thou before the angel that it was an 
3 te error: 
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« error: wherefore ſhould God by angry at thy 
ec voice, and deſtroy the works of thine hands ?* 
Eccleſ. v. 6. 

3. Now, ſince many thouſands of millions of he 
fallen creatures do not only go on in wickedneſs to 
the end of their days in this world, but will alſo be 
wicked in the world to come; ſo it follows that not 
only in this world or age, but particularly in that 
which is to come, as being under the ſevere but juſt 
judgment of God, they muſt be puniſhed according 
to their deeds done in the body. 

4. Many and terrible are the plagues and puniſh- 
ments which God often in this world inflicts on 
wicked creatures; but they are nothing to thoſe pu- 
niſhments and torments that will come upon them 
hereafter. The ſcriptures ſpeak of them in the moſt 
dreadful terms and phraſes, which are enough to 
make one's hair ſtand ere. But ah! how horrid 
and inſupportable will they be to endure in reality ! 

See Deut. xxxil. 34, 35» 40, 41. Pal. vii. 12, 13. 
Pſal. xi. 6. Pſal. Ixxiti. 17, 18, 19, 20. Iſaiah xxx. 
33. Chap. xxxiii. 14. chap. I. 11. chap. Ixv. 13, 14s 
15. Chap. Ixvi. 24. Ezek. xxii. 14. St. Matt. iii. 
12. Chap. v. 22, 29, 30. chap. vii. 19. chap. x. 28. 

chap. xiii. 40, 41, 42, 49, 50. chap. xviii. 8, 9, 34- 

chap. xxiii. 14, 33. chap. xxiv. 51. chap. xxv. 30, 
41, 46. St. Mark iii. 29. chap. ix. 42— 49. 
St. Luke xii. 46, 47, 48. chap. xiii. 255 26, 27, 28. 
chap. xvi. 23, 24, 25 26. 2 Theſſ. i. 8, 9. Heb. 

| | ii. 2, 3+ 
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B. 2, 3. chap. vi. 8. chap. x. 29, 30, 31. 1 Peter 
iv. 17, 18. 2 Pet. ii. 3, 17. chap. iii. 7. Jude ver. 
1 14, 15. Rev. xiv. 10, 11. Chap. xix. 3. 20. chap. 
xx. 10, 14, 15. Chap. xxi. 8. chap. xxii. 15, 18, 19. 
5. But the puniſhments of wicked creatures in the 
future ſtate will not only be terrible beyond deſcrip- 
tion, but they will alſo laſt eternally, that is, they will 
be of a true aionion duration, according to their na- 
ture. Therefore as I do ſincerely believe an eternal 
happineſs, ſo ſincerely do I believe an eternal damna- 
tion; that is, a future condemnation of the wicked, 
to thoſe puniſhments of the next world, which ac- 
cording to the dialect of the Holy Ghoſt, may be 
juſtly called eternal or aionion. See St. Matt. iii. 12. 
chap* xviu. 8. chap. xxv. 41, 46. St. Mark iii. 29. 
chap. ix 439—-—48. 2 Theſſ. i. g. Jude ver. 7. 
Rev. xiv. 11. chap. xix. 3. chap. xx. 10. So that 
in truth no perſon can accuſe me of denying that 
eternal damnation, wherewita God in his word, has 
threatened the wicked, without ſinning againſt the 
ninth commandment, which if any one does, I hear | 
tily pray God to forgive him. 

6. But ſince. the very ſame Spirit of Truth, which 
ſo very ſolemnly threatens the devils and all hardened 
ſinners with eternal damnation, doth alſo on the other 
hand in holy writ, with great emphaſis teſtify of 
God's everlaſting and unbounded love towards all his 
creatures, of the eternal and general redemption of 


our Saviour, and, in ſhort, of the final renovation 
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and reſtoration of all corrupt creatures, and conſe- 
quently of their univerſal and happy ſubjection, in 
the kingdom of God and of Chriſt, where every crea- 
ture ſhall praiſe God: as has been already ſhewn, 
and ſhall be moſt clearly demonſtrated in the 12th 
chapter of this treatiſe, you muſt needs think that as 
a ſimple ſcholar of heavenly wiſdom, I am obliged to 
take both for divine and conſiſtent truths. And 
therefore I reckon the eternity of the evil, and the pu- 
niſhment depending thereon, neither to the firſt, nor to 
the ſecond, but to the third ſort of eternities deſcribed 
in the foregoing chapter becauſe ſuch evil, and the 
puniſhment thereof, has no everlaſting root in God, (as 
- the creatures themſelves, and the good that is im- 

parted to them by God have) but is of the creatures, 
and during the created ages ſprung "= in them of 
their own creaturely will. . 

7. It may be ſome will ſay, that the proteſtations 
that I believe an eternal damnation, are nothing but 
a mere pretence and play-work, ſince my maintain- 
ing the Reſtoration of all things obliges me to believe 
that ſuch eternal damnation muſt at laſt come to an 
end, and that conſequently, my pretended rue eternity 
of puniſhments in the next world, is no eternity at all. 
To this I anſwer, That no man, let him be whoſoever 
he will, muſt pretend to ſet up for a reformer of the 
language of the eternal wiſdom of God, which calls 
olamim, aionas, or eternities, not only the abſolutely 
_ endleſs duration of the Divine being himſelf, - and of 


thoſe 
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thoſe things which may ſubſiſt in him without end, 
but alſo ſuch durations of things which are bounded 


_ within certain periods of time, as has been fully 
proved 1 in the preceding chapter, ſo that © matter 


is as clear as day-light. 

Can the Spirit of Truth juſtly call a man's life- 
time on earth, an arona, age, forever, or eternity, 
which very often falls ſhort of fifty years? With 
how much more juſtice may he call that period eter-' 
zity, wherein the evil angels and men, ſhall, by a 


juſt judgment, be baniſhed from the preſence of 


God ; which doubtleſs will contain our ſhort life- 


time many hundreds of times multiplied ? for which 


reaſon alſo, this frightful, long, but juſt period of 
the manifeſted wrath of God, is called in ſome 


places of Scripture, not merely aion, or eternity; 


but is expreſſed by aionas ton aionon, that is ages of ages, 
or eternity of eternities, Rev. xiv. 14. chap. xix. 3. 
chap. xx. 10. Lord God preſerve us from all this 


eternity! It will be too long to thoſe that come into 


it, and we have no occaſion, contrary to truth, to 


| make it ſtill longer than the Spirit of Truth hath 


made it. 

8. Some pretend, that the eternity of evil, and the 
eternal damnation depending thereon, muſt be an 
abſolutely endleſs eternity, and laſt as long as the 


being of God himſelf, becauſe it is in ſome places of 
Scripture, compared with the eternal happineſs of 
the children of God, and its duration expreſſed in 
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the ſame words; ſo that if the eternity of damnation 
was to ceaſe, we muſt conclude that oſ eternal glory 


muſt have an end too. St. Matt. xxv. 46. Rev. 


XIV. 11. Chap. xix. g. chap. XX. 10. compared with 


chap. xi. 15. chap. xxii. 5. 


9. As plauſible as this objection ſeems to be, ſo 
empty it is, if we go to the bottom thereof. We 
will at preſent anſwer to it, firſt, That all ſuch as 
advance this objection againſt the etemal and univer- 
ſal Redemption, turn their own weapon againſt 
themſelves, and unknowingly participate of a great 
error, which they will never own themſelves to be 


guilty of; for, let theſe people only conſider, that if 


we are obliged to conclude, according to their opt- 
nion, that the eternity of pain and the eternity of 


glory muſt be of an exactly equal extent and length, 


becauſe they are both compared together in the Scriptures, 
and their duration is expreſſed in the ſame words; then 
it muſt alſo neceſſanly follow, that the evil and pu- 
niſhment depending thereon, muſt have been from 


all eternity, and either without any beginning at all, 


or muſt at leaſt have an endleſs root in God, and 


conſequently be itlelf God, or his creature. This 


latter is the caſe with the eternal glory and happineſs. 
For, although the creature's real enjoyment of the 
etcrnal happineſs and glory begins here in time, yet 


the eternal happineſs and glory, or the glorious 


kingdom of God ittelf, is without any beginning, and 
exiſted in and with God, ever ſince God himſelf has 
been, that 1 is from all inconceivable eternity; and 

| muſt 
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muſt therefore, certainly, exiſt ſo long as God himſelf, 
who is the only ſource of all true beatitude and glory, 
ſhall exiſt. See St. Matt, xxv. 34, compared. with 
Epheſ. i. 4. 
If the eternity of the evil is in every reſpe& to an- 


ſwer to the extenſion of the eternity of glory in and with 


God, then the extenſion of the eternity of the evil, 


muſt be backwards as well as forwards, and conſe- 


quently has been from all inconceivable eternity, and 


ever ſince God himſelf has exiſted; the holding of 


which would reſemble the hereſy of the ancient Ma- 


nicbees, as much as one egg does another. 


Again, if any one would ſay, that the equality of 


theſe two eternities, of the evil and of the good, is 
not backwards, but forwards, that is, although the 
evil, to wit, fin and the puniſhment depending 
| thereon, was not without beginning, as the eternal 
happineſs, co:: ſidered in itſelf, and according to its 


nature was; yet that the eternity of the evil is with- 
out end; and forwards, of the ſame extenſion with 


the eternity of glory ; he muſt know, that if this ex- 


tenſion is not to be the ſame, as well backwards as 


forwards, it wants a great deal of being every way 


alike ; and, if my adverſary is obliged, to avoid 
falling into hereſy, to ſhorten it one way, why ſhould 
not I have liberty, for * and weighty reaſons, to 


cut it ſhort another way? 
I anſwer, ſecondly, that it is altogether falſe that the 
Scripture always, whenever it uſes the words aion, 
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aionios, or for ever, of two contrary things, thereby 


neceſſarily underſtands an equally long -duration of 
both. I will here only alledge three plain paſſages off 


Scripture which prove the contrary. Pleaſe to look 
into the Greek text of St. Matt. xii. 32. St. Luke 
xx. 34, 35. Epheſ. i. 21. In theſe places his pre- 
ſent world, and the future, or next world, are com- 
pared together, where it is ſaid in the Greek, accord- 
ing to the Scripture ſtile, en touto to aioni, oute en to 
mellonti; ton aionos toutou, ton aionos ełinou en to aioni 


toutou, en to mellonti ; that is, this eternity, or age, and 
the eternity, or age to come. But by this eternity, or 
age, nothing elſe is meant but this world, or the pre- 


ſent period of time, which has begun with the fall of 


man, and will end with the coming of Chriſt; and 


by the next world is intended that period of Chriſt's 


| future reign in his manifeſted glory. But if by the 
words aton, atonios, eternity, or eternal, we are always 
to underſtand an equally long duration, even when 


they are uſed of contrary things, it muſt neceſſarily 
follow from the above quoted texts of Scripture, that 
the future world, wherein Chriſt is to reign in his 
glory, is to laſt no longer than this preſent wicked 
world; ſor the periods of both worlds are expreſſed 


by the Holy Spirit, according to his uſual way of 


ſpeaking, by one and the ſame word, namely, aion, 


eternity, or age, as is alſo the duration of the future 


damnation and happineſs, St. Matt. xxv. 46. But 
who of the porn of the Reſtoration of all things 
will 


, 
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will allow of this, eſpecially as long as by the future 


world they underſtand an endleſs eternity, according 
to the common hypotheſis ? 

Thirdly and laſtly, if our adverſaries will abſolutely 
have it ſo, that the glorious reign of Chriſt with his 
ele, and the ſtate of damnation and unhappineſs of 
the poor creatures caſt into the fiery lake, muſt be 
two equally long eternities, and we ſhould even grant 
them this too, they would gain nothing at all by it 


againſt the bleſſed doctrine of the Reſtoration. That 
Cconomy, therefore, and ſort of government of Chriſt 


and his ele, during which all enemies muſt be put 


under Chriſt's feet, and all rebellious creatures in 
reality made ſubject unto God and Chriſt, after the 
abolition of death, and fin which is the ſting of death; 
that economy, I ſay, will certainly have an end; 


namely, at that period when Chriſt's aim is obtained, 


and the Son himſelf ſhall be ſubje& to Him that put 


all things under his feet. But hereby is not meant 
that the kingdom of Chriſt. elf ſhall ceaſe, which, 


according to the word of God is. to have no end. 
St. Luke i. 33. But it will rather through ſuch ſub- 
| jeftion of Chriſt under God his Father, get an infi- 
nitely greater luſtre. So that we muſt well diſtin- 


guiſh between the particular government of Chriſt and 


| his elef, and the kingdom of Chriſt and his believers 
as one with the kingdom of his heavenly Father. 


The firſt will certainly ceaſe, and conſequently the 
eternities of eternities, or ages of ages, appointed for 
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it will end; but the latter is to laſt for evermore, or 
to all eternity. Now, as long as the ſaid eternities 
or ages of the particular government of Chriſt are to 
laſt and ſucceed one another, ſo long will alſo laſt 


the eternities or ages of pain in the fiery lake: for as 


ſoon as all enemies are conquered, and every creature 
is brought to true obedience and ſubjeQion under 


God and Chriſt, he will deliver up the kingdom to 


the Father. Therefore both theſe eternities are of an 


, like long duration. 


CHAPTER 1X. 


5 Of the different Sorts ar Degrees of Damnation : that is, 


of the firſt and ſecond Death, or of the Priſons of the 
Sea, Death, and Hell, and of the Fiery Lake. 


1. ALL puniſhing juſtice, if it be worthy of the 


name of juſtice, requires that the puniſhment be in 


proportion and according to the nature of the fin, 
and the fituation of the ſinner. So we find that even 


in this world a righteous judge inflias no greater 
| puniſhment on a malefaftor than his crime deſerves ; 


nay, his ſevereſt puniſhments are uſually mitigated, 
and mixed with ſome mercy. 

2. Now, fince thoſe men, wha in their a 
ſinful condition are carried off into the other world, 


and after their departure abide under the wrath of 
| God, 
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God, 8 John, iii. 36. ) are not all alike wicked, but 
ſome have ſinned a great deal more than others, and 
conſequently, through the growth of their inward ini- 


quity are become more conformable unto the devil. 


than others; ſo it follows of itſelf, that the puniſh- 
ments which the Divine juſtice will infli& upon the 
depraved creatures in the next world, will be unequal, 


and in proportion to the hemouſneſs and greatneſs of 


their crimes; ſome puniſhments being very ſevere 
and long, and others more tolerable and ſhorter. 
This the holy Scripture plainly evidences in ſeveral 
places. St. Matt. v. 22. chap. x. 15. chap. xi. 22, 
24. St. Luke, x. 12, 14. chap. xii. 47, 48. 
Wiſdom, vi. 5, 6, 7, 8. 


3. All puniſhments inſlicted on the creatures for 
their fin, or whereby their fin is as it were rewarded, 


both in this, and in the next world, are comprehended 


in this one word, Death ; as the Scripture ſays, The 


wages of ſin is death. Rom. vi. 23. 

4. By this we may ſee the truth of the divine 
threatening, and how preciſely it was fulfilled, and 
is daily fulfilled before our eyes, when God threat- 


ened our firſt parents, that in the ſelf-ſame day, that 


they ſhould eat of the forbidden fruit, they ſhould 


ſurely die. Gen. ii. 17. compared with chap. ui. 6, 7, 
8, 9, 10, &c. For, from the moment that they 


ſinned, they incurred God's wrath and diſpleaſure, 
loſt the Divine image, got an evil conſcience, which 
put them in fear, anxiety and terror ; and, in ſhort, 


- 
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they brought upon themſelves all forts of ſpiritual 
and bodily. plagues and torments. All this is called, 
in the language of the Holy Ghoſt, death, and is the 
wages of fin, or that wherewith fin pays thoſe, who 
like ſoldiers, ſerve and obey it. St. John, viii. 34. 
% Whoſoever committeth fin, is the ſervant of ſin.“ 

5. So that if we take the word death in its moſt 


extenſive and complete ſenſe, the beginning of it is 
not only when we die bodily, and our ſouls are ſepa- 


rated from their bodies; but it had its beginning 
with all men, in the very moment when fin entered 


into our nature; becauſe death is as naturally in ſin, 


as pain is in ſickneſs. Rom. v. 12, By one man 


& ſin entered into the world, and death by fin; and 
* {o death paſſed upon all men, for all have — 


ned. 
3 Wherefore the holy Scripture ſpeaks very em- 
phatically of ſuch men as are converted to God in 
this time of grace, that they have paſſed from death 
unto life, St. John, v. 24. Epheſ. ü. 1. And you 
& hath he quickened who were dead in treſpaſſes and 
« ſins.” See allo ver. 5. and Col. u. 13. conſe- 

quently they muſt have been. really in death before 
their converſion, when they were the ſervants of fin. ' 
For to be carnally minded is death; but to be ſpi- 
* ritually minded is life and peace.” Rom. viii. 6. 
7. Now as death has begun in man with fin, ſo 
the more fin increaſes in man, the more the power 
and veckence of death increaſes allo ; ; In the ſame 
manner 


* 6 TO * "1 * oe 4 W : 
_—_— * 9 


E21 


manner as the pain and corruption of the body in- 
creaſeth with the ſickneſs. © For when we were in 
ee the fleſh, the motions of fin which were by the 
&« law did work in our members to bring forth fruit 
tc unto death.” Rom. vii. 5. 9 8 
And if men take fin with them out of this world 
into the next, they likewiſe carry death with them. 
If they come to the higheſt degree of fin and wicked- 
neſs, (which in the Scripture is called the blaſphemy 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and the /in unto death. See St. 
Matt. xi. 31, 32. St. Mark, iii. 28. 29. St. Luke, 
xii. 10. 1 John, v. 16.) and thereby take upon 
themſelves the perfect reſemblance of the devil, who 
ſeduced them to ſin, then they will be baniſned with 
him into the outermoſt regions of darkneſs and 
death; that is, precipitated into the loweſt hell, or the 
lake burning with fire and brimſtone. St. Matt. vii. 
12. chap. xxii. 13. chap. xxv. 30. Deut. xxxii. 22. 
compared with Rev. xx. 10. ver. 15. chap. xxi. 8. 
8. If I was to give a general and ſcriptural deſcrip- 
ion of death, which is the wages of fin, that is, of all 
that which the Holy Ghoſt means by death both in 
this and the other world, it would be as follows: 
„Death, as the wages of fin, is nothing elſe but the 
« miſerable and wretcheq condition of creatures lying 
under the domingpn in, and conſequently un- 
eder the wrath, eating of the fruit of their own 
% ay, Prov. 1.3 1. and of the fleſh, ta v hich they ſowed, 
„ reaping corrupt Gal.vi.8. that is, feeling and expe- 


wor % nencing 
y 4 


98 


[ 68 } 


e riencing through God's Juſt Judgment, both in this 
* and the next world, all ſorts of ſpiritual and bo- 


* dily plagues, flowing quite naturally from their ſin 
& and wickedneſs, and being in proportion and ac- 
& cording to the nature thereof; in order that they 
„ may be thus convinced, how bad and abominable 
&« that is which they have choſen for themſelves 


“ againſt the will of God: and ſo at laſt, to the 


« everlaſting praiſe and uy of God 8 ä and 
* METCY, mac | - 
truly ſubjekt to God the Father of all ſpirits, . 


4e to his moſt beloved and only begotten Son jeſus 


&« Chriſt, whom he has appointed Lord over all 
„ things, both in this age, and that which is to 


« come.” See 1 Cor. xv. 25, 28. compared with 
Pfal. cxlv. 8, 9, 10. Pſal. cl. 6. Rev. v. 13. Epheſ. 


i. 20, 21, 22. Phil. ii. 9. 10, 11. Heb. ii. 8. 

9. This deſcription takes in all the different kinds 
of death which divines generally diſtinguiſh by bodily, 
| ſpiritual, and eternal death: ſince the painful ſepara- 


tion of ſoul and body, with all foregoing bodily af. 
flictions, (which is uſually called zatural death ;) then 
the want and loſs of the divine image and the grace 


of God, (being called the ſpiritual death ;) and laſtly, 
the woful condition of the damned in hell, either in 


foul alone, or both in ſoul and body, {which gene- 


rally goes by the name of eternal death ;) are in a man- 


ner but parts of death, if we ke the word in its 


compleateſt ſenſe. 
10. Oar 
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10. Concerning the bodily or natural death in par- 
ticular; whereby the foul and body of man are ſepa- 
rated, it may be juſtly called according to. Scripture, 
Firſt, with reſpeR to believers, a paſſage from death inro 


the true eternal life, a putting M all mortality, or a per- 
feet deliverance from the body of death, which in this 


world they were obliged to bear, and to carry about 


them as an heavy burden. And in this view the na- 
tural death i is ſo far from wn terrible to the 1 of 


23. Rev. xiv. 13. Iſai. Ivii. ly 2. Wild. Ill. 1, 2, 
35 4+ 
But, ſecondly, with ceſpeſt to the wicked and un- 
believers, we may rightly call it, a paſſage out of one 
miſerable land of death into another which is much more 
miſerable and terrible. See St. Luke xvi. 22, 23. 
11. But the propereſt diviſion of death is to diſtin- 
guiſh it according to the Scripture by the firſt and /e- 
cond death. It is true that we do not find the name 
of firſt death in Scripture, but the denomination of 
ſecond death implies it. For if there is a ſecond death, 
there muſt neceſſarily be a firf death, which is antece- 
dent to the ſecond ; becauſe, without it, the name of 
ſecond death, would be without any meaning. But as 
the term ſecond death, is four times mentioned in Scrip- 
ture, (ſee Rev. ii. 11. chap. xx. ver. 6, 14. chap. xxl. 
8.) it is — uſed with deſign, and tas a firſt 


| death. 


12. Knowing 
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12. Knowing from what has been ſaid above, that 
death igſeparably hangs together with ſin, and as na- 
turally follows upon it, as the wages follow any ſer- 
vice, and that fin and death are as much connected as 
pain and ſickneſs; beſides, the holy Scriptures having 
given us a preciſe definition of the ſecond death, viz. 
that it is a Jake burning with fire and brimſtone, (fee 
Rev. xx. 14. chap. xxi. 8.) we may eaſily __ 
hend what is meant by the firſt death. 

13. The firft death, therefore, is nothing elſe but 
that miſerable and painful a both of ſoul io | 
body, which men are in while they are under the do- 
mi nion of fin, and at the ſame time under the wrath 
of God ; which wretched ſtate began the moment they 
fell into fin, and ifahey are not redeemed from it in 
this preſent time of grace, it will continue after the 
ſeparation of body and foul, under many dreadful 
puniſhments and torments, and will grow worſe and 
worſe, till at the laſt judgment, they are either deli- 
vered from it through the endleſs mercies of God, 
being ſufficiently humbled, and ſo found written in 
the Book of Life; Rev. xx. 12, 15. 1 Pet. ii. 19. 
compared with chap. iv. 6. Hoſea xiii. 14. Or, if 
the Divine Juſtice finds it adequate to their iniquity, 
they are from the firſt death committed to the ſecond, 
to receive the full meaſure of the wrath of God burn- 
ing over them. Rev. xx. 14, 15. chap. xxi. 8. 

14. This firſt death, if repreſented by the figure of 
a tyrant, has, as it were, two chief provinces and re- 

gions 
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gions where it bears ſway, and exerciſes its power, 
viz. Firſt, the province of this preſent wicked world, 


and the time before the ſeparation of the foul and 


body, where men in this world are under the domi- 
nion of fin and the power of death. And ſecondly, 
the woful rendezvous, or place of torment of the im- 
pure ſouls of the deceaſed, and the time after the ſe- 
Roa of ſoul and body, until the great day of judg- 


n where men, going out of this world in an un- 


converted condition, muſt remain under the wrath of 


God, and in death, not ſeeing life. 


That not only the unhappy ſtate of men after their 


deceaſe, but alſo their ſinful condition by nature in 


this world, where they are ſervants to fin, is a part of 
death, the Scripture tells us in plain words, calling 


ſuch a ſtate, darkneſs and the ſhadow of death, St. 
Luke i. 79. Yea, repreſenting them as dead who 
live in fin, St. Luke xv. 24, 32. Ephel. ii. 1—5. 


Col. ii. 13. 1 John iii. 14. and that ſuch who live 


in ſenſual pleaſure are dead while they live. 1 Tim. 
v. 6. They are called living, becauſe they enjoy as 


yet a natural life, common with brutes : but they are 


dead, becauſe they want the ſpiritual life, (Epheſ. iv. 
18.) which properly diſtinguiſhes men from brutes, 
and makes them truly men, that 1 is, creatures in the 
image of God. 


15. The doleful regions of the firft death, into 
which unbelievers are baniſhed after their diſſolution, 


have many denominations in holy Scripture. They 
. G are 


* 5 38 J . 


(01 


are for inſtance called, The lower parts of the earth, 
Pſal. Ixiii. g. The nether parts of the earth, Ezek. xxx1. 
14 18. chap. xxxii. 18—g2. The pit wherein 
is no water, Zech. ix. 11. The grave, or bell and 
death, Pſal. xlix. 14, 15. Hoſea xiii. 14. The ſides 
of the pit, Iſaiah xiv. 15. compared with ver. g, and 19. 
The darkneſs and deep, Pſal. Ixxxviii. 6. compared 
with Pfal. Ixxi. 20. Darkneſs, where ſhall be weeping 
and gnaſhing of teeth, St. Matt. viii. 12. Chap. xxii. 19. 
chap :xxV#3o. Darkneſs and the ſhadow of death, 
where ſuch have rebelled againſt the words of God, 
and contemned the counſel of the moſt High, ſit bound in 
affiiFion and iron. Pſal. cvii. 10, 11. The priſon, 1 
Pet. iii. 19. Ifai. xlu. 7. Hell, or the place of tor- 
ment, where the ſouls of the wicked are tormented as 
in a flame of fire, without being able to come at the 
leaſt drop of water to quench their thirſt, which place 
is ſeparated from the delightful manſions of the bleſſed 
by a great gulph. See St. Luke xvi. 239—28. To 
theſe names may be added that of the aby/s, or Bot- 
tomleſs pit, wherein Satan will be kept priſoner during 
the bleſſed thouſand years of the reign of our Lord and 
Saviour on the earth, Rev. xx. 2, 3, 7. 

All which different names and denominations, 
ſhew plainly enough that the woful regions of the 
firſt death muſt contain ſeveral priſons : and in a cer- 
_ tain place of Scripture, they are expreſsly divided 
into three head-quarters, viz. the Sea, Death, (ſo 
called in a particular manner) and Hell. Rev. xx. 13. 

| And 
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And the difference of theſe places of confinement 
deſigned for the wicked after their departure out of 
the world, (one being doubtleſs worſe than the other) 
1s grounded on the different degrees of their iniquity, 
where every convict will be ordered by the righteous 
Judge of all fleſh to a priſon of death proportionable 
to his crime. This is exemplified to us in the con- 
duct of worldly magiſtrates, by their not committing 
all priſoners to the ſame place of confinement, but 
every one to a gaol, or part thereof, ſuitable to his 
offence. 

16. The ſecond death, following the firſt, is that moſt 
wretched, moſt woful, and moſt unhappy condition 
of evil men and angels lying under the dominion of 
fin and the wrath of God, in the fiery late, whom no 
foregoing judgments have been able to tame, and who 
therefore, according to their laſt doom, muſt receive 
the full meaſure of their well deſerved puniſhments, 


be abſolutely excluded from all the grace and mercy 


of God, during that very long and terrible age where- 
in the anger of the moſt High is to burn againſt them. 
See Rev. xix. 20. chap. xx. 10, 14, 15. Chap. xxi. 8. 
chap. xiv. 10, 11. St Matt. iii. 12. _— xxv. 41, 46. 
Iſaiah xxxiii. gg. 

They ſhall be as unclean dogs caſt out of the pa- 
lace of the King of Heaven, and entirely forſaken of 
| God, and baniſhed from his preſence into the moſt 
dreadful _—_ and puniſhment, See Rev. xxii. 15. 
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St. Matt. viii. 12. chap. xxv. go. chap. xxiv. 61. 
Prov. i. 24.——32. Ifaiah Ixv. 13, 14. 2 Theſſ. 1.9. 
So great will be God's wrath upon thoſe who ſhall 
be ſentenced to the ſecond death, that even the ſaints 
of the Lord will not be permitted to intercede for 
them, not until they have felt the wrath of God in its 
higheſt degree ; whereof we have inſtances in ſome 
wicked and obdurate men in this world. See 1 John 
v. 16. compared with Jer. vii. 16. chap. xi. 14. 
chap. xiv. 11. 

17. Though not all men, dyingi in an unſanQtified 
condition of ſoul, and who are after their deceaſe ſen- 
tenced to the priſons of the firſt death, will become 
a prey to the ſecond death, but ſome, and without 

doubt ſuch as are not wicked to the ſame high de- 
gree, nor have had ſo many means of grace towards 
their ſalvation here on earth, as others, will be thro' 
the endleſs mercies of God preſerved from it, as the 
holy Scripture plainly ſhews, after having received 
a ſufficient number of ſtripes for their ſins, and being 
under ſuch puniſhment cleanſed by the power of the 
blood of Jeſus Chriſt, which even penetrates into the 
pit wherein is no water; yet all thoſe that get into the 
priſons of the fir? death, will be greatly tormented thro' 
fear of the /econd death; in the ſame manner as all 
| confined malefactors who deſerve to die, muſt always 
be in expeRation of the puniſhment of death, though 


ſome of them, in conſideration of certain circum- 
ſtances, and through powerful interceſſion may not 
N > ſuffer 


ſuffered him continually to deſtroy in them the do- 
minion of the devil and fin. He that overcometh 


tos) 
ſuffer death, but be ſentenced to a more tolerable pu- 


niſhment. 
That ſome whoſe names were not written in the = 
book of life at our Lord's ſecond coming, ſhall yet 

be preſerved from being caſt into the lake of fire, or 


the ſecond death, is evident from this, that the book of 


life ſhall be opened after the ſecond reſurreQion, at the 
general judgment, and many ſhall be found written 
therein, and ſhall be ſaved from the /econd death, who 
were not worthy of a part in the firſt reſurrettion, nor 
of reigning with Chriſt. See Rev. XX. 12, 15. 1 Cor. 


| Ui. 15. St. Luke, xii. 47, 48. 


But the being entirely free from all tormenting 


fear of the ſecond death, is a peculiar privilege of 
the faithful conquerors, who during their life time 


here on earth have been united to Chriſt, and have 


&. ſhall not be hurt of the ſecond death.” Rev. ii. 11. 


« Bleſſed and holy is he that hath part in the firſt 


ee reſurrettion; on ſuch the ſecond death hath no 
e power, but they ſhall be prieſts. of God and of 


4 Chriſt, and ſhall reign with him a thouſand years.” 


chap. xx. 6. 
Such dying in the Lord are thenceforth 22 
come into no judgment, and therefore into no pri- 


ſon of the firſt death in the next world, and, conſe- 


quently cannot be hurt by the ſecond death; (when 


. thereof are a torment to the pri- 
G3 15 ſoners 
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ſoners of the firſt death) for they are perfectly paſſed 
from death unto life. (See Rev. xiv. 1g. St. John, 
v. 24. chap. viii. 51.) When, in the judgment of 
men, they are ſaid to die, they themſelyes die not, 
but it is death which quite dies in and on them, 


namely, the body of death, to whom they wiſh no 


better than entire deſtruftion. - 
18. From this we may ſee that the unhappy ſtate | 


of men leaving this world in unbelief, which we 
commonly expreſs by the word hell, or damnation, 
| Implies much: namely, as Chriſt ſays of his Father's 


houſe, the dwelling place of the bleſſed dead, which 
is generally called heaven, that therein are many man- 
ſions ; (See St. John, xiv. 2.) ſoit is with the habitation 


of Satan and all unclean ſpirits in the other world, or 
the abode of unhappy deceaſed men, there i is not only 
one, but ſeveral gaols and priſons, where every man 


dying in wickedneſs will be ſent to a priſon adapted 5 


o his degree of iniquity, there to continue ſo long, 


till, according to the true ſaying of our Saviour, he 


has paid all that is due, even to t the uttermoſt farting, ; 


or the very laſt mite, St. Matt. xviii. g4. chap. v. 26. 
St. Luke, xii. 59. that is, until he has ſuffered his due 
puniſhment, which is to extend itſelf to every idle 
word, St. Matt. xii. 36. And this is the meaning 


of the words, He that believeth not ſpall be damned; , 
St. Mark, xvi. 16. that is, he ſhall he condemned 


by the divine juſtice of God, (which is bly: 
his eternal love) to ſuch a 


9 4 * 


M 8 
en 


'S IL x - L 
o b 12 U * * d —_ 

n Ss 4 1 * 1 MK a. 

- "7 +- % & * * 

# G > : 

” © 
, [ q q ] 
” 


of which he would not ſuffer himſelf to be freed in 
this time of grace. 


19. We may very well expreſs by the words Hea- | 


ven and Hell, if taken in their full latitude; the hap- 
py and unhappy ſtate of men deceaſed, either in faith 
or unbelief; and need not ſuperſtitiouſly interpoſe a 
purgatory, ſince the ultimate end of all puniſhments, 


which God, (who is Love, and whoſe anger is 


grounded on love) inflits on the apoſtate creatures, 
both in this and the next world, is, to bring them at 
laſt to ſuch a paſs, that by the power of the blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt, ſhed for the reconciliation of the whole 
world, fin may be deſtroyed, and purged out of them. 
In which ſenſe, all puniſhments of God, both here 
and in the other world, may be called purgatories ; 
and we have no reaſon to lock for purgatory only in 
the world to come; we may find enough of it in this 
preſent world, under all ſors of P and 

Bus if we vill not be R 
 purgatory here, then God, who has beſtowed fo | 
much on his creatures, and therefore cannot let 
them. be irrecoverably loſt, muſt neceſſarily aſter our 
1 deceaſe, caſt us into one which will burn to the 
| loweſt hell, and be able tg tame and ſoſteu the moſt 


God | will hold om with den let 


R 


| world, as is adequate to the meaſure of his iniq "NF 


F wretches, if they were exen an bad a8 ede. 


TR) 


Lord, through his infinite love, preſerve all thoſe 
that will take warning, from ſuch hardneſs of heart; 

and grant that we may much rather chuſe the afflic- 
tions of this life, and the reproach of Chriſt for our 

purgatory, which are temporal and light, and will 

_ procure for us 4 far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory. 2 Cor. iv. 17: from which all others that 
muſt be drawn to God by the judgments of the 
next world alone will be for ever excluded; al- 
though, to the praiſe of God's endleſs mercy, they 
will obtain ſome grace, after = * have been ſuffi- 
ciently bumbled. 


CHAPTER. X. 


Of the different Dre anden or r of the Hot 
25 Birth, and After Birth to Salvation. 


"44 AS there are 1 
unhappineſs in the other world, ſo there. are alfo 
many degrees of happineſs and glory. 1 Cor, xv. _ 
23 245 9, 40. 41s 42. Pſalm v. 14 5 Sol. bigs 7 
vi. 8, 9. | "* * * | 
2. The frank degrees of happinies in the hor Þ 
-world. do not only conſiſt, as is moſt commonly - 


| thought; in the difference of the heavenly and divine = 
brightneſs in which the, glorified bodies of the bleſſed. 
2 ſhine; „ 


The diflexence of glory in the next world . 


fiſts chiefly in the Firf Birth, and After Birth uno 


falvation. And conſequently there are firft E. and 


after born in the ſtate of ſalvation. E 1 5 3 


the Grads birth-right are no other than ſuch 4 . 


among the fallen creatures, (who muſt needs be re- 
generated and created anew, if they would come 4 
again to God) who ſuffer themſelves to be regen. 


rated firf, and, through faith, to be united with 
Chriſt here in this time of 1 called inthe wm | 
pereſt ſenſe. | » 
5 - Theſe are therefore called in * The charch | 
of the firſt-born, who dre written in Heaven, Heb. xii- 
23- The firft-fruits of God's creatures, James i i. 18. 
Such as have the frſt. fruits of the Spirit. Rom. vii. 3g. 
Beſides many more glorious 


1 4 


to ſhew their pre: eminence above all the reſt of . 


kind, who will at laſt be ſaved too by our Univerſal: 
Redeemer. They are for inſtance, called The Brite 
22 Pſalm xlv, 10. 11. Sol. Song, in 'S:: 
144 chap. v. 4.9 129. Ni 
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5 >. e ene eke allo of bee | 
*1 | tele first dom unto falvation, dividing them, eſpe- 
all in Rev. xi. 18. into three claſſes; viz. The 
5 of God, or the prophets ; the ſaints ; and thoſe 
e Lord; and theſe lat ar 
=” again ſubdivided” into. l and great. This differ- 
4 . ene is doubtleſs grounded, partly, on the different 
By: Gees of GnQification to which they attain here; and 
= "partly, on the different meaſure of the ſpiritual gifts 
- / of grace Where with they are adorned and favoured by 
+ Jeſus Chriſt. See Rom. xii. g, 4, 55 6, 
| 8 1 Cor. xii. 4—3t. 
Theſe firſt bom and firſt fruits are repreſented as 


"iden ſealed to the day of redemption ; ſealed with the 
2 Spirit of promiſe, Epheſ. i. 13, 14. chap. iv. go. 
eis mark ſet upon them. See Ezek. ix. 4. 
5 _ They are ſealed with the ſeal of God in their forehead. 
| 8 Rev. vii. 2—8. The name of God is written upon their 
95 5, Rev. xiv. 1. chap. iii. 20.chap. xxii. 4. Having 
"this ſeal, the Lord knoweththem'that are his, 2. Tim. i. 19. 
3 6. It is to theſe firfi-born alone, that the promiſes of 
3 3 FW celeſtial kingdom and prieſthood in the future age 
« . belong. See St. Matt. xxv. 34. Rev. v. 10. chap. 
. , 6. chap. xxii. 5. together with all the un- 
ppeakable prerogatives and glories which our Lord 
d Saviour has promiſed to thoſe who are converted 
of * - to him on earth, love him with all their hearts, and are 
F 3 conſtant followers, whereof, eſpecially the book 
Ae Revelations is full. See Ker. K 3. 10% 11, 
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17, 26, 27, 28. 4 iü. 5, 12, 20, 21. chap. 
Xiv. 13. Chap. xxl. 7. chap. xxii. 3, 4, 5 14. 
7. This was repreſented in the Old Teſtament by the 
firſt-born children of the holy Patriarchs, who by 
virtue of their birth-right were entitled to the ſove- 
reignty or dominion, as alſo to the prieſthood over 
the reſt of their brethren, and the whole family; 
Gen. xlix. 3. compared with chap. xxv. 31, 32, 33» 
34- chap. xxvii. 19, 28, 29, 33,——40- 

In the place of the firſt- born, God afterwards 
adopted the Levites among the children of Iſrael ; and 
the whole tribe of Levi, inſtead of the fiyſt. born, 
| were entruſted with the oracles of God, and inveſted 
with the ſacerdotal office, as the government of ſtate 
or royalty was transferred to the tribe of Judah, 
Numb. iii. 12, 40—51. chap. viii. 5—26. Gen. xlix. 
8, 9, 10. x Chron. v. 1, 2. 

And we find that the high prerogative of the ppi. 
tual S irtb- right was even prefigured in the Old Teſta- 
ment in general, by all the firft-born and firft-fruits, 
both of clean beaſts, and of the fruits of the earth, 
which God would have ſanQlified unto him in a 
ſpecial” manner, as appears by many places in the 
Pemateuch. Exod. xiii. 2, 12—16. chap. xx. 299 
go. chap. xxiii. 19. chap. xxxiv. 19, 20, 26. Lev. 
' xxvii. 26. Numb. iii. 13. chap. viii. 16, 17. See 
St, Luke, ii. 22, 23, 24. Rom. xi. 16. 
8. The firf-bory to Salvation are thoſe few who in 
their life-time find the narrow way to etemal life, and 
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penetrate through the ſtraight gate; whereas ſuch as go 
the broad way of the fleſh, leading to perdition, are 
many, yea the greateſt number. St. Matt. vil. 13, 14. 

St. Luke, xiii. 24. The firfi-bornare the few ele, com- 
pared with the many who are called, but on the account 
of their unbelief and diſobedience are rejeQed, S. Matt. 
xxii. 14. St. Luke xix. 24. Theſe, after the ſad example 
of Eſau, (who for one morſel of meat ſold his birthright ) 
are deprived of the enjoyment of the inexpreſhble 
privileges and glories of the heavenly birth-nght. 
Heb. xii. 16, 17, compared with Gen. xxv. 33, 34- 
chap. xxvii. 339—38. = | 

9. By the after-born to ſalvation, are chiefly meant 
all the reſt of mankind, who in their life-time neglect re- 

pentance, and the purification of their ſouls, ſelling like 
Eſau, their birth- right for a meſs of pottage of lentiles; 
that is, giving it in exchange for the vanities of this 
world, and muſt therefore, after their departure hence, 
remain under God's wrath, and by the long-laſting 
and terrible judgments of the next world be humbled 
and made fit for the participation of ſome enjoyment 
of the endleſs mercies of God, through Chriſt the 
univerſal Saviour and Reconciler of all fallen crea- 
tures, and thus, in their way be regenerated unto 
life, after the already glorified firft-born children of 
God. To the after-borny belong too, as a ſupplement, 
_ the fallen angels, as we have ſhewn above. 

Although the phraſe, after-born to ſalvation, is not 
to be literally met with in the Bible, yet the thing it- 
ſelf is grounded therein. For, if it be true, that at 


* 
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the laſt judgment many of the dead that are given up 
by the /ea, death, and hell, as priſons of the firſt 
death, will be found written in the book of life ; (ſee 
8 XX. 12, 13, 15. compared with 1 Pet. iii. 199 
20. chap. iv. 6.) and ſhall be delivered from the full 
power of the ſecond death ; (between whom and the 
 firſt-born, that have part in the firſt reſurrection, and 
are to reign with Chriſt during the bleſſed thouſand 
years, or the day of his glorious marriage, the Scrip- 
ture expreſsly diſtinguiſhes; ſee Rev. xx. 5. com- 
pared with ver. 12. 13, 15.) yea if it be true, that at 
laſt will follow a Univerſal Reſtoration of all apoſta- 
tized creatures through a general ſubjection, ſo- 
lemnly promiſed in Scripture; 1 Cor. xv. 24—28. 
Phil. ii. 10, 11. Rev. v. 13. then this muſt be true 
too, that all theſe together may be juſtly called after 
born unto ſalvation, becauſe they are not of the num- 
ber of the ſirſt-· born, but will, a long time after the glo- 
rification of theſe, be made truly ſubje& unto God and 
Chriſt, and in their way be born again unto life eternal. 
10. Now, of theſe after-born to ſalvation there are 
chiefly two ſorts. For ſome are after-born out of the firſt 
death ; and others after-born out of the ſecond death. 
11. The after-born out of the firſt death are, as 
aforeſaid, thoſe deceaſed, who, after the bleſſed thou- 
ſand years of Chriſt's marriage, at the laſt judgment, 
will be given up by the /ea, deaib, and bell, and be found 


pared with Hoſea xiii. 14. and Zech. ix. 11.) and fo 
through 


written in the book of life. (See Rev. xx. 15. com- 


84 J 
through the endleſs mercy of God be ſaved from the 
ſecond death, and from its full power over them; 
though the ideas of it will have been great torment to 
them in the priſons of the firſt death. 


The forerunners of theſe after-born were the ſpirits 
unto whom Chriſt, at his deſcent into hell, preached 


the Goſpel of their Redemption, 1 Peter 11. 19, 20. 
_ Chap. iv. 6. Pſalm Ixviii. 18. Epheſ. iv. 8, 9, 10. 
Col. u. 15. 

12. The after-born out of the ſecond death, are all 
the reſt of mankind, and the fallen angels, who, 
under all the foregoing dreadful judgments of the 
firſt death, will continue in their wickedneſs, and 
therefore muſt be humbled in the fiery lake, by the 
moſt horrible and conſummate judgments of the ſe- 
cond death, and be brought at laſt to bow every one 
of their knees before Chriſt, and ſo have their ſhare 
too in the eternal redemption obtained by him for us. 
Phil. ii. 10, 11. Rev. v. 13. Heb. ix. 12. 95 
13. That there may be a difference again between 
theſe ofter-born out of the ſecond death, as to the time 
of their Reſtoration, ſeems very probable by what is 
ſaid, Rev. xx. 10. compared with ver. 15; as alſo 
chap. xxi. 8. For in the firſt place it is ſaid of ſome 
that are caſt into the fiery lake, that with the devil 


they ſhall be tormented therein ſor ever and ever; 
but in the other two places, which likewiſe ſpeak of 
ſuch as will be caſt into the lake buming with fire 
and brimſtone, we do not find this addition, but it 
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is only ſaid there that they are caſt into the lake of 
fire, and that they ſhall have heir part therein. This 

has, without doubt, a particular ſignification, ſince 
| the Holy Ghoſt in the Scriptures neither inſerts nor 
omits any thing without deſign. _ 

14. The very laſt of all that will be reſtored are 
the 3laſphemers againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and the ſe- 
ducers of the whole race of men, to wit, Lucifer with 


e 11 , Y WIATC 


41. £ 8, 20. 
St. 7, hi xii. 10. Rev. xx. 10. compared with chap. 


xi. 15. Chap. xxii. 5. Theſe will be obliged to remain 
- priſoners under the Divine wrath, without remiſſion of 
fins, during the whole eternity or age of Chriſt's reign 
with his people in the world to come, and through 
God's juſt judgment, ſhall not be reſtored until that 
point of time, or juſt before it, when the future age 
or world is to be changed into that ſtill or ſilent eter- 
nity, wherein God is to be all in all, after Jeſus 
Chriſt ſhall have ſubdued every thing to himſelf, 
and brought all into order and harmony. 1 . 
xv. 28. 
15. Although theſe 4 fer- born to ſalv ation, who, 
in due ſeaſon, by Chriſt, the univerſal Saviour, will 
be delivered both from the firſt and ſecond death, 
will alſo, after ſuch redemption, receive a bleſsing 
with Esau, (ſee Heb. xi. 20. compared with Gen. 
xxvii. 34—40.) and will partake of ſome beatitude, 
which the Scripture deſcribes in this manner, In the 
name of Feſus they ſhall bow their knees, &c. Phil. ii. 
10, 
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10, 11. Hall be ſubdued unto Chriſt, and thus become 
the ſubjeAts of God, 1 Cor. xv. 28. and ſhall-praiſe 
God and the Lamb, Rev. v. 13. yet they will be ex- 
cluded to all endleſs etemity, from all the before- 
mentioned glories, peculiar to the firft-born, namely 
from the reigning with Chriſt, and the celeſtial prieſt- 
hood, both during the aforeſaid bleſſed thouſand years, 
and all the ſucceeding ages of ages: and — i 


ſome zalure, they will undergo : ablolutelv 2 
leſs 3 that is they will ſuffer pænam damni, 
or ſuſtain the loſs of the quite particular prerogative 
annexed to the ſpiritual birth-right, as Eſau loſt his 
birth-right, Heb. xii. 16, 17. However, ſo, that 
at laſt, having ſufficiently regretted their irreparable 
loſs, they will be very well content with that ſhare of 
ſalvation which the infinite grace of God, for the 
ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, our univerſal Redeemer, will 
give them: and will rejoice at the far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory, which the finſt Born ſhall 
receive, and will humble themſelves to the utmoſt be- 
fore them, and their e, head, * Chriſt, 
Rev. iii. g. 
Nou this entire deprivation of the birth- rioht, to- 
gether with all the inexpreſſible pains which they 
hall have ſuffered for their fins, both in the fit and 
fecond death, will be puniſhment enough for them : 
from which eternal damnation moſt put keep 
us, * Lon GOD. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XI. 


What the Scripture meaneth by this preſent World, tbe 
World to come, and the till or ſilent Eternity. 


1. THE Holy Scripture in many places ſpeaks of 


this, or the preſent world, See St. Matt. xii. 3a. chap. 


St. Luke, xvi. 8. chap. xx. 34. Rom. xii. 2. 1 Cor. 
i. 20. chap. ii. 6, 7. chap. iii. 18. 2 Cor. iv. 4. 


Gal. i. 4. Epheſ. i. 21. chap. vi. 12. 1 Tim. vi. 27 


chap. iv. 10. Tit. ii. 12. 


In ſome paſſages the world to come is mentioned, 8 
St. Matt. xii. 32. St. Mark. x. go. St. Luke, xvüi. 


30. chap. xx. 35. Epheſ. i. 21. Heb. vi. g. 


And once at leaſt, the Hill eternity, which God in- 
| habiteth is named. © Thus faith the High and lofty 
6 One, that inhabiteth eternity, whoſe name is Holy, 


e I dwell in the high and holy place, &c.“ Iſaiah, 


Ivii. 15. And ſome think there is an intimation of 


the ſtillneſs or quietneſs of that eternity, in * 
xxxii. 17, 18. 
2. By this world, the Scriptures i in general mean 


nothing elſe but this preſent atona, or period of time, 


which in ſo far as it is called the wicked world, had 
its beginning with the apoſtacy of the creatures, eſpe- 


clally the fall of our mu parents, viewyy ſin and 
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death were introduced into the world; and will laſt 
until the coming of Chriſt, when he vill judge the 
anti- chriſtian race of men, and conſume and deſtroy 
Antichriſt with the ſpirit of his mouth, and the bright- 
neſs of his coming. See Dan. vii. 26, 27. 2 Theſſ. 
11. 8. compared with Rev. xix. 11, 20, 21. St. Matt. 
xi. 39, 40, 41, 42. In this period of time that 
which is evil always had the ſway over that which is 
good, and will have it to the coming of Chriſt; ſee 
. 6, 7, 8, &c. ſo that we muſt not expect 
e better times, but rather that things will 
grow worſe and worſe the nearer the coming of the 
Lord approaches. St. Matt. xxiv. 37, 38, 39. St. 
Luke, xvii. 26, 27, 28, 29, 30. chap. xviii. 8. 
1 Theff. v. 2, 3, 2 Tim. iii. 1—5. ver. 13. Rev. 
iii. 10. chap. vi. 11. chap. xii. 12. Howbeit I will 
not deny, but that before the end of this wicked 
world, or age, there may be made a good beginning 
and preparation towards a downright reformation in 
the church of God, through the power of the Goſ- 
pel of the kingdom, which may be preached through- 
out the whole world; (though under many tribula- 
tions and perſecutions) for which indeed the words of 
our Saviour, St. Matt. xxiv. 14. St. Mark, xiii. 10. 
afford us good hopes. 
| But this is certain, that there will not be a tho- 
rough reformation before the coming of the Son of 
Man: and the reaſon of it is this, becauſe the devil 


is the prey or god of this world, or age, fee St. 
| bu 
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John xiv. 30. St. Luke, iv. 6. 2 Cor. iv. 4. Epheſ. 
vi. 12. and conſequently, worketh in the children of 
diſobedience, Epheſ. ii. 2. who always were the moſt 
numerous in the world, and will be ſo until the day 
of the coming of the Lord; but then, and not before, 
the power of the devil, and the antichriſtian kingdom 
of the beaſt and the falſe prophet, will have an end, 
according to the plain teſtimonies of Scripture. 2 
Theſſ. ii. 8. Rev. xix. 20, 21. 

This aton, or period of time, is again ſubdivided 
by the holy Scripture into two ſpecial periods, or 
worlds ; viz. into the wicked world before the flood, or 
into the old world, 2 Pet. ii. 5. chap. iii. 6. and into 
the preſent wicked world, Gal. 1. 4. or the age of the 
world after the flood, under the four empires, repre- 
ſented by the four beaſts in Daniel's prophecy, which 
began ſoon after the deluge, and will as aforeſaid end 
at the coming of Chriſt. Sce Dan. ii. 31—45. chap, 
vii. wholly. 

3. By the world to come the holy Scripture does not 
mean properly and abſolutely an endleſs eternity; but 
thoſe aionas, or long laſting. periods of time, which 
although they exiſt already, with reſpect to Chriſt 
and his Saints, received by him into glory, yet the. 
full manifeſtation thereof is to ſucceed the period of 
this preſent wicked world, and will only begin with 

the coming of Chriſt, and the commencement of his 
glorious kingdom, Rev. xi. 15, 16, 17, 18. chap. 
Xii. 10. compared with Dan. vii. 14, 26, 27. and 
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will reach to that point of time when both the fit 
and /econd death will be entirely aboliſhed, and the 
Son of God, after all things have been put in ſub- 
jection under him, (nothing excepted, but his hea- 
venly Father) ſhall deliver up the kingdom, or the 
whole reſtored creation, (which ſhall until then be 
under his government) to God his Father, and him- 
ſelf be ſubject unto him who put all things under him, 
that God may be all in all. Heb. u. 8. 1 Cor. xv. 
24—28. 1255 | 

In all theſe periods of time, the Good, namely, 
Chriſt, with his firſt born brethren, as kings and 
prieſts, will for ever and without interruption, rule 
over the Bad, as his and their enemies, and effect the 
entire reſtoration of all things ; that is, he will ſubdue 
and reconcile all things unto himſelf and his Heaven- 
ly Father, and bring them into that harmony and or- 
der, wherein every thing was created in the beginning. 
See Rev. xi. 15. chap. v. 10. chap. xxii. 5. Dan. vii. 
18, 27. 1 Cor. xv. 28. Phil. ii. 10, 11. Col. i. 20. 
Akts, li. 21. Gen. i. 1. 

Now, to thoſe periods of time of the holy and 
righteous world to come, and its manifeſtation, be- 
long, firſt, The Ho¹⁰tamnd years of, Chriſt's marriage 


day; the age commonly called, The Millenium, or 


Sabbath of Reſt, when Satan ſhall be bound and con- 
fined in the bottomleſs pit for a thouſand years, the 
firſt reſurrection ſhall take place, and the firſt born 

ſaints ſhall reign ith Chriſt on the earth a thouſand 

Years. 
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years. See Rev. xx. 1 —6. compared with chap. V. 10. 
and chap. ii. 26, 27. chap. iii, 21. 

Alfo, ſecondly, to the next world, particularly 1 
long all the other aionos ton aionon or many long laſting 
periods of time, which are to ſucceed the abovemen- 


tioned thouſand years; during which periods all 
things will be ſubdued and reſtored, and at the cloſe 


of which, Chriſt will reſign the kingdom to the Fa- 
ther, that God may be all in all. 
4. By the „ill or abſolutely endleſs eternity, wha 


God dwelleth, is meant in holy Scripture, that 


eternal and endleſs duration of the uncreated and Divine 


Being, and the moſt perfect and unvariable beatitude 


which be poſſeſſes.. Which with reſpe& to God, has 
been without beginning, from all inconceivable eter- 
nity, and ftill is going through all created eternities 


both of this and the next world, and is their very 


ſource and principle; but with reſpeQ to the crea- 
tures, it will not manifeſt itſelf in the moſt perfect 
manner, till at that point of the created eternities, 
when Chriſt after the entire Reſtoration of all things, 
will give up the kingdom to his heavenly Father, and 
be ſubje& to him who put all things under him, 
that God may be ALL IN ALL. In this ſtill eternity 
which will then be manifeſted to the creatures, and 
which will as it were ſwallow up the future world, 


and wherein God is to reign in that true order as is 


moſt agreeable to him, there will be no more ſenſible 
knowledge nor hearing of that which is called Devil, 
H 3 Sin, 
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Sin, Death, Wrath, or Hell, than there was when 
all creatures were yet hid in the etemal creating 
power of the everlaſting God, or when in the begin- 
ning of the creation they were yet altogether very 
good. Becauſe every thing that is diabolical, namely 
| fin, and the firſt and ſecond death following it, will 
in the moſt conſummate manner be deſtroyed, and 
ſwallowed up in victory, and the whole creation ſhall 
be moſt perfeAly delivered from all evil; and the 
kingdom, power, and glory ſhall be given to him to 
whom it belongs for ever and ever. Amen, See 
Iſaiah lvii. 15. 1 Cor. xv. 24—28. ver. 54, 55» 56, 
compared with yer. 26. See alſo Rom. viii. 19—2g. 


compared with Gen. i. 31, Job xxxviii. 7. Rev. xxi. 


1—5. St. Matt. vi. 13. 

5 . The divine ſubjection of the Son of God, fol- 
lowing upon the next world, and belonging to the 
ſtill eternity, will by no means leſſen the glory of 
Chriſt and his ſaints, but will rather be an occaſion 
of ſomething much more exellent and glorious than 
his former bleſſed reign, during the thouſand years, 
and in the ſucceeding eternities of eternities, For as 
long as theſe ages laſt, ſo long will ſin, or at leaſt 
imperſeftion, be in many creatures; which at this 
time will not be fit in general to be ruled immediately 
by God, and therefore muſt begoverned by media- 
tors. But when the Son of God ſhall deliver up the 
kingdom to the Father, and himſelſ be ſubject to 
him that put all things under him, then will neither 
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fin nor imperfeQion any more be found in any of 
God's creatures; but they will be as immediately go- 
verned by God himſelf, as the humanity of Jeſus 
Chriſt is governed by the Godhead, every one ac- 
_ Eording to his nature; and therefore there will be no 
farther need of government by the mediatonal ceco- 
nomy, the deſign whereof had been merely that all 
things might be ſubdued unto Chriſt, and under him to 
Cod. 1 Cor. xv. 24, 25, &c. Phil. ii. 10, 11. Now, 
when this deſign ſhall be compleately obtained, then 
will alſo ceaſe the means ordered for the obtaining it ; 
namely, the particular fort of government of Chriſt 
and his ſaints, during the thouſand years, and the 
ages of ages following; but the glory of Chriſt and 
of his ſaints in the future univerſal Subjefion i in the fill 
eternity, will be without end. 
6. Whoſoever nightly looks 1 into, and well under- 
ſtands this myſtery of the difference between this world, 
the next world, and the ſtill, or abſolutely endleſi prer- 
nity, to him the centre of the holy Scripture, and of 
all the prophecies contained therein are open; be- 
cauſe they are partly fulfilled in this world, partly in 
the future world, and all the reſt will de accompliſhed 
in the ſtill eternity, in fo far as there is a difference be- 
tween it and the world to come. 
7. From this principle we may alſo very eaſily and 
with the greateſt importance anſwer the objettion 
that is made againſt the general Reſtoration from St. 
Matt. xii. 31, 32. It is indeed true, that all manner 
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of ſin and blaſphemy ſhall be forgiven unto men, ex- 
cept the blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; thoſe who 
are guilty of that fin ſhall have no forgiveneſs neither 
in this world or age, nor inthe world or age to come, 
but are in danger of eternal damnation, according to 

St. Mark 111. 29. 

By the world or age to come, in the firſt men. 
tioned place, without doubt is meant the whole time 
from the beginning of the Millenium to the laſt judg- 
ment. For within this time not only many millions 
will be converted to God, andygeceive forgiveneſs of 
their fins, but alſo many of thoſe that have been lying 
in the /ea, in death, and in hell, as miſerable priſoners 
of the firft death, will at laſt, at the opening of the 
books of judgment, he fouud written in the book of 
life, and thus obtain remiſſion of their fins, and be 
delivered from the full power of the ſecond death. See 
Rev. xx. 12, 13, 15. compared wi Ho. X1ll. 14. 
Zech ix. 11. 1 Cor. iii. 15. 

But the blaſphemers agai inſt the Holy Ghoſt, and 
all ſuch who have committed the fin unto death, for 
whom we are commanded not to pray, 1 John, v. 16. 
and ſuch who have ſinned wilfully after having re- 
ceived the knowledge of the truth, Heb. x. 26, 27. 
28, 29. ſuch who have crucified to themſelves the 
Son of God afreſh, and put him to an open ſhame, 
Heb. vi. 6. the profeſſed enemies of Chriſt and his 
believers, and among thoſe particularly the ba/phem- 
ing beaſt, and falſe prophet, who in this world have ſo 

| 8 ; | long 
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long and continually been afflicting and perſecuting 
Chriſt and his followers, . will then, in virtue of 
God's moſt holy juſtice, be treated in the very ſame 
manner as they have treated the ſervants of Chriſt 
here: they will be rejected, eſteemed accurſed, and 
will be caſt into the lake of fire and brimſtone, which 
is the ſecond death, partly before and partly after the 
thouſand years, without any grace or mercy ; and 
conſequently will obtain no forgiveneſs of their fins, 
but be obliged to ſuffer what their deeds deſerve, as 
the Seripture plainly teſtifies. See St. Matt. xxv. 415 
46. Rev. xix. 20. chap. xx. 15 Chap. xxi. 8. chap. 
XIV. , 10, 11. 
But it does by no means follow from hence that. 
theſe ſinners can never be cleanſed from their fins, 
and made truly ſubje& unto Chriſt and God, before or 
at the expiration of thoſe ages of ages which ſhall ſuc- 
ceed the thouſand years, or the age to come, when 
ſuch finners, together with all other rebellious Erea- 
tures, ſhall have been ſufficiently puniſhed for their 
wickedneſs in the burning lake. Then, inſtead of 
contradicting Chriſt in a preſumptuous manner, as 
| they did not only in this world, but even in the day 
of judgment, (See St. Matt. xxv. 44. chap. vii. 22.) 
they ſhall moſt humbly bow their knees before him, 
and become heartily ſubje&t unto him, and through 
him be reconciled unto God. See Phil, Th us 11. 
1 Cor. xv. 24—28. Col. i. 20. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER: XII 


Containing the cleareſt Sentences of the Holy Scriptures 
which treat of the General os of all Men and 
corrupt Creatures. 


AS the centre of the whole Bible, whereat all its 
contents aim 1s this, That in the beginning God created 
every thing very good ; and that by Chriſt, who is the 


wiſdom and power of God, by whom all things were made 


at firſt, all whatſoever is corrupted through ſin, muſt at 
laſt b& made good again: ſo may any one whoſe eyes 


are opened to ſee clearly into this point, find a great 


many teſtimonies of this eternal truth both in the 
books of the Old and New Teſtament. But we will 


for our preſent purpoſe ny allege ſome of the plain- 


elt ſentences. 


FiRsr, 


Sams very Plain texts of Scripture, treating of the final 


Reſtoration of all * men. 


Row. v. 18, 19, 20, 21. 

& Therefore, as by the offence of one, judgment 
came upon all men to condemnation ; even ſo by 
the righteouſneſs of one, the free gift came upon 
* all men unto juſtification of life. For as by one 
% man's 


Wa 


| | — 1 1 1 n. 


$. 
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r man's diſobedience many were made (or repreſent- 


ed) ſinners: ſo by the obedience of one ſhall (the 


& ſame) many be made (or repreſented) righteous. 
« Moreover, the law entered that the offence might 
« abound: but where ſin abounded, Grace did much 
& more abound : That, as fin hath reigned unto death, 
& even ſo might grace reign through righteouſneſs unto 
&« eternal life by yu Chnit our Lane. 4 


Rom. xi. 32. 
For God hath concluded them all (or ſhut them 


| © up together) in unbelief, that he might have 


6 mercy upon all.” 


1 Cor. xv. 22. 23. 

& For as in Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt mall 

6 all be made alive. But every man in | his own (or 
5 in his particular) order.” 


Theſe texts of Scripture moſt evidently ſhew and 
foretel us, that as really as fin and condemnation 
came upon and entered into all men, even fo really 
and certainly will righteouſneſs and life come again 
into all corrupt men by Jeſus Chriſt ; even that true 
life of God, which alone is the real life of men : and 


that they ſhall at laſt altogether actually enjoy the 
| mercy of God as truly and really as they have felt 


the power of fin, and have been concluded under 


unbelief. In ſhort, That as in hath reigned in and 


unto 
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unto death, even ſo ſhall grace reign through righteouſneſs 
unto eternal life, by Feſus Chriſt our Lord. Now, fin 
hath reigned in ſuch a manner, that it has actually 
made all men its ſubjects, and brought death upon 
them; therefore, without contradiftion, grace muſt 
alſo reign in ſuch a manner as to bring all men again 
to its obedience, and conſequently reftore in them 


_. righteouſneſs and eternal life. And, indeed, ſo much 


the more, becauſe it is expreſsly ſaid, that grace is not 
only to abound as much as fin, but even to abound 
much more than fin. 

But how can grace be ſaid to abound much more 
than fin, if, according to the common hypotheſis 
we avow on the one hand, that it is able to juſtify 
and fave all men, but on the other hand deny that it 
will actually juſtify and ſave al men? For fin was 
not only able to make all men unrighteous, and to 
bring death upon them, but it has actually made 
them all in genera] unrighteous, and brought death 
upon them. 

1 Tim. iv. 10. 
„ We truſt in the living God, who is the Saviour 
(or Reſtorer) of all men, ſpecially of thoſe hat 


40 believe.“ 


As really, now, as all true believers are delivered 
from fin and death by this uni verſal Saviour: fo really 
and certainly muſt all the reſt of mankind be finally 
delivered therefrom ; ſince otherwiſe God would be 
but 


z 
e 
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but a titular and not an actual Saviour or Reſtorer of 
all the reſt of men. For it is not only requiſite that 
a Saviour and Redeemer pay the ranſom for the pri- 
ſoners, but that he alſo ſet them actually free from 
their impriſonment. 


| St. John, xii. 31, 32. 
“ Now is the judgment of this world; (or, now 


| ſentence paſſeth upon this world, and it is, as it were 
condemned together with its prince) * now ſhall the 
& prince of this world be caſt out. And I, if I be 


e lifted up from the earth will draw all men unto 


„ me.” 


Here again it is inconteſtibly ſhewn, that a little 


before our Saviour's paſſion, it had been firmly decreed 


in heaven by an irrevocable ſentence paſſed upon this 


world, that the certain fruits and effects of the ſuffer- 
ings and death of Chriſt ſhould be, That Satan, or the 

prince of this world, ſhould be entirely diveſted and 
_ caſt out of his pretended ungodly ſovereignty over 


mankind : and that, on the contrary, Chriſt lifted up, 


or crucified, ſhould at laſt actually draw all men, who 
before had been ſubjet to the devil, unto himſelf, and 
thus of neceſſity bring them again into their order and 
ſubjeQion under God. 


St. Luke, xxiii. 34- 
Then ſaid Jeſus, —_ forgive them ; for they 


5 


00 know not what theygdo.” 
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St. John, xi. 41, 42. 
e Father, I thank thee, that thou haſt heard me: 
and I know that thou heareſt me always.” 


In the firſt of theſe ſentences Chriſt prays for the 
worſt of villains under the ſun, namely, for his per- 
ſecutors, and thoſe who crucified him; and conſe- 
quently for all ſuch too, as have crucified him in his 
faithful members from the beginning of the world, 
and thoſe who ſtill perſecute and crucify him, and will 
continue to do ſo, to the end of this world, or wicked 
age. Now, his prayer is this, that the heavenly 
Father will readily forgive their fins, or, that he will 
once again bring them into the right order of repentance 


and faith, wherein their ſins may be forgiven them. _ 


And that this prayer and interceſſion of Chriſt, as well 
as all others which he ever made and does ſtill make, 
muſt at laſt be fully heard and granted, our dear Savi- 
our once for all aſſures us in the ſecond ſentence, ta- 
ken from St. John, xi. 41, 42- 


St. Matt. vi. 13. 
6 Deliver us from evil: for thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.” 


Among the moſt evident proofs of the bleſſed ge- 
neral reſtoration of all mankird, we may alſo with 
very good reaſon reckon this my ſterious prayer of our 
Lord, eſpecially the laſt petition of it. For it is in- 
5 diſputably 


1 


diſputably true that the Lord hath obliged us to 
pray therein for all men, without anyexception. But 


what is It that we are to deſire for them? That his 


name may be ſanQified by them; his kingdom come 
into them; and his will be done by and through 
them, &c. but eſpecially, that he may deliver every 
one of them from evil, that is, actually free them 
from fin and the power of the devil, or from all pain 


and woe following upon fin, both in this and the 


next world. In ſhort, that God may, through Jeſus 
Chriſt, the univerſal Saviour, juſtify, convert, and 


ſave them. And, indeed, all for this reaſon ; as the 
' concluſion ſhews, becauſe the kingdom, or ſove- 


reignty over all mankind, belongs by no means to 


the devil, but ſolely to our dear Lord and God. He 


alone has the power, and is able to deliver mankind 


from evil. And, laſtly, becauſe to him alone, and 
to no other being, belongs, and will be for ever at- 
tributed, the glory and honour of this great work, 
for the execution of which all creatures will bleſs and 
praiſe him to all eternity. See Pal. cxiv. 10, 11. 
Pſal. cl. 6. Rev. v. 13. | 


You will ſay, It is true enough that in the Lords 


prayer, we pray that God may convert and fave all 


men, without any exception at all, but that does not 

argue that with reſpeft to all men this will be really . 
done; becauſe the greateſt part of them fruſtrate on 
themſelves the eſleQ of this prayer by their own con- 


ſtant 1 impenitence. 


But 
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But hear, ye that make this objeQtion, Pray what 
then is the meaning of the word Amen, which we are 


obliged to put as a ſeal to this moſt excellent prayer ? 


Is it not as much as to ſay, Yerily, ſo be it? And 
therefore, muſt not all the petitions of the Lord's 


prayer, but eſpecially the laſt, be certainly granted 
in favour of every man, as truly and really as the 
children of God pray for, and deſire the good things 


expreſſed therein, according to his earneſt will, and 
as ſurely as they cannot pray in vain? And that we 
may never doubt of the final accompliſhment of the 
united prayers of the Saints, our bleſſed Saviour has 
ſaid, And whatſoever ye ſhall aſk in my name that 
5 will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the 
« Son. If ye ſhall aſk any thing in my name 1 will 
« doit.” St. John, xiv. 13, 14. 

And again, Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, What- 


« ſoever ye ſhall aſk the Father in my name, he will 
* give it you. Hitherto have ye aſked nothing in my 


* name; aſk and ye ſhall receive, that 3 my 


4 be full.” Chap. xvi. 23, 24. 


And St.” John fays, « And this is the n 


4 that we have in him, that if we aſk any thing ac- 


& cording to his will he heareth us. And if we 
% know that he heareth us, whatſoever we aſk, we 


„ know that we have the petitions that we defired of 


„% him.” 1 John, v. 14, 15. 
From whence infallibly follows, that, although 


many thouſands of men hinder the efficacy of this 


prayer 
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prayer on themſelves in this world, and become a 
prey to the jaws of hell, yet they will not be able to 
hinder it for ever and to all endleſs eternity. That 
which is good will at laſt ſurely conquer that which 
is evil. God knows how to make thoſe willing that 
are at preſent unwilling to he converted unto him; 
ſo that ſuch prodigal ſons through his grace will be 
glad to return to their Father's houſe, after they have 
long enough felt the torments and miſeries of the 


fiery lake, if it be never To long before it be brought 
about. | 


But if it was an unqueſtionable truth, as our ad- 
verſaries pretend, that moſt men will remain diſtant 
from God, and will fruſtrate on themſelves the 
granting of this prayer, to all endleſs eternity, then 
Chriſt would have taught us to pray not only waver- 
ing or double-minded, but even in unbelief and 
lying, and conſequently ſuch a prayer as the Spirit of 

Chriſt abſolutely reje&s and condemns, James, i- 
6, 7, 8. compared with 1 Tim. ii. 8. namely, he 
would have earneſtly commanded us to pray for all 

-men without exception, that God might at laſt con- 
vert and ſave them, and always to add Amen / to the 
end that we might by no means doubt but this our 
prayer of univerſal love would be heard, (which uni- 
'verſal love that is to extend itſelf even to the worſt” 
of enemies, and from which this prayer is to flow, 
our Saviour inculcates a little before he gives the in- 
ſtruction in the 2 of prayer, See St. Matt. v. 


[ 44—48) 
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44—48.) though nevertheleſs it was already decreed 
by God from all eternity, and we were obliged to 
believe it as a truth, that the greateſt part of men, 
of whom he had foreſeen, that during this ſhort life- 
time they would remain in unbelief, and hinder on 
themſelves the efficacy of this prayer, and ſhould there- 
fore not only be greatly puniſhed in the next world 
(which is true ) but that they alſo ſhould forever and 


without end remain in the power of fin and the devil, 


and never be converted. 25 
But, far be it from all believers to impute ſuch a 
blaſphemy to their Redemer, to have taught them 
with a feigned faith to pray for things which they 
think can never be done, and which at the bottom 
| they do not believe. May the Lord rebuke thee, 
O Satan, for endeavouring to make God's children 
believe ſuch a calumny againſt their gracious God and 
dear Redeemer. Since, therefore, we are commanded 
to pray for the ſalvation of all men, without wrath or 
doubting, and to aſk in faith, nothing wavering, we may 
be aſſured that it is the abſolute will of God that all 
men ſhall be ſaved, and come to the knowledge of the 
trath. See 1 Tim. ü. 1—8. James, i. 6. 

Note well, To the texts of Scripture, which prove 
the reſtoration of all fallen men, may very reaſonably 
be reckoned alſo thoſe that treat of God's univerſal 
love towards all men; of his earnest will to have them 
faved in general, and without the leaft exception ; as 

alſo- thoſe that ſpeak of univerſal Redemption, &c. 
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As for itiſtance, Ezek. xviit. 23, 32. chap. Xxxili. 11. 
St. Matt. xvili. 11, 14. St. John, 1. 29. chap. iii. 163 
17. 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. 1 Tim. ii. 4, 5, 6. Heb. ii. 85 
9. 2 Pet. ii. 1. chap. iii. g. 1 John, ii. 2. 
From theſe important articles of faith we may cer- 
tainly infer the actual reſtoration of all men; becauſe 
it is impoſſible for God to will any thing in vain to all 
endleſs eternity; and it is abſolutely falſe, and the ut- 
moſt derogation of Chriſt's redemption, to pretend, 
that he ſhould have ſhed his moſt precious and divine 
blood quite in vain, and without the leaſt bleſſed 
effect for but one of his creatures. Not to mention, 
that God has alſo moſt plainly foretold, that the con- 
dition of falvation, namely righteouſneſs flowing 
from repentauce and faith, unto which ſalvation is in- 
fallibly annexed, ſhall at laſt be fulfilled with reſpe& 
to all men, who by Adam's fin are become unrighte- 
ous, as has been ſhewn above, from Rom. v. 18, 19, 
20, 21. | 
To the arguments for the reſtoration of fallen men, 
belong alſo, with good reaſon, the places of Scrip- 
ture that treat either of a paſt or future deliverance of 
' ſome ſouls out of a middle flate of pain, which is owned 
by many who oppoſe the entire and general Reſtora- 
tion. As, 1 Pet. iii. 19, 20. chap. iv. 6. Epheſ. iv. 
8, 9. Pſal. Ixviii. 18. 1 Cor. ut. 15. Rev. xx. 12, 
13, 15. compared with Hoſea xiti. 14. Zech. 1x. 11. 
1 Sam. ii. 6. Rev. i. 18. Thoſe who underſtand the 
above cited texts, of a deliverance from a middle 
12 ſtate, 
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ſtate, which they allow of as aforeſaid, while at the 
_ fame time they deny the entire reſtoration of all men 
out of the fiery lake, muſt I ſay, at leaſt grant us 
thus much, that from the redemption out of a middle 
painful ſtate, we may with ſome probability conclude 
the redemption of ſuch as are caſt into the fiery lake, 
or loweſt hell. rg, 

But whoſoever pondereth that with God there is no 
reſpect of perſons, will eaſily conceive, that our con- 
cluſion is not only probable, but moſt true and juſt. 
For why ſhould God, who is no reſpeQer of perſons, 
neither in the execution of his juſtice nor in the diſplay 
of his mercy, deliver ſome from a painful condition by 
Jeſus Chriſt, and not at laſt others alſo ? It is enough 
that he puniſhes ſome more ſeverely and longer than 
others, which muſt be, on account of his moſt holy 
juſtice ; becauſe ſome have ſinned more than others. 

SECONDLY, 

Plain Texts of Scripture, treating of the final Refliration 
of all corrupt Creatures, and conſequently not only of 
Men, but likewiſe of the fallen Angels, (aiming at 

lieaſt plainly ut the latter) who in the beginning were 
of the Number of the principal Creatures of God. 


Pſal. cxlv. 9. Febovah is good to all, and his 

tender mercies are over all his works.” 

Wiſd. xi. 23, 24, 25 26. xii. 1. © But thou haſt 

„ mercy upon all; for thou canſt do all things, and 
e vinkeſt 


& 
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te winkeſt at the fins of men, becauſe they ſhould 
d amend. For thou loveſt all the things that are, and 
_ © abhorreſt nothing which thou haſt made: for never 
* wouldeſt thou have made any thing, if thou hadſt 
& hatedit. And how could any thing have endured, 
if it had not been thy will? or been preſerved, if 
& not called by thee? But thou ſpareſt all, for they 
are thine, O Lord, thou lover of ſouls. For thine 
4 incorruptible Spirit is in all things. 
Rev. iv. 11. Thou art worthy, O Lord, to re- 
& ceive glory, and honour, and power: for thou haſt 
created all things, and for th; 7 pleaſure they ws 
and were created.” 

In theſe paſſages we are plainly told, that the mercy 
of God, or his tender love, does not only extend it- 
ſelf to men, but — towards all creatures, 

that through the will of God have their being, and 
ftand in need of mercy; and conſequently alſo to- 
wards the fallen angels, as far as they are creatures of 
God; which tender love of God muſt neceſſarily at 

laſt effect or bring about the reſtoration of all corrupt 
creatures, for it is not a weak or faint; but an almighty 
love. | . 

Rom. xi. 36. © Out of him, (God) and through 
„ him, and into him, are all things: to him be glory 
4 for ever. Amen.” Thus this important text may 

be very well rendered. Now if all things (to which 
indiſputably belong as well all fallen angels as corrupt 
men) that are come forth out of GOD, who is love 
I 3 8 eſſentially 
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efſentially, or out of his everlaſting creating power, 
and are upheld by him, ſhall return into the ſame 
Gon of love, or be pervaded and quite ſwallowed up 
by his loving ſpirit, what, then, will become of fin, 


which ſeparates God and the creature, and the unhap- 


nineſs hanging together with it? Will it not of neceſſi- 
fy, by this returning or reflux of the creatures into 
God (howeyer without deſtroying the true difference 
between the being of the Creator and that of the crea- 
tures) be loft and entirely aboliſhed ? 

Col. i. 16—g0. „For by him (Jeſus Chriſt, the 
* only begotten Son of God) were all things created 
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, viſible, 
* and inviſible, whether they be thrones, or domi- 
te njons, or principalities, or powers; all things were 


“ created by him, and for him. And he js before 


& all things, and by him all things conſiſt. And he 
Se js the head of the body, the church: who 1s the 
« beginning, the firſt born from the dead; that in 
« all things he might have the pre-eminence. For 
« it pleaſed the Father that in him ſhould all fulneſs 
$ dwell. And (having made peace through the 
te blood of his croſs) by him to reconcile all things 
e unto himſelf, by him I ſay, whether they be _ 
de jn earth, or things in heaven.“ 

This paſſage teaches us the extent of the reconci- 
liation made by Chriſt, namely, that it extends itſelf 
over the whole creation. Therefore the fallen angels 
mut alſo neceſſarily have their ſhare in it, for they 


da 
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do inconteſtibly belong to the inviſible things created 


by Chriſt, and conſequently to all things, or the 
things in heaven reconciled by him. And though it 
is true that this reconciliation chiefly concerns cor- 
rupt men and angels, that through fin are ſeparated 
from Gop, nevertheleſs, all the reſt of the creatures 
partake of and are benefited by it : It affords, for in- 
ſtance, matter of much joy to the holy angels, when, 
by virtue of this reconciliation, the apoſtatized crea- 
tures are converted to Gop, and thereby anew re- 


| ceived into the communion and friendſhip of theſe 


holy ſpirits, (St. Luke, xv. 10. 1 Pet. i. 12. Heb. 
xii. 22.) It will alſo be by the energy of this recon- 
ciliation, that in time to come the curſe which through 
fin was brought upon the creation, and has mixed 
itſelf with it, (Gen. iii. 17. Rom. viii. 20, 21, 22.) 
will be entirely removed from all the reſt of the crea- 
A = 
Epheſ. i. 8, 9, 10. © He (God) hath abounded 
& towards us in all wiſdom and prudence, having 
„made known unto us the myſtery of his will, ac- 
“ cording to his good pleaſure, which he hath pur- 
„e. poſed in himſelf; That in the diſpenſation of the 
% fulneſs of times, he might gather together (or re- 
e head) all things in Chriſt, both which are in hea- 
6 ven, (or in the heavens) and which are on —_— 

* even in him.” 


This is another plain teſtimony of Fe bleſſed re- 


ſtoration of all rebellious creatures (that were cor- 
I 4 | rupted 
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rupted through ſin) under Chriſt their true and lawſul 
head; and by the 7hings in heaven, which are to be 
gathered together in Chriſt, or ſubdued again under 
him, as their chief, no other creatures than the fal- 
len angels can be meant, who allo in ſeveral other 
places in the holy Scriptures are expreſsly reckoned 
amongſt the hings in the heavens, (Rev. xii. 7. 
Epheſ. vi. 12. ii. 2.) ſince they were not only for- 
merly celeſtial creatures, but have even to this day 
their ſeat in a certain part of the heavens, viz. in the 
air; which place they will not loſe till juſt before the 


bleſſed millenium, when they will be thrown down 


from heaven to the earth, from thence into the bot- | 
tomleſs pit, and finally into the fiery lake. See Rev. 

Wi 7s 8, 9. 9 with Epbeſ. 1 li. 25 Rev. xx. 
IJ, 10. 
en Thou haſt put all things under his 
& feet: For in that he put all in ſubjection under 
« him, he left nothing that is not put under him. 

% But now we ſee not yet all things put under him.” 
1 Cor. xv. 24—28. Then cometh the end, 
“ when he ſhall have delivered up the kingdom to 
45 God, even the Father; when he ſhall have put 
„ down all rule, and all authority, and power. For 
ee he muſt reign till he hath put all enemies under 

e his feet. The laſt enemy that ſhall be deſtroyed 
„ js Death. For he hath put all things under his 
feet: but when he faith, All things are put under 
bs him, i it is manifcſt that he is excepted who did put 
« all 


i 
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& all things under him. And when all things ſhall - 
«© be ſubdued unto him, then ſhall the Son alſo him- 
« ſelf be ſubje& unto him that put all things under 
e him, that God may be all in all.” 

Here we have two more unexceptionable evidences, 
that all things that were created by Chriſt, ſhall be 
made ſubje& unto him, and indeed fo ſubjeR, that all 
things will be put under him in that true order in which 
God in the beginning created them : for this is the 
import of the original word upetaxen. . 

But that is by no means the true order of the crea- 
tures to live in fin, which is altogether ataxia, or 
diſorder, and conſequently to lie under the wrath of 
God, and in the fiery lake, or ſecond death. In 
ſhort, it is to be ſuch a ſubjeQion, wherewith death 
(as is expreſsly added) that is, all that may be called 
by that name, and therefore not only the fr, but in 
particular the /econd death, or fiery lake, and conſe- 
quently fin as the ſting of death (1 Cor. xv. 54, 55, 
56.) will be entirely aboliſhed, deſtroyed, and ſwal- 
lowed up in victory; ſuch a ſubjection as will be 
that of Chriſt's humanity, with his ſaints under God, 
yea, ſuch a ſubjeQion, according to which, God, who 
is to be all in all in all things, may be all too in thoſe 
creatures that before had been enemies of Chriſt, and 
had been lying in the fiery lake; becauſe the exprel- - 
fon of God's being all in all in the creatures, neceſſarily 
implies a ſtate of perfect happineſs, and ſhews that the 
whole maſs of the creatures being made ſubjeft unto 

God 
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God and Chriſt, will be thus pervaded by God's 
Spirit, and, as one might ſay in a ſort deiſied, (or 
made partakers of the divine nature.) God with 
them, and they with God, in a manner will be but 
oxe Spirit, as the holy Scripture expreſsly faith of ſuch 
as are joined unto the Lord, or are ſubje& unto him in 
truth. 1 Cor. vi. 17. compared with St. John, xvii. 
21, 22, 23- 1 John, iv. 16. But this is impoſſible 
to be ſo long as the creatures remain in fin and death; 
for then they are forſaken of Gop, and ſeparated 
from him, which will be the higheſt degree of pu- 
niſhment in hell. Now if it is true that all creatures, 
and conſequently alſo the enemies of Chriſt that are 
caſt into the fiery lake, will be brought into that ſtate 
of ſubjection juſt now deſcribed, wherein God will 
be all in all; then it muſt alſo be true that fin and 
all pain following it, which is found in the creatures, 
and of courſe the hery lake too, muſt at laſt be alto- 
.gether annihilated, becauſe, without ſuch an annihi- 
lation God cannot be all in all. If any one would 
object here, that the preſent forced ſubjection of the 
_ devils under Chriſt and his people, mentioned in St. 
Luke, x. 17, 20. is likewiſe expreſſed by the word 
#potaſſeta, or to be ſubordinate ; and that from hence 
appears, that, according to the Holy Spirits judg- 


ment, this is the right ſubjeQion of evil ſpirits and 


damned men, and that conſequently there is no oc- 
caſion to interpret the places mentioned Heb. ii. 8. 
1 Cor. xv. 24—28. of a diſſerent ſort of ſubjection 
ER ht of 
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of the damned: To this I anſwer, That we muſt 

make a diſtinction between the commenced and the ac- 
compliſded or perfect ſubjettion of the apoſtatized 
creatures. It is indeed in fome meaſure already the 
right ſubjeQtion or ſubordination of evil ſpints and 
men, when they are in ſuch a manner overcome by 


the power of the Spirit of Chriſt and his believers, 


that they are obliged to begin outwardly to bow un- 
der them, and to ſhew them a forced obedience. 
But it is falſe that this ſhould be that perfeZ ſubjec- 

tion which God requires of his creatures, (among 
which even the fallen angels are indi ſputably to be 
reckoned) ſince it is only a commenced ſubjettion, and 
will make way for that finally perfe7 and accompliſhed 
ſubordination, which according to our Saviour's own 
words, is this, when the creatures worſbip God in 


Spirit and in truth, and fo are not ſubjeR unto him in a 


forced and affected manner, but willingly and gladly : 

For ſuch and no other worſhippers and ſubjects God 
ſeeketh. St. John, iv. 23, 24. compared with St. 
Matt. iv. 10. It is evident that St. Luke x. 17, 20. 
ſpeaks only of a commenced ſubjection, which makes 
that which is evil begin to bow a little under that 
which is good, though at the ſame time the evil in 
itſelf continues to be evil; whereas, Heb. 11. 8. and 
particularly 1 Cor. xv. 24— 28. ſpeaks not only of a 
merely begun, but conſummate ſubjection or ſubordi- 
nation of all creatures, and therefore alſo of the fallen 


angels and damned men, as I Raye ſhewn above from 
the 


1 
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the . of the phraſe = — being a all in all in 


the creatures. 
Phil. 11. 9, 10, 11. © God alfo hath highly ex- 
* alted him, (Chriſt) and given him a name which 
& is above (very name; That at (or in) the name of 
& Jeſus every knee ſhould bow, of things in heaven, 
„ and things in earth, and (N. B.) things under the 
& earth: A d that every tongue ſhould confeſs that 
« Jeſus CLriſt is Lon p, to the * of Gop "Wn 
« Father.” 
Rev: 'v. 215: - ® And every creature | which i is in 
heaven, and on the earth, and (N. B.) under the 
& earth, and ſuch as are in the ſea, and all that are 
« in them, heard I, ſaying, Bleſſing, and Honour, 
« 2nd Glory, and Power, be unto him that fitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever 
and ever.“ * 
Pſalm cxlv. 10. * All thy works ſhall praiſe thee, 
& O [Enovan, and thy ſaints ſhall bleſs thee.” Uo. 
Pſalm cl. 6.“ Let every thing that hath breath 
& praiſe Jan;” (or properly, + Every thing that hath 
breath ſhall praiſe Jan.”) Hallelujah. ne 
Theſe ſentences again afford us a fine explanation - 
of the before deſcribed general ſubjection of all crea- 
tures, according to which every creature, or work of 
God, and conſequently alſo Lucifer with his angels, 
ſhall acknowledge Chriſt for their Lord, and bleſs 
God, and pratſe him, which cannot be as long as the 
creatures are in a ſtate of condemnation, wicked, and 
enemies of God. 


1 Jobr, 
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1 John, in. 8. © For this purpoſe the Son of 
God was manifeſted, that he might deſtroy the 
% works of the devil.” 

Whatſoever, therefore, is a work of the devil, and 
belongs to the ſerpent's head, or to that government 
eſtabliſhed by him through ſelf-will, in oppoſition to 
the kingdom of God, muſt be deſtroyed by the Son 
of God: for that is his office. Now fin in all crea- 
tures, as well in Lucifer himſelf and his angels, as in 
man ſeduced by him, is not a work of God, but of 
the devil, {and belongs to the helliſh ſerpent's bead) 
Which Lucifer, by the turning away of his will from 
| God, and thus becoming a devil, has firſt brought 
into himſelf, and the reſt of the rebellious angels, and 
| afterwards alſo into man: Therefore muſt Chriſt at 


laſt annihilate and utterly deſtroy fin, together with 


death, and all unhappineſs az its reward, in all crea- 

tures, as well apoſtate angels as fallen men. For if 
he was not to do this in all fallen creatures, he would 
not deſtroy all the works of the devil, but leave many 
ſatanical works undeſtroyed, and conſequentiy he 
would not compleately execute his office ; but be it far 
from us to think thus of him. For Chriſt muſt, as 
was ſaid before, bruiſe the ſerpent's head, Gen. iii. 15. 
and in an unlimited manner aboliſb or undo fin, for 
which purpoſe he made a ſacrifice of himſelf, accord- 
ing to Heb. ix. 26. After which bruiſing of the 
ſerpent 8 * and aboliſhing of ſin, no other but 
* 
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altogether holy angels and righteous men will remain, 
in whom God may be all in all. 

Rev. xxi. 8. And he that fat ai throne, 
& ſaid, Behold, I make all things new. And he 
, ſaid unto me, Write; for theſe words are true and 
faithful.“ 

Ibis promiſe is adapted to what we nod, Gen. 
i. 31. and ſhews again that we have no right to ex- 
clude one individual creature of all thoſe that are 
fallen into fin and lie under the curſe, from the reno- 
vation and final reſtoration, becauſe the promiſe ab- 
ſolutely declares that all things ſhall be made new. 

St. Mark, xvi. 13. And he (Jeſus) ſaid unto 
& them, (his Diſciples) Go ye into all the world, 
„ and preach the goſpel to every creature.” 


That is, Go ye forth into all the world, and pro- 


claim, wherever ye go, the glad tidings that ſuch a 
Saviour is come, who both can, and really will, in 
that order of repentance and faith appointed by God 
for that purpoſe, take away all fin, and all wretched- 
neſs hanging together with it, from all creatures la- 
bouring under the ſame. And that the Apoſtles 
preached no other Goſpel but this, which concerneth 
all creatures, St. Paul declares in plain terms, Col. 
i. 23. If ye continue in the faith, grounded and 
& ſettled, and be not moved away from the hope of 
& the Goſpel, which ye have heard, and which was 
« preached (or, is preaching) to every creature 
„under heaven.” 


Now 
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Now by what has been ſaid, let all pious . 


nay, all reaſonable men in the world, judge who they 
are that in the plaineſt and ſimpleſt manner, without 
falſe gloſſes of blind and carnal reaſoning, underſtand 
the above cited clear teſtimonies ; whether thoſe who 
hope from them for a General Reſtoration of all 
things ; or thoſe who in a raſh manner exclude from 
the pitying love of God, the univerſal reconciliation 
of Chriſt, and the final renovation, (which in the 
ſaid texts are extended in an unlimited manner, over 
God's whole creation,) many thouſands of millions of 
rational creatures. 

Of all the places brought from the holy Scriptures 
againſt the reſtoration of fallen angels, that whic 1 
ve find in Heb. ii. 16. is reckoned none of the leaſt 
confiderable, which in the common Engliſh tranſla- 
tion runs thus, For verily he (Chrift) took not on 
„ him the nature of angels; but he took on him the 
„ ſeed of Abraham.” From which words the infe- 
rence is drawn, that ſince Chriſt has not taken on him 


the nature of angels, he conſequenly cannot have 


redeemed and reconciled thoſe of them that did not 
keep their principalities, but rebelled againſt their 
Maker, incurring thereby his indignation ; and that 
therefore, they being not redeemed nor reconciled by 


Chriſt, can never be reſtored by him. But let me 
have never ſo much regard for the tranſlators of the 


Bible, yet I muſt own that the rendering of theſe 


words — — does not at all ex- 


preſs 
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preſs the meaning of the original; which better 
agrees with the following marginal reading of moſt 
large Bibles. © For verily, he (Chriſt) taketh not 
„ hold of angels, but of the ſeed of Abraham he 
& taketh hold.” 8 

Now, Chriſt's not taking hold of angels, does no 
more ſignify his not taking the nature of angels on him, 
than bis taking hold of the ſeed of Abraham ſignifies 
bis laking human nature upon him. But when it is ſaid , 
of Chriſt in this place, that he 7aketh hold of the ſeed 9 
Abraham, it naturally means, that he chuſeth, appro- 
priateth unto himſelf, and regardeth as his own and his 
peculiar people, the ſpiritual ſeed of Abraham, (Gal. 
iii. 29.) that is, all believers from among the Jews 
and Gentiles, and that he taketh hold of them as 
ſomething extraordinary and very precious; that he 
does not only hold them faſt himſelf, but has alſo 
recommended them to the particular care-of his hea- 
venly Father, out of whoſe hands none 1s able to 


pluck them, St. John, x. 29. Yea, that he taketh 


hold of them by xeceiving them into his moſt intimate 
communion and fellowſhip, even his ſpiritual con- 
-fanguinity, and taking them for his brethren, according 
to the foregoing eleventh, and twelfth verſes, and 
following ſeventeenth verſe; in making them joint 
heirs with him, partakers of his glory, kirigs and 
prieſts in the world or age to come, which God 
hath not put in ſubjection unto angels, as we read 
ver. 5. but unto his Son, and his firſt born brethren, 


- who 
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who are alſo called God's ele and the bride of Chrift* 


In ſhort, Chriſt taking hold of the ſeed of Abraham, 


proves the prerogative of the faithful above all crea- 

tures both in heaven and in earth. 

And what is further the purport of the words, He 

taketh not hold of angels ? This we may eaſily conceive 
ſrom what has been ſaid. It is not, as I have already 

obſerved, that Chriſt did not take upon him an angelical 
nature ; but it means briefly, that Chriſt has not cho- 


who among men believe in him; that they are not of 
Chriſt's brethren, nor are to have a ſhare in the go- 
vernment and prieſthood of the world to come, being 
only miniſters for the heirs of ſalvation. 
Another very ſtrong argument, that this is the moſt 


natural and unconſtrained ſenſe of the above cited 
text of Scripture, is becauſe we do not find ſo much 


as one place in the whole Bible, where by the ſeed of 
Abraham is underſtood the human nature, or whole 


race of men in general: And why ſhould angels here 


intend tbe nature of the Angels conſidered in itſelf? 
What has been ſaid, I think, is ſufficient to ſhew 


_ evidently, that it is not poſſible that from the text in 


queſtion, there can be the leaſt objection raiſed againſt 
the fallen angels being at laſt reſtored by Chriſt ; 
And I am of opinion, that on the contrary, there is 


rather hid in it a proof for their final reſtoration. 


For to that exceeding great and more than angelical 
glory of Chriſt's ele& in the next world, or age, be- 


[ 156 ] 


longs indiſputably too, that bey Bali fudge 2 
1 Cor. vi. 3. Which words divines commonly under- 
ſtand of the judgments and puniſhments unto which 
the eledt will help to condemn the evil ſpirits, and 
which is the true ſenſe of that place, but whether it 
be the entire ſenſe of it, is another queſtion. Now 
the aim of all puniſhments in the world or age to 
come, unto whieh Chriſt and his bride will ſentence 

reatures that have rebelled againſt him, is this, 
that they may humble themſelves before him, anc 
| thus be put in a conditon, that at laſt through the 


_ power of his blood, ſhed for the whole world, and 


conſequently for all creatures in which fin is found, 
they may he cleanſed therefrom, and the diabolical 
image deſtroyed, and ſo may be made ſubjeQ unto | 
God in truth. Yea, as ſure as God is GOD, that is 
eſſentially and invariably Love towards all his crea- 
tures, and is to be ſuch to all endleſs eternity, ſo 
ſure it is, that all his judgments can have no other 
aim but that which was juſt now mentioned ; let peo- 
ple ſay what they will againſt it. 

And when this ſcope of the divine judgment upon 
| the fallen angels (after the example of the proud, but 
afterwards humbled king of Babylon, Dan. iv. 31, 
32, 33, 34. compared with Iſai. xiv. 12.) ſhall be 
obtained, as certainly one day or other it muſt, ac- 
cording to the plain teſtimony of the word of God, 
which ſays (Phil. ii. 10, 11.) that even all things under 
the . (viz. damned angels and men, ds all di- 
) 1 
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vines underſtand it) hall bow their knees before Feſus 
Chriſt, and confeſs that he is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father : when, I ſay, this ſhall be accompliſhed, 
then the fallen angels will be no longer proud devils, 

but humbled ſpirits, and truly in ſuch a condition, 
that God by the Son of his eternal love (by whom 
both the vi/ible and inviſible things were created, Col. 
1. 16.) can ſave them from perdition. For God's 
maxim, which neceffarily flows from his being, is 
Once Or all, that Gop reſiſteib the proud creatures 
only, and giveth grace to the humble, 1 Pet. v. 5. and 
indeed without reſpe& of perſons, Rom. ii. 11. Col. 
iii. 25. be they now called men or angels. 

He loves one creature as well as another ; although 
he makes of the one a more glorious veſſel than of 
the other. In this he cannot be hindered neither by 
the multitude nor heinouſneſs of the fins before com- 
mitted by the creatures. For, where ſin aboundeth, 
grace and love ſhall much more abound, viz. then when 
the creature acknowledgeth its fin, and by the power- 
ful grace of God leaves off ſinning. In fine, that 
will be done, which is ſpoken in Rev. xxi. 5. God 
will make all things, that are old and ſpoiled, new again. 
* Theſe words are true and faithful.” Amen. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


Inquiry, Whether this ſacred Truth may make men care- 
leſs ? Of the excellent uſefulneſs of it : And what is 
to be thought of the contrary Dodrine. 


The right comprehenſion of this holy truth of the 
Reſtoration of all Things, cannot make one fingle 
man careleſs, or give him the leaſt occaſion or licence 
to ſin. For, how can ſuch a doctrine make one care- 
leſs, which teacheth that the wrath of God abideth on 
a man as long as he continueth in ſin; and that in 
proportion to the growth and increaſe of fin in man, 
fo for his torment, the anger of God increaſes more 
and more inceſſantly ; inſomuch that this torment- 
ing fire cannot be quenched before its combuſtible, 
namely fin, is deſtroyed? which point is the very 
heart and marrow of this doctrine. If one was to 
teach, that God would not puniſh men for their fins 
in the next world, ſuch doctrine would tend to make 
them careleſs. But that cannot be ſaid of us, who 
believe and maintain the bleſſed doarine of the Re- 
ſtoration of all things in a ſcriptural manner, and 
teach with our beloved Lord Jeſus, the univerſal Sa- 
viour and Reconciler of the world, that a man muſt 
give an account for every idle word in the Day of 
Judgment, unleſs he repents of it in this life; and 

_ conſequently, 
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eonſequently, much more for all other and greater 


ſins ; and ſhall not only ſuffer a certain and moſt 
painful puniſhment for them all in the next world, 


but alſo, by the neglecting of this preſent time of 


grace, he will deprive himſelf of the enjoyment of an 
unſpeakable glory ; viz. of the heavenly birth-right, 
or the joint-government with Chriſt in the world to 


come, and the celeſtial prieſthood, for ever andever, 


ſo that he will never be able to obtain it again, if 
even he was to ſeek carefully with the bittereſt tears 
of repentance to recover it. Heb. xii. 16, 19. com- 
pared with Gen. xxvii.. 34, 35 36, 37, 38. Prov. i. 


24—31. St. Luke xiv. 24. Yea, if all the holy an- 


gels and ele& of God were to make interceſſion " 
him in this reſpe@ it would be to no purpole. 


John v. 16. 
2. But by believing nd teaching that all corrupt 


creatures ſhall be made good again, and all that is 


called Sin, Death, Devil, and Hell, ſhall be annihi- 


lated, or entirely deſtroyed, we no more make men 
_ careleſs, than Chriſt and his Apoſtles made them 
careleſs, who taught and commanded to teach the 
ſame. St. Mark xvi. 15. compared with Col. 1. 23. 
Gal. i. 8, 9. as has been ſhewn ſufficiently in the pre- 
ceding chapter from many plain teſtimonies of God's 
_: 3 


wherewith God threatens all obdurate finners, were 
only to laſt : as long as this life-time, it would be a 
K 3 motive 
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3. If che terrible judgments of the next world, 
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motive more than ſufficient to keep all diſcreet and 
prudent people from all carnal ſecurity. For what 
diſcreet perſon, who has but a little honeſly left, 
would chuſe to commit for twenty, thirty, forty, or 
fifty years all imaginable wickedneſs, if he certainly 
knew that he was at laſt to die an ignominious death 
for it, that he was to be hanged, broke on the wheel, 
or burnt alive? Now, can the fear of ſuch a ſhort 
puniſhment, the laſting whereof is altogether diſpro- 
portionate to the laſting of the fin, in a diſcreet per- 
ſon overcome or entirely check the inclination to fin ? 
How much more then ought it to reſtrain a man from 
ſin, when we teach according to truth, that if he does 
not repent from his heart of all his tranſgreſſions in 
this time of grace, and earneſtly follow Chriſt in ſelf- 
denial, and regeneration, he will in the world to come, 
not only be excluded to all endleſs eternity from all 
the inexpreſſible glories annexed to the ſpiritual Birth- 
right, but that moreover he will be obliged to remain 
during a terrible long periodical eternity, or perhaps 
during all thoſe ages of the next world, that is, many 
thouſands of years in the moſt horrid and intolerable 
pain; though at laſt being humbled in a dreadful man- 
ner, he may and will, through the endleſs mercy of God 
obtain ſome portion of grace after all. 

But whoſe hearts can endure, or whoſe hands can 
be ſtrong, in the time that God ſhall deal thus with 


them for their ſins? Who can bear the thought of 
enduring 


. 7 
» 1 N N Px. 
. R 
* Ss 5 E \ = 7 EY p ho. * — . 
/ 1 - i » © * % $ ” Wr d 
* te * N 4 * 8 = = 
R : ” - 


=» 


enduring ſuch a long and dreadful puniſhment, for 
a ſhort life of fin? | 
4. The ſinners of the old world that periſhed by 
the deluge, afford us an undeniable inſtance of the 
amazing length of future miſery ; they were ſhut up 
in the woeful priſon of the firf death ; almoſt two 
thouſand and four hundred years, in darkneſs, mi- 
ſery, and deſpair, before the goſpel of the grace of 
God was preached to them by Chriſt. 1 Pet. iii. 19. 
chap. iv. 6. Ah! do but think what they muſt 
have ſuffered during all that terrible long period! 
I dare ſay that it made them loſe all their appetite for 
fin. Now, ſince the pains of the firft death are ſo 
terrible and laſting, how dreadful beyond concep- 
tion, and of what long continuance muſt the intole- 
rable pains of the ſecond death be! that lake of fire 
and brimſtone! O how it will torment ſuch who 
turn the grace of God into laſciviouſneſs, and make 
the clear light of the Goſpel (which did not ſhine ſo 
bright to ſinners of old as it does to us) ſubſervient to 
their carnal careleſſneſs, and to fortify themſelves there- 
by in their works of darkneſs, and in all manner of ini- 
quity ! See Heb. x. 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31. Jude, 
ver. 4. 2 Pet. ii. 1, 2, g. Rev. xxi. 8. 
5. But whoſoever is of opinion, that, in 8 
83 people from all careleſſneſs, it is neceſſary to 
threaten them with ſuch painful puniſhments as are 
abſolutely endleſs, and to laſt as long as God exiſts, 
ſuch a one thinks wrong: For that would not be the 
K 4 truth, 
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truth, and the untruth is not a proper mean for the 
converſion and ſal vation of men. God /an#tifieth us 
only through his truth, St. John, xvii. 17. 

If abſolutely endleſs puniſhments had been true, 
Chriſt would certainly have held them forth plainly 
to impenitent ſinners: but we do not find that he has 
done ſo. With eternal or aionion puniſhments indeed 
he has threatened them; but what is to be under- 
ſtood by that word has been mentioned before, and 
is beſt explained by himſelf, ſaying, . Verily, I ſay 
« unto thee, thou ſhalt by no means come out 
< thence, (namely, out of the priſon) till thou haſt 
ess paid the uttermoſt farthing.” St. Matt. v. 26. St. 
Luke xii. 58, 59. And that ſervant who knew his 


Lord's will, and prepared not himſelf, nor did ac- 


& cording to his will, ſhall be beaten with many 
“ ſtripes. But he that knew not, and did commit things 
6 worthy of ſtripes, ſhall be beaten with few ſtripes, 
% Kc.“ ver. 47, 48. Now, this cannot mean as long 
as God ſhall exiſt, but ſhews inconteſtibly, a certain 
term or end of the confinement in the infernal priſon ; 
which end will be upon the compleat ſuffering of all 
well deſerved puniſhments for every ſin, of which 
men do not repent in this time of grace, even idle 
vords and bad thoughts not excepted. St. Matt. xii. 36. 

chap. xv. 19. 1 Cor. iv. 3. Heb. iv. 12. F 
6. Therefore it remains true that this holy doarine 
of the final Reſtoration of all T, bings, is rather the moſt 
effectual remedy againſt all careleſſneſs; and whoſo. 
ever 
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ever looks rightly into this truth, will be moſt power- 

fully incited thereby to repentance and ſanQtification. 
For, in the firft place, it demonſtrates the abſolute 

neceſſity of ſanctification with the greateſt emphaſis. 
Secondly, It ſhews the unutterably great pre- emi- 


nence in glory, which thoſe who ſuffer themſelves to A 


be ſanctified and cleanſed from all fin in their life-time 
here, will enjoy in the next ſtate above all the reſt, 
who in this time have neglected their ſanQification. 


| Thirdly, It opens moſt perfectly the ſole ſource and 


ſpring of all power to attain unto true ſanctification, 
by repreſenting according to its breadth, length, 
depth, and height, the boundleſs love of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus; and ſhewing the everlaſting, univerſal, 
and eternally efficacious merits of our Saviour, and 
his immenſe fulneſs, from which we derive all power 
for the mortifying of our fins, and becoming truly 
godly. And conſequently, this enlivening know- 
ledge of the infinite love of Chriſt tends to fill us 
with all the fulneſs of God. Epheſ. iii. 18, 19. 
Fourthly, It baniſhes from the heart all ſervile or 
painful fear, which very much hinders a man's pro- 
greſs in Chriſtianity, (Rom, viii. 15. 2 Tim. i. 7. 
1 John, iv. 18.) and inſtead of it, brings a filial 
fear and love into the ſoul. For who would 
not love and adore ſuch a God, whoſe love to- 
wards all his creatures is ſo immenſely great, that 
he cannot reſt, as one may ſay, till he has recovered 
all that was loſt, and drawn it into the communion 
. of 
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of his beatitude? And who vould not at the ſame 
time in a child-like manner fear that God, who, in- 
deed, on the one hand, is gracious to ſuch as love 
him, but alſo, on the other hand, puniſhes without 
reſpett of perſons, all ſuch as ſin, and continues his 
Judgments ſo long, as till the proud and obſtinate 
creature humbles itſelf before him, approving of the 
puniſhment of its tranſgreſſions, and ſuffering the 
moſt holy juſtice of God, as-a ſharp two-edged 
ſword, to cut off from it the very being and root of 
fin, in a ſevere but neceſſary proceſs? Now, I cannot 
conceive, how, on the contrary, that doctrine can 
bring forta ſuch good fruits, according to which we 
repreſent to ourſelves God (who is univerſal and eter- 
nal Love) as metely endleſs fury towards moſt of his 
creatures, that is, as no God at all. 

Fifthly, It ſhews us the exceeding great and al- 
mighty power of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and thereby 
exceedingly encourages us in our combat againſt fin, 
For, if Chriſt be really ſuch a Saviour, who both can 
and will actually at laſt eradicate fin and death out of 
all creatures; why ſhould not this Almighty Saviour 

be alſo able to ſandtify us through and through, and to 
deliver as now from all unrighteouſneſs ? 

7. In the mean while we may allow, that as every 
ching which is good, even ſo this holy truth may be 
abuſed and miſapplied by the wicked to their own 
ruin and deſtruction, 2 Cor. ii. 15, 16. Jude, ver. 4. 
Rom. ii. 4, 5, 6. chap. iii. 5, 6, 7, 8. Tit. i. 15, 16. 

8 „ 
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But this cannot prejudice the truth itſelf, nor make 
that to be falſe which is true. Nay, it will rather 
ſerve to make the wicked ſtand the more inexcuſable 
in the day of judgment, and vindicate the divine 
Juſtice 1 in condemning them for not repenting, though 
the whole counſel of God was revealed to them. Do 
not moſt of thoſe that are called proteflant Chriſtians. 
to this day make a wrong uſe of the ſacred goſpel doc- 
trines, and of the faith ſet forth thereby? But what 
proteftant miniſter will allow that the doctrine of the 
proteſtants is hurtful, becauſe it is miſapplied ? 

8. This holy truth of the Reſtoration of all things 
delivers all who receive it in the love of it, from all 
their hard thoughts of God, and from all their anxious 
ſcruples about the univerſal love, mercy, holineſs, juſ- 
tice, wiſdom, omnipotence, and truth of God, becauſe it 
repreſents all the divine attributes in the fineſt har- 
mony. For, according to this doctrine, how can any 
| perſon have the leaſt doubt of God's earneſt love and 
mercy towards all men, yea, towards all his creatures 
in general, that want to be pitied by him, when he 
| hears, that God is not only wills to deliver all from 
their miſery, but that at Jaſt he alſo wil deliver 
every one without exception, and grant them all 
really to enjoy his tender mercics? Do you not think 
that there is a ſufficient inference to be drawn from 
this doctrine what a holy Being that God muſt be who 
can have no communication with any thing that is 
unholy, 1 cannot ſuſſer the corrupt creatures to 
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come before his face, till they are moſt perfectly 
cleanſed from all their ſins, ſo that neither ſpot nor 
V irinkle thereof can be any more diſcerned upon 
them? Ah! how ought men to uſe all earneſt en- 
deavours to be ſanctified betimes, in order to be ſoon 
received into the communion of this holy God, and 
not to be fo long bamiſhed from him! And whoſo- 
ever farther conſiders, with what unſpeakably great 
glory this God rewards all ſuch as make good uſe of 
this preſent time of grace, and how ſeverely he pu- 
niſhes all impenitent finners and hypocrites for all 
their ſins, not the leaſt excepted, both by the firſt and 
ſecond death, and indeed in ſuch a manner, that in 
proportion to, and according to the nature of the ſin, 
both the ſeverity and duration of the puniſhment are 
exactly ordered, (as Chriſt teaches us in St. Luke xii, 
47, 48. St. Matt. xi. 22, 24. St. Luke x. 12, 14.) 
and at laſt will ſerve to humble the wicked creatures 
to the utmoſt before their Creator, and to diſpoſe 
them to ſuffer fin to be entirely ſeparated from them : 
Wholoever, I ſay, confiders this, will own with me, 
that this God is a moſt juſt Being, who loves righte- 
ouſneſs. And muſt he not be infinitely wiſe who 
knows how to bring all his divine counſels to paſs 
without ſuffering any part of his plan to fail? And 
muſt not this God alſo be Almighty, who can in ſuch 
a manner caſt down to the ground all creatures that 
oppoſe him, let them be never ſo ſtrong and nume- 
rous, ſo that at laſt they muſt give up the victory, and 
15 e with 
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with all their heart become ſubje& to him? And 
laſtly, if you will alſo be certain how true the holy 
Scriptures are, which contain the uttered and written 
words of God, and how all things therein foretold 
ſhall be entirely accompliſhed, do but conſider the 
holy doctrine of the Reftoration of all things, and you 
vill ſee how it is nothing elſe but a moſt exact and 
perfect fulfilling of the Scriptures, and of every thing 
that God has manifeſted therein, concerning his love, 
mercy, holineſs, juſtice, wiſdom, power, &c. 

9. By means of this holy doQrine likewiſe many 
points in controverſy among the differents ſe&s in 
Chriſtendom may be determined and decided, and 
conſequently a good foundation laid for the uniting 
the Chriſtian world, which at preſent is divided into ſo 
many parties. For inſtance, this holy truth moſt plainly 
ſhews what God's puniſbing juſtice is, namely, not a 
tyrannical revengeſulneſs, having for its aim nothing 
elſe but the pain and miſery of the creatures; but 
ſuch an holy attribute of the ſupreme God, which is 
grounded in his eternal love, and by virtue whereof he 
muſt indeed at laſt let the diſobedient creatures, that 
will not be ruled by his Spirit, forcibly feel what they 
chuſe, or puniſh them both in this and the next 
world according to equity, as long as they continue 
in their wickedneſs: however ſo, that not the pam 

itſelf, which the creatures feel through their own 
fault, much leſs an endleſs duration of ſuch pain, but 
an eternal deſtruction of fin, and the entire ſeparation 
us of 
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of it from the creatures, is the ultimate end of their 
puniſhment, which alſo at laſt muſt be actually ob- 
tained. | 9 5 
O © how venerable does this right idea of God's 
puniſhing juſtice make it to an enlightened ſoul! 
How gladly does the ſoul bow under it in this time 
of grace, ſuffering this holy juſtice to mortify all 
that is evil, and to ſever it from the ſoul, though the 
operation be painful, ſo that it may not experience 
the ſeverity of this holy juſtice in the next world, 
when the fire of the divine wrath will be all in a 
r 3 | 
This holy doctrine likewiſe ſhews the right foun- 
dation of divine election and eternal reprobation, and 
demonſtrates both to Lutherans and Calviniſts, as well 
wherein each party is right, as what they want of the 
full underſtanding of this important point. The 
doQrine of the Lutherans is orthodox, which teaches 
that God with great earneſt will have all men faved, 
and that he alſo really ſaves thoſe who during this 
time of grace come to believe in Chriſt, and perſe- 
vere in faith, and that from eternity he has pre- 
deſtinated them for eternal liſe. But it is without 
foundation, that therefore they want to exclude to all 
endleſs, eternity, from all participation of the divine 
| mercy the reſt in general that do not believe to this 
ele : and this is owing to their not diſcerning the 
great difference between the prerogative of the beavinly 
_ birth-right, to which is annexed an exceeding great 
glory 
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glory, and the common portion in the bleſſed ſubjeFion 
in the kingdom of God. So alſo what the Catvinifts 
teach, that thoſe ſhall be actually ſaved, whom God 
will have to be ſaved, is indeed a ſcriptural truth: 
But the additional concluſion is good for nothing; 
That fince but a few men are faved, conſequently 
God will have but the leaſt number ſaved. Or, al- 
though he does in ſome ſort defire the ſalvation of all 
men (as ſome among them own) yet, ſay they, he 
will not really give faith to all men, which in reality 
is the ſame with the former. But the holy doctrine 
of the Reſtoration of all things, ſhews them, that at 
laſt all men will actually be made ſubje& unto God, 
and conſequently, every one in his degree, be made 
happy. Therefore they muſt indeed in good ear- 
neſt hold faſt the before- mentioned truth, but amend 
the reſt of their doctrine in the following manner, and 
make this concluſion, Thoſe whom God will have to 
be ſaved, will actually be ſaved. Now God plainly 
declares in his word, that he will have all men to be 
ſaved; therefore all men will be really ſaved at laſt ; 
though indeed in ſuch a manner, that only the ele, 
or fit. born, will enjoy the prerogative of the ber/h- 
rigbt or the joint government with Chriſt in the world 
to come, and the reſt of men be forced to undergo 
the judgment of the fir death, and perhaps of the ſecond 
| death alſo, and at laſt, when they are purged from 
their ſins, be obliged to take up with but a common 


portion of happineſs. 
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This ſacred doctrine is further capable ho decide 
the diſpute between us and the Roman catholics about 
purgatory : For it ſhews the truth of the purification of 
fouls after their departure out of this world, without 
the leaſt prejudice to the doctrine of Chriſt's merits 
or any other important article of faith. The truth 
of the purification of ſouls in the next world, as far 
as it is grounded in the holy Scripture, we muſt ne- 
ceſſarily grant to the Roman catholics, if we would 
convince them of the reſt of their errors reſpecting 
een for this we ſhall never be able to do as 
long as we deny what the Scriptures affirm concem- 
ing it. 

10. The contrary dofrine, which is diametrically 
oppoſite to the bleſſed Reſtoration of all things, 
| teaches, That but the ſmalleſt number, and perhaps not a 
thouſandth part of the fallen creatures, will be really 
| brought again to God, by the univerſal redemption of 
Chriſt ; and that the greateſt part by far, muſt remain in 
everlaſting miſery ſo long as God exiſts. But far be it 
from me to impute this doctrine to all proteſtants in 
general; for I am perſuaded, that, on the contrary, 
there are many among them, who either entirely ap- 
prove of the bleſſed doctrine of the Reſtoration ; or if 
for the preſent they have not a perfect knowledge of it, 
yet underſtand ſome truths leading to it, and do not 
diſpeople the glorious kingdom of Chriſt in ſuch a 
manner as is done by the doftrine juſt now men- 
_ tioned. But, —_— the number of thoſe being 

but 


Chit are to have but the ſmalleſt number of ſouls 
for their ſhare, the moſt being obliged to remain to 


* 
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but dss pest, whs with all the faculties of heir Sits 
ſtick cloſe to the ſaid doQrine, and in an unjuſtifiable 
manner ery down the holy dottrine of the bleſſed 
Reſtoration as a dangerous berefy, condemned long 
ago, though it manifeſtly exalts the majeſty of God 
in every reſpeR, and aims at the entire dEftraftion of 
the empire of fin; 1 cannot help, before I come 
to a concluſion, admoniſhing and defiring them in a 
ö 
ſuch as they unc DL 
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other ſervants of Chriſt with their doQtrine, which 
they neither underſtand nor will underſtand, and 
which is ſo far from teaching any thing that is bad, 
that it ſpeaks of nothing but what is good. I aſk 
them upon their conſcience, whether their above- 
mentioned doQrine, according to which, God and 


a eternity in the empire and under the power of the 
devil; I aſk them, I ſay, whether this doctrine does 
not make fin and darknefs ſtronger and more power- 
ful than God, the Redemption of Chriſt, and the 
Light; 1 dare ſay, they will not own it, but it is ſo 


im reality, as has been ſhewn in different places of 


this tteatiſe. They think, indeed, that men can be 
molt effektually roofed from the ſlumber of their car- 
mal ſecurity, and incited to repentance, by confining 


; tie real extent of Cg mercy only to this mon Hie 


3. time, 
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time, and making it of none effect, and depriving 
all corrupt creatures of it after their dee to all 
endleſs eternity. But they only imagine and think 
ſo; and the effects of their good intention are but 
indifferent. For as this doctrine gives people a no- 
tion that immediately after death either a full endleſs 
damnation, or the perfect joys of heaven are to be- 
gin; it makes them think that if they do but find 
ſome _ motions within themſelves, not leading 
WM ſt be ſufficiently con- 
verted, fo is it would be impoſſible for God in the 
condition they are in to let them be damned for ever, 
but that immediately after their deceaſe he muſt ne- 
ceſſarily receive them into heaven. Therefore they 
remain indolent in the exerciſe of their Chriſtian du- 
ties, and their higheſt degree of perfection is but a 
phariſaical honeſty ; ; but they know nothing of an 
_ earneſt diligence in ſanRtification, or a cleanſing of 
' themſelves from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit. And 
all this is generally occaſioned by ſuch teachers who 
are mortal enemies of the bleſſed Reſtoration, and 
who at the ſame time condemn and perſecute true 
Chriſtianity and piety. 
Now, as the dottrine of endleſs damnation and 
torment, is no true motive for ſanRification, fo it is 
| likewiſe void of all comfort : for if a man's, con- 
| ſcience begins to waken, eſpecially at the end of his 
. life, when the devil uſes all his power to bring a ſoul 
ta the utmoſt deſpair," and it begins to ſee that it is 
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not only as bad as the moſt wicked of men, but as 
the devil ' himſelf, nay, worſe, on account of its 
having ſo long re ſiſted God in his working out of its 
ſalvation : and that therefore it cannot be ſaved, ex- 
cept the devil himſelf was to be ſaved : (and that 
really there is in ſome meaſure a more than diabolical 
iniquity in man, has been ſhewn in another place of 
this treatiſe : for which reaſon alſo ſome” men, Viz. 
the Beaſt and Falſe Prophet, will be caſt into the 
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fiery lake a thouſand years ſooner than the devil 
himſelf, according to Rev. xix. 20. compared with 
chap. xx. 10.) what can the enemies of the Reſtora- 
tion ſay to ſuch a ſoul at that time? Will their doc- 


trine be able to ſave it from deſpair? I ſay, no: Is 


it not the bleſſed doQrine of the Reſtoration which 
alone is able to comfort the poor creature, by repre- 
ſenting in the moſt lively manner the everlaſtingneſs 
of God's mercy, and praiſing moſt gloriouſly the 
infinite power of the merits of Chriſt, as far ſurpaſſing 
all the might of ſin : ſhewing plainly at the ſame 
time the proper end of all God's judgments both in 


| this and the next world to be no other than the de- 


ſtuction of ſin and the final and general well-being 
of all creatures, and by declaring moſt comfortably, 
what a great advantage it will be to the ſouls to ſub- 


mit here in this time under God's holy juſtice, and 


to ſuffer themſelves here to be condemned and judged 
according to their deſerts, but then at once to fink 
down into the abyſs of the everlaſting mercy of God, 

> - and 


% 
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and the ever-efficacious merits of Chriſt ? All which is 
impoſſible to be eſfedted by the common doQrine of 
the partial mercy of God, limited only within the 
time of this world, which doArine alſo repreſents the 
puniſhing juſtice of God as having alſo for its ulti- 
mate end the everlaſting pain or he wicked cren- 
tures. 

Lu. Let me aſk, whether the cane oppoſite 
occaſion to atheiſtical — to make that curſed 
| mockery which they do of the Scriptures, even to the 
_ denying of the Being of God? Since indeed, on the 
one hand this doctrine ſpeaks of a great many glori- 
ous things in God; of his love, mercy, grace, omni- 
potence, truth, &c. but, on the other hand, mixes 
ſuch dogmas therewith, which in a great meaſure 
contradi all the former godd and glorious things 
that were ſpoken in praiſe of the Godhead, and re- 
preſent God, conſequently, under ſuch a charaQer as 
it is impoſſible that any reaſonable man ſhould con- 
ceive as becoming the Deity, and which may eaſily 
make men fall entirely into atheiſm. F or inſtance, 
it praiſes in God, 

Firft, That he has made many ** promiſes 
in his word, and that he is to perform great matters, 
for example, That he will make all things new again 
that have been ſpoiled ; that he is willing to convert all 
men to himſelf, and to ſave them, as alſo, that he will 
4 the whole kingdom ef the devil, &c. But at laſt 
all 
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all the great things that God is s do mean tolls 
elſe, according to this doctrine, than that God indeed 
Bas promiſed to do all this, but that in reality only the 

leaſt part of it ſhall be fulfilled. 
Secondly, The doArine of endleſs damnation makes 
alſo many fine words of God's compaſſionate heart, 
and of his univerſal love and mercy ; but if one comes 
to examine the affair cloſely, it amounts to this, that 
in reality God is not ſo merciful and compaſſionate as a fin- 
® ful man. For inſtance, David, who was a man as we 
are, had ſo much compaſſion for his ſon AZ/alom, that 
he wiſhed to have died for him, becauſe A/alom died 
in his fins, and did not go to a very good plate; 
2 Sam. xviii. gg. chap. xix. 4. but of our God, whois 
love and mercy eſſentially, people would have us be- 
lieve that with the hour of death all his mercy for a 
man has ceaſed to all endleſs eternity. But Jeſus Chriſt 
| himſelf, the eternal Truth, and not our own reaſon, 
has taught us to make a quite different concluſion, 
St. Matt. vii. 11. St. Luke xi. 13. which alſo follows 
from what the Great God alſo fays of himſelf, — 

IV. 10, 11. 

Thirdly, The before-mentioned doctrine does like- 
wiſe ſpeak in praiſe of God, that indeed he hates no- 
thing in his creatures but only what is evil, namely» 
ſin, but that he very much loves the creature itſelf or 
that which is good. Wherefore it is ſaid, that, Dia- 

bolus entitative bonus, or the devil himſelf according to 
his being, is good, and ſo far as he is the creature of 
| God 


God is not excluded from his love. But then, if it 
is true, what this doctrine adds, that God by puniſh- 
ing his wicked creatures has not for his ultimate end 
and aim the recovery and reſtoration, but the endleſs 
torment of the creature, then no natural man, who 1s 
acute, can poſſibly make any other concluſion, than 
that God does not only abhor the evil, but even that 
which is good, namely, the creature, or the works of 
his hands. And 1s it not an eaſy matter for ſuch a 
man, when he hears ſo many contradictory poſitions, 
which are altogether given out for true and ſalutary 
words of God, to fall away ſo far as to believe nothing 
at all for the future of the truth of Scripture ? But 
eternal glory be to the moſt High, for having given 
us to. know and to taſte with great certainty, from 
his word, by the revelation of his good Spirit, his ma- 
jeſtic, moſt holy, and alone adorable Being of Love, 
out of whom, through whom, and into whom are all 
things. By this knowledge, we may be moſt power- 
fully preſerved from all wickedneſs and atheiſm of 
theſe latter abominable times. Yea, honour, glory, 
and praiſe be to him for ever and ever. Amen] Hal- 

lelnjah ! LO | 
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